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What	does	water	softener	cleaner	do

These	are	the	minerals	that	cause	limescale	and	removing	them	make	the	water	‘soft’.	It	also	prevents	the	various	issues	that	arise	from	neglect,	such	as	…	Water	softener	cleaners	are	specifically	designed	to	break	down	and	remove	mineral	deposits	from	the	resin	beads	in	your	water	softening	system.	When	you’re	ready	to	get	started	with	cleaning,
shut	off	the	water	by	turning	the	water	softener’s	bypass	valve.	Consult	your	user	manual	or	contact	the	manufacturer	for	more	information	about	the	included	resin.	Water	softeners	are	pretty	independent,	but	they	still	need	to	be	cleaned	from	time	to	time	to	prevent	a	buildup	of	impurities.	Additional	Water	Softener	Cleaner	Instructions	Whether
you	have	an	EcoPure	or	Whirlpool	system,	knowing	how	to	use	a	water	softener	cleanser	is	a	great	first	step	in	optimizing	its	performance.	Regular	cleaning	with	a	water	softener	cleaner	can	help	prevent	resin	bed	degradation,	ensuring	your	system	continues	to	run	efficiently	and	effectively.	Additional	Features:	Consider	any	additional	features	you
may	need,	such	as	rust	removal	or	stain	prevention.	Following	the	manufacturer's	instructions	for	the	cleaning	process	is	crucial	to	guarantee	effective	Softener	Maintenance.	Cleaning	a	water	softener	involves	washing	out	the	brine	and	resin	tanks	with	soap,	water,	household	bleach,	or	a	special	cleaning	solution.	By	following	these	simple	yet
effective	cleaning	techniques,	you'll	enjoy	soft,	clean	water	and	a	hassle-free	water	softening	experience.	Dip	a	cleaning	cloth	in	a	bucket	of	warm,	soapy	water	and	carefully	wipe	around	the	system	whenever	you	notice	dust	or	dirt	building	up.	Servicing	a	water	softener	involves	checking	that	all	the	components	are	working	as	they	should,	checking
water	quality,	checking	electrical	safety,	and	identifying	any	faults.	Regular	use	of	a	liquid	descaler	can	help	prevent	scaling	issues	and	sustain	your	water	softener's	efficiency.	We	recommend	taking	a	broom	handle	and	pushing	it	into	the	salt.	Well,	you've	got	options,	and	they're	worth	exploring.	Ultimately,	you	can’t	avoid	cleaning	your	water
softener	altogether.	Can	I	Use	a	Water	Softener	Cleaner	in	a	Salt-Free	System?	This	will	remove	any	remaining	brine	or	salt,	as	well	as	the	easy-to-lift	sediment	from	the	sides	of	the	tank.	Watch	this	video:	Contrary	to	popular	belief,	salt	does	not	directly	soften	your	water	by	itself.	Upgrade	to	the	latest	features	and	technology	with	EcoPureHome’s
wide	variety	of	water	softening	systems.	Tips	for	Effective	Softener	Cleaning	When	it	comes	to	effective	softener	cleaning,	you'll	want	to	prioritize	regular	maintenance	schedules	to	prevent	mineral	buildup	and	guarantee	peak	performance.	Once	the	resin	beads	are	completely	coated	in	the	hardness	minerals,	it’s	time	for	the	regeneration	process,
and	this	is	where	salt	comes	in.	Try	cleaning	the	resin	beads	following	the	steps	in	this	guide.	Here	are	some	reasons	why	regular	cleaning	is	essential:	Reduces	the	risk	of	Water	Contamination,	ensuring	your	water	is	safe	to	drink	Prevents	System	Failure,	saving	you	from	costly	repairs	and	replacements	Increases	the	lifespan	of	your	system,	giving
you	more	bang	for	your	buck	Keeps	your	system	running	efficiently,	reducing	your	energy	bills	Frequently	Asked	Questions	Can	I	Make	My	Own	Water	Softener	Cleaner	at	Home?	Concentration	Level:	Choose	a	cleaner	with	a	concentration	level	suitable	for	your	system's	mineral	buildup.	Want	to	get	virtually	the	same	performance	from	your	water
