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Hot	water	on	burn

Is	it	hot	yet?	Is	it	hot	yet?	Is	it	hot	yet?	We've	all	used	faucets	and	showers	that	take	forever	to	get	warm.	All	is	not	hopeless.	There	are	projects	you	can	DIY	to	get	your	water	flowing	hot	quick.	The	homemakers	at	Q&A	network	Stack	Exchange	provide	some	tips.	arathorn	Asks:Our	water	heater	(gas)	is	located	in	the	garage.	It	is	25	to	30	feet	away
from	the	closest	faucet,	which	I'm	guessing	is	the	main	reason	it	takes	so	long—a	minute	or	longer—to	get	hot	water	flowing	into	my	house.What	can	I	do	to	reduce	the	time	it	takes	to	get	hot	water	flowing?JD	Long	Answers:The	best	way	to	speed	up	hot	water	to	the	tap	is	through	the	use	of	a	booster	heater,	also	known	as	a	"point	of	use"	hot	water
heater.	This	is	a	small	(~4	gallon)	hot	water	heater	installed	very	near	the	sink.	If	you	need	a	lot	of	hot	water	and	you	want	it	to	start	fast	you	can	install	the	hot	water	line	as	the	supply	for	the	point	of	use	heater.	That	way	you	will	have	4	gallons	for	immediate	use	and	if	you	use	that	up	you	will	be	drawing	hot	water	from	your	main	hot	water	heater.	If
you	don't	need	more	than	4	gallons	of	hot	water	at	the	sink	you	can	just	use	cold	water	as	the	supply.	Here's	an	example	(pictured	at	right)	of	a	point	of	use	water	heater	for	sale	at	Amazon.com.Josh	Answers:Install	a	hot	water	recirculating	pump.	Older	pumps	required	that	the	house	be	plumbed	with	a	return	loop	to	support	circulation,	but	newer
designs	can	be	retrofitted	if	a	house	wasn't	plumbed	that	way.More	info	here.Money	saving	tip:	put	the	pump	on	a	timer	and	have	it	come	on	only	when	you	typically	use	hot	water	at	that	location.	Or	use	an	X-10	switched	outlet	(or	something	similar)	to	allow	remote	manual	switching	combined	with	timed	events.Jeff	Widmer	Answers:Insulate	the	hot
water	pipes	from	the	hot	water	heater	to	the	faucet.	Hopefully	you	have	access	to	them	in	your	crawl	space.user188	Answers:There	really	isn't	a	perfect	solution	to	slow-flowing	water,	other	than	carefully	planning	your	home	so	that	the	water	heater	is	as	close	to	the	faucets	as	possible.As	stated	by	Josh,	one	solution	is	water	recirculation.	But
depending	on	usage	scenarios,	water	recirculation	can	waste	a	lot	of	energy.	"Sense"	technology	that	enables	recirculation	when	needed	can	improve	efficiency.	And	installing	a	system	that	uses	the	"cold"	water	circuit	as	a	return	line	can	make	installation	relatively	easy.If	all	else	has	failed,	you	can	try	quickly	opening	and	closing	the	hot	water—
forcing	the	system	to	kick	in.	Wait	a	minute	or	so,	and	when	you	open	again,	you'll	have	hot	water	(and	you	will	have	saved	a	minute	of	running	water).Another	solution	is	the	instant	water	heater,	like	this	one	produced	by	Clage.	It	works	by	heating	right	next	to	the	faucets.	On-demand	water	heaters	are	quite	efficient	for	usual	"short	burst"
operation.Find	the	original	post	here.	See	more	questions	like	this	at	Home	Improvement,	the	DIY	site	at	Stack	Exchange.	And	of	course,	feel	free	to	ask	your	own.Illustration	by	Sean	Gallagher.	Photo:	FlickrReduce	Fuel,	Save	Money	If	you	have	a	south-facing	roof,	you’re	probably	paying	too	much	for	hot	water.	Over	a	million	and	a	half	homes	and
businesses	in	the	U.S.	have	already	invested	in	solar	hot	water	systems,	and	they’re	reducing	their	fuel	use	by	as	much	as	three	quarters,	even	in	cooler	climates.	That’s	a	huge	dollar	savings,	but	over	20	years,	one	solar	water	heater	keeps	50	tons	of	carbon	dioxide	out	of	the	atmosphere	and	takes	us	one	more	step	toward	breaking	that	nasty	fossil
fuel	habit.Meet	Your	Family’s	Needs	Solar	technology	has	come	a	long	way	since	the	70s	and	80s:	Even	where	it’s	cold,	one	or	two	solar	collectors	on	the	roof	taking	up	about	65	square	feet	can	provide	65	percent	of	the	hot	water	used	by	a	family	of	five.	Best	of	all,	its	sustainable	solar	power	doesn’t	run	out!Install	Properly	Because	this	is	your	roof