softener	in	a	decade’s	time?	Place	the	tank	in	your	yard	and	use	a	hose	to	rinse	out	the	tank.	Ingredients	like	sodium	metasilicate,	a	natural	mineral	remover,	or	citric	acid,	a	natural	degreaser,	are	effective	and	gentle	alternatives.	Not	many	of	us	enjoy	cleaning.	By	prioritizing	regular	maintenance,	you'll	make	sure	your	water	softener	continues	to
provide	you	with	soft,	mineral-free	water	for	years	to	come.	As	a	result,	the	resin	bed	becomes	less	effective	at	removing	minerals,	leading	to	hard	water	and	all	its	associated	problems.	Most	water	softeners	are	installed	in	an	out-of-the-way	location,	like	in	a	cupboard,	a	basement,	or	a	garage.	Fouling	can	lead	to	reduced	resin	longevity,	requiring
premature	replacement.	You’ll	still	be	able	to	use	unsoftened	water	in	your	home	if	you	need	to.	When	hard	water	flows	through	your	pipes	and	appliances,	it	can	lead	to	the	buildup	of	mineral	deposits	over	time.	Consult	your	user	manual	to	read	your	manufacturer’s	recommendations	for	your	water	softener,	or	reach	out	to	customer	service	for	more
information.	You	should	also	wipe	down	the	outside	of	the	tanks	to	prevent	dust	and	dirt	buildup.	This	means	you'll	spend	less	time	and	money	on	repairs	and	replacements,	giving	you	more	freedom	to	focus	on	what	matters	most.	Some	common	signs	of	salt	buildup	include:	Reduced	water	flow	and	pressure	Increased	energy	bills	due	to	inefficient
water	heating	Hard	water	stains	on	your	dishes,	shower	doors,	and	sink	basins	Unpleasant	odors	and	tastes	in	your	drinking	water	If	you're	experiencing	any	of	these	issues,	it	may	be	time	to	clean	your	water	softener	to	remove	salt	buildup	and	restore	its	efficiency.	Press	down	harder	with	a	broom	handle	until	the	salt	bridge	breaks.	Solar	salt,
meanwhile,	is	a	much	cleaner	option	than	using	rock	salt	and	comes	in	pellet	or	crystal	form.	Simply	put,	it's	a	specialized	solution	that	breaks	down	mineral	deposits	in	your	system,	restoring	efficiency	and	improving	water	flow	rates.	Look	for	natural	additives	that	are	gentle	on	your	system	and	the	environment.	This	will	divert	water	away	from	the
system	and	make	it	safe	for	you	to	access	the	brine	tank	while	it’s	not	in	operation.	As	you	explore	descaling	methods,	you'll	find	that	liquid	alternatives	offer	a	convenient	and	efficient	way	to	maintain	your	water	softener's	performance.	Regular	maintenance	prevents	buildup	and	guarantees	your	softener	remains	effective.	You	should	clean	your
water	softener	system	every	1-3	months,	depending	on	usage	and	manufacturer's	guidelines,	to	maintain	peak	performance	and	prevent	salt	buildup,	ensuring	effective	water	softener	maintenance	and	a	clean	system.	When	applying	the	descaler,	follow	the	recommended	procedure	to	make	certain	the	solution	reaches	all	areas	of	the	softener.	Over
time,	the	very	mineral	deposits	they	combat	can	actually	reduce	their	efficiency.	It	costs	less	than	$10	to	clean	your	water	softener	using	a	few	basic	cleaning	supplies.	For	instance,	mineral	deposits	can	cause	your	system	to	work	harder,	leading	to	increased	energy	bills	and	a	shorter	lifespan.	Once	you’ve	scr\ubbed	the	tank	from	top	to	bottom,	rinse
the	tank	with	water	from	your	garden	hose	to	clear	away	the	suds.	The	lifespan	of	the	resin	depends	on	the	type	of	resin	you	buy,	and	from	which	brand.	There	are	several	ways	you	can	optimize	the	performance	of	your	softener,	but	knowing	how	to	use	water	softener	cleanser	in	your	EcoPure,	Whirlpool	or	Kenmore	system	will	go	a	long	way	in
extending	its	life	Wait	until	salt	levels	are	low	Open	the	lid	of	the	water	softener	Remove	the	brine	well	cover	Pour	entire	16	oz.	If	you’ve	only	just	added	salt	pellets	to	the	tank,	you’ll	only	end	up	wasting	salt	if	you	empty	out	the	tank	for	cleaning.	Salt	bridges	are	hard,	tough,	and	compacted.	Manually	program	the	water	softener	to	perform	a
regeneration	cycle.	These	products	typically	come	in	a	concentrated	form,	which	you'll	need	to	mix	with	water	according	to	the	manufacturer's	instructions.	To	receive	the	warranty	extension,	you	must	register	your	system	on	EcoPure’s	website	and	hold	onto	your	system	and	cleaner	receipts.	Be	sure	by	watching	this	video.	This	is	a	good	option	if	you
prefer	not	to	use	harsh	chemicals	like	bleach.	Types	of	Water	Softener	Cleaners	You're	likely	wondering	what	types	of	water	softener	cleaners	are	out	there.	Add	the	cleaner-water	mix	to	the	water	softener’s	brine	tank.	Adjust	your	rinse	frequency	based	on	your	cleaning	schedule	to	guarantee	peak	performance	and	prevent	mineral	buildup,	giving
you	peace	of	mind.	You	can’t	simply	add	more	salt	over	the	salt	bridge.	The	resin	will	accumulate	dirt,	iron,	chlorine,	and	other	damaging	contaminants,	leading	to	faster	degradation.	By	choosing	the	right	cleaner	and	following	the	instructions,	you'll	be	sipping	on	soft,	scale-free	water	in	no	time.	Interested	in	learning	more	about	how	you	clean	your
water	softener?	If	you	have	very	hard	water	or	water	with	a	high	iron	or	manganese	content,	you	should	definitely	aim	to	clean	out	the	resin	bed	at	least	once	a	year	to	prevent	fouling.	Most	water	softener	cleaners	can	be	added	directly	to	the	brine	tank	of	your	water	softener.	If	you	use	low-purity	salt,	like	rock	salt,	you	may	need	to	clean	the	tank
more	frequently	to	remove	a	buildup	of	dirt.	If	you	have	a	WaterBoss	water	softener	or	think	you	may	need	a	new	water	softener,	contact	us.	Shop	Now	Posted	in	Water	Softeners	If	you	own	a	water	softener,	you	probably	already	know	that	hard	water	can	have	a	significant	impact	on	your	home’s	plumbing,	appliances,	and	fixtures.	The	good	news	is
that	this	dirt	won’t	get	into	your	water,	as	it	can’t	dissolve	with	salt.	This	is	the	nasty,	crusty	buildup	that	clogs	pipes,	reduces	water	pressure,	and	damages	appliances	like	water	heaters,	dishwashers,	and	washing	machines.	Make	sure	the	product	is	designed	for,	or	suitable	for,	using	in	water	softeners.	Let's	take	a	closer	look	at	liquid	descalers	and
resin	cleaners,	two	common	types	that	can	make	a	big	difference	in	your	water	softener's	performance.	Eco-friendly	formulas	are	a	great	option,	as	they	minimize	harm	to	the	environment	while	still	providing	effective	cleaning.	Hard	water	can	compromise	all	of	your	water	using	appliances,	including	your	water	softener.Why	Water	Softener	Cleaners
Are	ImportantWhile	water	softeners	are	very	effective	at	removing	hardness	minerals,	they	aren’t	entirely	maintenance-free.	To	participate	in	the	warranty	extension	program,	you	must	register	your	system	on	Whirlpool’s	website	and	hold	onto	your	system	and	cleanser	receipts.	How	Often	Should	I	Clean	My	Water	Softener	System?	Don't	wait	until
it's	too	late	–	take	action	today	to	prevent	costly	repairs	and	maintain	a	healthy,	efficient	water	softener.	You'll	want	to	rinse	your	water	softener	after	cleaning	to	remove	any	residue.	The	brine	tank	requires	more	effort	to	clean	than	the	resin	tank,	and	may	need	to	be	cleaned	more	frequently.	Water	softeners	are	in	constant	daily	use,	and	their	24/7