and	any	equipment	is	only	as	good	as	its	installation,	you	want	to	be	sure	your	installer	and	the	system	you	buy	are	certified	by	the	Solar	Rating	and	Certification	Corporation	or	the	Florida	Solar	Energy	Center.Look	for	Rebates	Many	states	and	utilities	offer	rebates	of	15	percent	or	more	on	installation	as	well	as	other	incentives	to	homeowners	and
businesses	for	going	solar.	Don’t	forget	to	check	the	Department	of	Energy’s	Database	of	State	Incentives	for	Renewable	Energy,	or	D-S-I-R-E,	to	see	how	you	can	save	some	green	while	you	go	green!	Photo:	istockphoto.comQ:	Even	though	my	shower	was	perfectly	toasty	when	I	hopped	in,	it	quickly	chilled	until	there	was	no	hot	water	left	at	all—even
an	hour	later.	What	gives?A:	Assuming	that	no	one	else	has	been	hogging	the	hot	water	all	day,	the	problem	probably	lies	within	your	water	heater.First,	confirm	that	your	water	heater	is	the	appropriate	size	for	your	daily	household	needs.	These	units	range	in	size	from	about	30	to	80	gallons,	with	the	smaller	end	of	the	spectrum	ideal	for	the	modest
needs	of	a	single-person,	half-house	setup	and	the	larger	end	suited	for	families	with	multiple	children.	Assuming	the	water	heater	is	big	enough	for	your	family’s	needs,	how	you	proceed	in	troubleshooting	your	hot	water	problem	will	depend	on	the	type	of	water	heater	you	have,	gas	versus	electric.First	things	first…Ideal	operating	temperatures	for
hot	water	heaters	are	between	122	and	140	degrees	Fahrenheit.	A	system	running	below	this	range	risks	not	only	a	hot	water	deficit	but	also	the	potential	for	growth	of	Legionella	bacteria,	which	are	responsible	for	a	severe	form	of	pneumonia	known	as	Legionnaires’	disease.	If	the	water	heater	isn’t	already	set	in	the	ideal	range,	adjust	it.	In	30	to	40
minutes,	you	can	expect	hot	water	to	return,	and	within	two	hours	the	unit	should	reach	a	temperature	that	will	prevent	the	growth	of	pathogens.Check	the	forecast.A	sudden	cold	snap	in	your	area	can	impact	the	effectiveness	of	your	gas-	or	electric-powered	water	heater,	even	causing	it	to	conk	out.	This	most	often	occurs	overnight,	when	the	heater
sits	unused	and	temperatures	plunge.	If	your	recent	weather	aligns	with	this	scenario	and	your	boiler	is	still	running,	try	turning	the	hot	water	heater	up	to	its	max	in	order	to	kick	it	back	into	gear.	After	a	half	hour,	turn	on	a	kitchen	or	bathroom	faucet	to	see	if	the	water	warms	up	after	running	for	a	few	minutes.	If	it	does	heat	up,	return	the	hot
water	heater	settings	back	to	normal	operating	temperature,	or	even	raise	it	a	few	degrees	higher	than	usual	until	the	cold	snap	ends.Some	jobs	are	better	left	to	the	prosGet	free,	no-commitment	estimates	from	licensed	plumbers	near	you.	+	Photo:	istockphoto.comIf	yours	is	a	gas-powered	water	heater…If	your	gas	water	heater’s	pilot	light	has	been
snuffed	out	by	a	downdraft	in	a	vent	pipe	on	a	stormy	day	or	the	breeze	through	an	open	window,	see	if	you	can	relight	it	with	ease	following	the	instructions	permanently	affixed	to	the	side	of	your	unit.	In	some	instances—such	as	when	a	water	heater’s	pilot	light	sits	in	an	enclosed	burner	chamber—you	may	need	to	call	in	a	plumber.	If,	however,	you
smell	gas	while	you’re	sniffing	out	the	problem,	hightail	it	out	of	the	house	and	call	the	gas	company!Fix	a	faulty	thermocouple.If	you	can	successfully	light	the	pilot	light	but	the	flame	doesn’t	stay	on	after	you	release	the	control	knob,	the	thermocouple—a	safety	device	that	shuts	off	gas	flow	if	it	senses	that	the	pilot	light	is	out—may	be	at	fault.	The
tip	of	this	copper	tube	should	be	in	the	flame	of	the	pilot	light;	if	it’s	out	of	line,	it	could	need	adjusting	or	replacing.	Fortunately,	a	thermocouple	doesn’t	cost	a	fortune	(view	example	on	Amazon)	and	replacing	it	can	be	a	DIY	repair.Rekindle	a	blue	flame.Is	your	water	not	so	much	frigid	as	it	is	lukewarm?	Does	your	pilot	light	burn	yellow	rather	than