contact	with	water	eventually	leads	to	a	buildup	of	impurities	inside	the	tanks.	With	a	cleaner	system,	you'll	experience	improved	water	flow	rates,	reduced	energy	consumption,	and	a	significant	decrease	in	maintenance	costs.	By	keeping	your	water	softener	system	clean,	you'll	reap	the	rewards	of	an	extended	lifespan,	fresh	water,	and	a	more
convenient,	cost-effective	lifestyle.	•	Using	a	water	softener	cleaner	helps	restore	system	performance,	extends	appliance	lifespan,	and	improves	skin,	hair,	and	overall	health.	Be	careful	when	removing	salt	bridges	from	the	sides	of	the	water	softener	tank	–	you	don’t	want	to	damage	the	tank.	Back	to	All	Resources	>	Instructional	Water	softeners	are
built	to	last	a	decade	or	more.	Regular	cleaning	and	maintenance	of	your	water	softener	ensure	that	it	continues	to	remove	minerals	and	contaminants	effectively,	providing	you	with	soft,	clean	water.	Set	your	softener	to	perform	a	regeneration	cycle	overnight	after	you’ve	cleaned	out	the	water	softener	tank.	Using	a	cleaner	will	also	extend	the
lifespan	of	your	appliances,	improve	skin	and	hair	health,	and	decrease	maintenance	costs.	By	doing	so,	you'll	be	able	to	enjoy	better-tasting	water,	reduced	energy	bills,	and	a	longer	lifespan	for	your	plumbing	system.	By	removing	built-up	minerals	and	contaminants,	you'll	reduce	the	risk	of	corrosion,	scaling,	and	other	damage	that	can	lead	to	costly
repairs.	Another	maintenance	step	you	can	take	to	make	sure	your	water	softener	is	running	smoothly	is	breaking	the	salt	bridge	that	can	form	inside	your	tank.	Cleaning	out	the	brine	tank	will	get	rid	of	the	sediment.	If	you	see	no	improvement,	it’s	a	sign	that	your	resin	has	completely	checked	out	and	needs	to	be	replaced.	You	can	also	use	a
vinegar-water	mix	to	clean	out	the	brine	tank.	Resin	Cleaners	Your	water	softener's	resin	bed	is	prone	to	fouling,	which	can	greatly	diminish	its	effectiveness,	making	resin	cleaners	an	essential	maintenance	tool	to	restore	its	performance.	Salt	combines	with	water	to	form	a	brine	that	then	washes	the	resin	bed	and	rids	the	beads	of	the	hardness
minerals.	The	EcoPure	EP31	and	EP42	water	softeners	come	with	a	1-year	parts	warranty	that	can	be	extended	to	5	years	with	regular	purchases	of	EcoPure	Water	Softener	Cleaner.	If	you	decide	to	pay	a	professional	to	clean	your	water	softener	during	a	service	and	inspection,	the	cost	is	between	$40	and	$100.	Additionally,	if	you	don't	clean	your
system	regularly,	you	risk	contaminating	your	water	supply,	which	can	have	serious	health	implications.	Try	to	puncture	several	holes	in	the	salt	so	the	bridge	breaks	up	into	pieces.	Alternatively,	set	your	water	softener	to	perform	a	regeneration	cycle,	then	skip	the	rest	of	the	cycle	once	the	brine	tank	has	been	emptied.	Water	softeners	can	be	a
significant	investment!	Proper	maintenance	can	help	protect	that	investment	for	years	to	come	so	your	system	will	continue	to	provide	you	with	high-quality,	soft	water	and	you	won’t	have	to	worry	about	the	return	of	hard	water	headaches.Signs	that	Your	Water	Softener	May	Need	CleaningRegular	maintenance	is	the	best	way	to	ensure	your	water
softener	continues	to	work	effectively.	This	will	allow	the	salt	to	make	contact	with	the	water	once	again.	These	deposits	are	a	clear	indication	of	mineral	buildup,	a	common	consequence	of	hard	water.	This	can	lead	to	a	range	of	hard	water	consequences,	including	dry	skin,	brittle	hair,	and	spotted	dishes.	You	may	think	it's	not	a	big	deal,	but
neglecting	regular	cleaning	can	lead	to	serious	consequences.	Break	up	the	salt	bridge.	Mix	a	couple	of	drops	of	dish	soap	with	two	cups	of	water	in	a	bucket.	Dip	a	non-abrasive	sponge	in	the	solution	and	scrub	the	insides	of	the	tank	with	the	soapy	water.	The	high	concentration	of	sodium	replaces	the	calcium	and	magnesium	stuck	to	the	resin	bead
and	prepares	the	beads	to	continue	softening	the	water.	Some	of	the	reasons	to	clean	a	water	softener	system	are:	To	prevent	dirt	and	sediment	from	collecting	inside	the	brine	tank	To	prevent	early	fouling	of	the	resin	bed	To	avoid	issues	associated	with	salt	mushing	and	bridging	To	keep	the	water	softener	system	working	efficiently	To	increase	the
lifespan	of	the	resin	To	maintain	the	system’s	components	and	reduce	the	frequency	of	repairs	There	are	two	main	cleaning	tasks	for	a	water	softener:	cleaning	out	the	resin	tank	and	cleaning	out	the	brine	tank.	Rock	salt	is	the	least	expensive	option	and	contains	higher	levels	of	insoluble	minerals,	which	means	over	time	the	inside	of	the	brine	tank
may	become	muddy	in	appearance.	Use	a	resin	cleaning	product,	otherwise	called	a	rust	remover	or	a	rust	stain	remover,	to	clean	the	resin	beads.	This	means	you’ll	have	less	salt	to	scoop	out	of	the	tank,	and	you’ll	be	able	to	see	how	much	dirt	has	built	up	around	the	bottom	of	the	tank.	Evaporated	salt	is	99.9	percent	sodium	chloride,	making	it	the
purest	and	most	effective	option.	Carefully	check	the	instructions	for	the	resin	cleaner.	Proper	cleaning	and	maintenance	will	help	extend	the	life	of	your	water	softener	and	maintain	its	effectiveness.	Scaling	Issues	Appear	When	you	start	noticing	scaling	issues,	such	as	white	or	off-white	deposits	on	your	sink,	shower,	and	appliances,	it's	likely	that
your	water	softener	is	overdue	for	a	cleaning.	Are	Water	Softener	Cleaners	Safe	for	Septic	Systems?	It’s	common	for	dust	and	dirt	to	accumulate	in	these	locations,	potentially	damaging	your	water	softener’s	components.	8%	crosslink	resin	has	a	lifespan	of	about	10	years,	while	10%	crosslink	resin	lasts	for	up	to	20	years.	•	There	are	different	types
of	water	softener	cleaners,	including	liquid	descalers	and	specific	products	for	different	resin	types,	to	cater	to	various	system	needs.	The	purer	your	softener’s	salt	supply,	the	fewer	impurities	it	contains.	You	may	observe	salt	buildup	problems,	scaling	issues,	or	resin	bed	degradation,	which	can	greatly	impact	your	softener's	efficiency.	Different
resin	cleaners	have	different	cleaning	instructions.	Some	cleaners	may	also	include	additional	ingredients	like	scale	inhibitors	or	corrosion	inhibitors	to	protect	your	system	from	damage.	Key	Takeaways	•	Water	softener	cleaner	is	a	product	that	breaks	down	mineral	deposits	in	the	system	to	restore	efficiency	and	improve	water	flow	rates.	As	the
cleaner	works	its	way	through	your	softening	system,	it	targets	the	resin	bed,	where	mineral	buildup	tends	to	accumulate.	Just	follow	the	same	instructions	for	cleaning	the	tank	with	bleach.	Regular	use	of	a	cleaner	prevents	the	buildup	that	can	lead	to	clogs	and	reduced	performance.	But	that's	just	the	beginning	–	you'll	want	to	explore	how	to
choose	the	right	cleaner	for	your	system	and	learn	more	about	the	benefits	of	regular	cleaning.	Wait	until	there’s	not	a	lot	of	salt	left	and	the	brine	tank	is	light	enough	to	easily	lift.	If	your	water	softener	brine	tank	is	dirty,	you’ll	notice	a	buildup	of	brown	or	gray	sediment	around	the	inside	of	the	tank.	When	contemplating	a	salt-free	system,	you'll
want	to	make	sure	the	water	softener	cleaner	is	compatible;	check	the	product's	system	compatibility	before	use,	and	prioritize	regular	filter	maintenance	to	guarantee	peak	performance	and	longevity.	Importance	of	Regular	Softener	Maintenance	Routine	maintenance	is	essential	to	guaranteeing	your	water	softener	operates	efficiently	and