the	standard	blue?	These	are	symptoms	of	a	gas-to-air	ratio	problem.	First,	be	aware	that	a	yellow	flame	could	mean	that	the	boiler	is	releasing	carbon	monoxide,	a	colorless,	odorless,	and	toxic	gas.	Check	for	drafts	or	open	windows	that	might	be	causing	the	pilot	light	to	burn	inefficiently,	and	remedy	the	breezy	situation.	If	this	doesn’t	return	the
pilot	to	a	crisp,	blue	flame,	call	a	technician	to	check	out	the	unit.	In	the	meantime,	pay	attention	to	any	signs	of	carbon	monoxide	poisoning	(dizziness,	faintness,	or	nausea),	and	if	necessary	leave	the	house	immediately	to	seek	medical	assistance.Inspect	the	gas	line.If	after	turning	the	valve	on	you	neither	see	a	pilot	light	nor	smell	gas,	the	problem
may	lie	with	the	fuel	source.	Check	whether	the	gas	valve	is	open	or	closed,	and	eyeball	the	gas	line	for	any	kinks	that	might	be	causing	a	roadblock.	If	you’ve	adjusted	the	gas	flow	and	nothing	has	improved,	call	the	gas	company	to	ensure	that	there’s	service	in	your	area	and	that	your	account	isn’t	in	arrears.	If	the	gas	company	assures	you	that	you
should	have	gas,	yet	turning	the	valve	on	still	doesn’t	produce	gas	(you’ll	smell	it	if	it’s	there),	then	it’s	probably	time	to	contact	a	plumber	or	other	professional.If	your	water	heater	runs	on	electricity…A	current	can	go	awry	as	a	result	of	a	power	surge	from	an	electrical	storm.	Try	turning	your	electric	unit	off	for	a	couple	of	minutes	and	then	switch
it	back	on.	If	after	a	half	hour	there’s	still	no	hot	water,	you’ll	need	to	move	on	to	another	solution.	Proceed	cautiously:	Before	you	attempt	to	repair	or	even	inspect	the	water	heater,	make	sure	the	unit	is	off.	These	appliances	draw	enough	power	that	an	accidental	electrocution	could	be	fatal,	so	work	carefully	or	call	in	a	pro.Reset	the	circuit
breaker.If	tripped,	the	water	heater’s	dedicated	breaker	may	not	appear	to	be	“off”	but	could	still	be	just	a	little	out	of	whack—not	quite	in	line	with	the	other	“on”	breakers.	Flip	it	off,	wait	for	20	seconds,	then	flip	it	back	on.	A	breaker	that	doesn’t	hold	the	“on”	position	may	have	failed	from	age	or	overwork.	If	that’s	the	case,	call	on	a	professional	for
replacement.When	all	else	fails…Concern	over	safety	coupled	with	the	technical	nature	of	a	water	heater	repair	mean	that	it’s	best	to	leave	the	work	to	the	professionals.	If	your	unit	is	not	on	its	own	breaker—or	the	breaker	needs	replacing—call	a	qualified	electrician.	Or,	if	your	tank	leaks	onto	the	ground	or	inside	the	heater’s	compartments,	bring
in	professionals	to	service	your	water	heater	before	it	damages	the	heating	elements	or	stops	thermostat	function.Bear	in	mind	that	most	hot	water	heaters	are	rated	for	only	a	10-year	life	span.If	yours	is	approaching	a	decade	of	use,	its	elements,	thermostat,	or	other	components	may	soon	fail	and	need	replacement.	It	may	be	smarter	to	replace	your
water	heater	altogether	and	capitalize	on	the	improved	energy	efficiency	that	a	newer	unit	would	offer.	Energy	savings	alone	could	make	this	a	great	time	to	invest	in	a	new	system.Some	jobs	are	better	left	to	the	prosGet	free,	no-commitment	estimates	from	licensed	plumbers	near	you.	+	Showering	or	bathing,	a	lot	of	people	are	getting	‘into	hot
water’	when	it	comes	to	their	skin.		Some	do	it	because	they	love	the	feeling	of	scalding	hot	water	or	marinating	in	the	depths	of	a	near-boiling	tub;	others	do	it	because	they	may	feel	it’s	the	only	way	to	get	really	clean.	Unfortunately	though,	volcanic	water	temps	can	do	your	skin	and	scalp	more	harm	–	and	in	some	cases	quite	a	bit	of	harm	–	than