effectively,	preventing	mineral	buildup	and	reducing	the	risk	of	system	failure.	Then	you’ll	need	to	make	the	time	to	clean	it	every	now	and	then.	By	sticking	to	a	routine,	you'll	reduce	the	risk	of	scaling	and	fouling,	which	can	lead	to	costly	repairs	or	even	system	failure.	If	you	notice	that	the	tank	has	mold	that	won’t	budge,	apply	a	natural	mold-
removal	treatment.	With	a	cleaner	system,	you'll	also	notice	improvements	in	your	skin,	hair,	and	overall	health,	as	well	as	a	reduction	in	soap	scum	and	stains	on	your	dishes	and	laundry.	Shop	Now	The	manufacturer’s	full	parts	and	labor	warranty	on	the	Whirlpool	Water	Softeners	can	be	extended	with	regular	purchases	of	Whirlpool	Water	Softener
Cleanser.	Here	are	some	essential	maintenance	routines	to	include	in	your	schedule:	Check	salt	levels	and	refill	as	needed	Inspect	the	brine	tank	for	signs	of	damage	or	corrosion	Run	a	cleaning	cycle	every	1-2	months	to	remove	built-up	residue	Perform	a	full	system	cleaning	every	6-12	months	to	maintain	top	performance	Proper	Cleaning
Techniques	With	your	maintenance	schedule	in	place,	you're	now	ready	to	tackle	the	nitty-gritty	of	cleaning	your	water	softener,	and	it	starts	with	understanding	the	proper	cleaning	techniques	that'll	keep	your	system	running	smoothly.	If	you	plan	to	clean	the	brine	tank	after	removing	salt	bridges,	follow	the	steps	above	to	drain,	rinse,	scrub,	and
refill	the	tank.	Some	products	are	formulated	for	use	with	specific	resin	types,	so	be	sure	to	check	the	compatibility	before	making	a	purchase.	Regular	Maintenance	Schedules	Setting	up	a	consistent	maintenance	schedule	for	your	water	softener	guarantees	its	peak	performance	and	longevity,	avoiding	early	breakdowns	and	expensive	repairs.
Regular	use	of	a	cleaner	prevents	the	buildup	that	can	lead	to	clogs	and	reduced	…	Water	softeners	counteract	those	effects,	by	creating	better	quality	water	that	extends	the	life	of	your	appliances	while	also	helping	you	and	your	home	look	and	feel	better.	Signs	of	resin	bed	degradation	include:	Reduced	water	pressure	Increased	energy	bills	Scaling
issues	Unpleasant	odors	or	tastes	in	your	water	Resin	damage	and	bed	contamination	can	occur	due	to	the	buildup	of	dirt,	sediment,	and	other	impurities.	This	means	your	appliances	will	last	longer,	and	you'll	enjoy	fresh	water	for	years	to	come.	Avoid	harsh	chemicals	like	chlorine,	ammonia,	or	phosphates,	which	can	damage	your	water	softener	or
contaminate	the	environment.	How	to	Use	a	Water	Softener	Cleaner	To	begin	the	cleaning	process,	pour	the	recommended	amount	of	water	softener	cleaner	into	the	brine	tank,	making	sure	to	follow	the	manufacturer's	instructions	for	the	correct	dosage.	But	did	you	know	that	using	a	water	softener	cleaner	is	equally	important	for	maintaining	the
efficiency	and	longevity	of	your	water	softening	system?Hard	Water	Is	Hard	on	Your	Home	and	AppliancesHard	water	contains	a	high	concentration	of	minerals,	primarily	calcium	and	magnesium	ions.	If	your	water	softener	doesn’t	regenerate	as	frequently	as	it	should,	it	won’t	flush	out	the	resin	as	often	as	needed.	God	some	more	questions	about
the	how,	when	and	why	of	cleaning	a	water	softener?	For	more	thorough	cleaning,	mix	1	cup	of	water	softener	cleaner	with	1	gallon	of	warm	water	and	let	it	sit	for	30	minutes	before	rinsing.	That’s	why	salt	always	needs	to	be	present	in	your	system.	Some	cleaners	need	to	be	added	when	the	brine	tank	is	full	of	salt,	while	others	can	only	be	used