good.		I’ve	personally	seen	patients	come	in	with	severe	eczema	and	rosacea	flare-ups	due	to	the	heat	of	the	water.Safety	concernsThe	Consumer	Product	Safety	Commission	suggests	a	maximum	temperature	of	120°	F	(49°	C)	for	water	heaters.		That	said,	a	mere	10-minute	exposure	to	water	this	hot	can	result	in	third	degree	burns.	For	adults,	a
water	temperature	of	106	to	108°	F	(41	to	42°	C)	gets	into	pain	threshold	territory.	Bath	fans	might	argue	that	it’s	safe	to	hop	into	a	scalding	tub	because	it	cools	down	so	quickly.	But	it’s	faulty	logic	because	even	a	few	moments	in	superhot	water	can	literally	parboil	your	skin.For	infants,	toddlers	and	young	kids,	of	course,	the	safety	figures	are	much
lower.	To	be	safe,	bathe	them	in	water	that’s	no	higher	than	90°	F	(32°	C).Now	I’m	not	telling	you	that	we	all	have	to	bathe	in	tepid	water	by	any	means	but	just	to	adjust	the	temperatures	downward.		Aside	from	actually	measuring	the	water	temperature,	a	good	rule	of	thumb	is	to	turn	down	your	thermostat	on	the	water	heater.Beauty	and	comfort
concernsExcessively	hot	water	messes	with	your	skin	in	other	ways	too.		If	you	have	dry,	sensitive	or	allergic	skin	it	will	make	it	worse	by	leeching	away	vital	lubricating	oils.		If	you	have	oily	or	actinic	skin,	it	can	make	those	worse	too	because	of	a	backlash	effect.		By	stripping	oily	skin	of	oils,	it	ironically	produces	more	oil	in	response.For	those	with
skin	problems	like	acne,	some	patients	use	overly	hot	water	and	too	vigorous	scrubbing	as	if	they’re	seeking	to	purge	or	punish	their	skin	for	misbehaving.		But	I	can	tell	you	that	this	kind	of	rough	treatment	could	end	up	damaging	your	skin	even	more.		It	may	be	hard	to	treat	your	skin	gently	and	lovingly	when	it’s	not	doing	you	any	favors,	but	this	is
exactly	what	it	needs.A	lot	of	hot	water	abuse	comes	from	those	who	feel	they	can’t	get	themselves	really	clean	with	anything	cooler	than	scalding.	But	even	if	you	make	your	living	crawling	under	cars	and	getting	absolutely	filthy,	washing	yourself	clean	does	not	require	the	same	kind	of	temps	that	a	car	does.	No	matter	how	dirty	or	smelly	we	may
get,	soaps,	cleansers,	gentle	scrubbing	and	exfoliation	in	warm	water	are	all	we	need.	Rinse	and	repeat	if	necessary	but	that’s	it.	Put	an	inanimate	object	of	metal	or	glass	in	boiling	water	and	it	gets	clean.		But	put	a	living,	breathing	being	(e.g.	yourself,	your	pet	Chihuahua)	into	the	same	thing	and	it	gets	cooked.Pore	youAnother	myth	about	hot	water
is	that	it	is	necessary	to	‘open’	the	pores	to	get	them	clean.		Let’s	lay	this	canard	to	rest	once	and	for	all.	Pores	are	not	like	clams	that	open	and	shut	in	response	to	their	environment.		They	contain	no	muscles.		They	do	not	open	when	warm	or	close	when	cold.Now,	when	blocked	with	oils,	dead	skin	cells,	environmental	debris,	makeup,	or	occlusive
topicals,	pores	do	fill	and	stretch	to	accommodate	the	material.		As	a	consequence,	they	become	more	visible	and	appear	larger.	To	be	sure,	these	oil-and-sludge	plugs	dissolve	easier	with	cleansers	or	exfoliants	in	water	that	is	warmer	than	cooler.	But	this	does	not	remotely	mean	harmful	hot	water	temperatures.		Warm	is	plenty,	warm	is	enough,
warm	is	luxurious.Bathing	and	washing	happen	but	they	don’t	have	to	burn	your	skin.Follow	me	on	Twitter	@DrAvaMD	and	friend	me	on	Facebook	Dr	Ava	Shamban	This	site	is	not	available	in	your	country	Our	product	picks	are	editor-tested,	expert-approved.	We	may	earn	a	commission	through	links	on	our	site.	Oct	28,	2009	You	can	download	the
Turbulence	Training	Hot	Zone	workout	here	.	It's	one	of	my	favorite	fast	workouts,	using	only	four	exercises	per	session	to	hit	the	4	fat	burning	"hot	zones"	of	the	body.	This	content	is	created	and	maintained	by	a	third	party,	and	imported	onto	this	page	to	help	users	provide	their	email	addresses.	You	may	be	able	to	find	more	information	about	this
and	similar	content	at	piano.io	Advertisement	-	Continue	Reading	Below
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