when	there’s	not	a	lot	of	salt	in	the	tank.	Signs	You	Need	to	Clean	Your	Softener	As	you	monitor	your	water	softener's	performance,	you'll	notice	specific	signs	indicating	it's	time	for	a	cleaning.	Even	with	regular	cleaning,	your	water	softener	resin	will	expire	eventually.	How	Water	Softener	Cleaner	Works	When	you	pour	a	water	softener	cleaner	into
your	system,	it	immediately	gets	to	work	breaking	down	and	dissolving	mineral	deposits	that	have	built	up	over	time.	If	your	water	softener	has	not	been	regularly	cleaned,	here	are	some	signs	that	cleaning	might	be	necessary:Reduced	efficiencyLow	water	pressureSalt	bridges	or	salt	mushingUnusual	soundsError	codes	or	lightsThese	could	be
indications	that	water	softener	cleaning	would	be	a	good	idea.	When	a	salt	bridge	forms,	your	water	will	not	touch	the	salt	in	the	system.	Remove	the	grid	plate	and	brine	well	from	the	bottom	of	the	brine	tank.	This	is	where	water	softener	cleaners	can	be	highly	beneficial.Water	softener	cleaners	are	specifically	designed	to	break	down	and	remove
mineral	deposits	from	the	resin	beads	in	your	water	softening	system.	By	registering,	you’ll	receive	email	reminders	to	use	Whirlpool	Water	Softener	Cleanser	every	4	months.	When	you	first	get	your	softener,	check	salt	levels	at	least	once	a	month	until	you	establish	a	refilling	schedule.	How	to	Choose	the	Right	Cleaner	You'll	need	to	assess	several
factors	to	select	the	most	effective	water	softener	cleaner	for	your	system,	including	the	type	of	water	softener	you	have,	the	level	of	mineral	buildup,	and	the	cleaner's	concentration	level.	After	the	sitting	time	has	passed,	manually	regenerate	your	water	softener	to	rinse	the	resin	bed	and	remove	any	dirt	and	debris.	You	invested	in	a	water	softener
to	improve	your	water	quality,	and	regular	maintenance	is	vital	to	achieving	that	goal.	Liquid	Descalers	Using	liquid	descalers	is	a	popular	method	for	cleaning	water	softeners,	as	they	effectively	dissolve	and	remove	mineral	buildup.	You	can	create	your	own	water	softener	cleaner	at	home	using	DIY	recipes,	which	offer	cost-effective	alternatives	to
commercial	products,	allowing	you	to	save	money	and	still	maintain	your	water	softener's	efficiency.	Depending	on	the	product	you	choose,	the	steps	for	cleaning	the	resin	beads	will	be	something	like	this:	Dissolve	the	cleaner	in	water	according	to	the	manufacturer’s	instructions.	By	targeting	the	buildup	in	the	resin	bed,	it	reduces	energy
consumption	and	maintenance	costs.	You	should	aim	to	clean	out	a	resin	tank	once	per	year,	or	when	you	carry	out	your	water	softener	service.	After	registration,	you	will	receive	email	reminders	to	use	EcoPure	Water	Softener	Cleaner	every	4	months.	Use	a	shovel	to	scoop	the	sludge	out	of	the	tank,	being	careful	not	to	scrape	the	tank’s	walls.	Opt
for	cleaners	with	plant-based	ingredients,	such	as	citrus	or	coconut-based	formulas,	which	are	biodegradable	and	gentle	on	your	system.	The	Whirlpool	WHES30	and	WHES40	water	softeners	come	with	a	1-year	full	parts	and	labor	warranty	that	can	be	extended	to	5	years.	Cleaner	Ratings:	Check	the	cleaner's	ratings	and	reviews	from	other	users	to
gauge	its	effectiveness.	When	your	water	softener	goes	through	its	regular	regeneration	cycle,	the	cleaner	is	distributed	throughout	the	resin	tank,	breaking	down	mineral	deposits	and	cleaning	the	resin	beads.If	after	using	a	water	softener	cleaner	the	problems	with	your	water	softener	persist,	it	could	be	that	your	system	needs	to	be	serviced	or
replaced.	Next,	allow	the	cleaner	to	sit	for	the	recommended	time,	usually	1-2	hours,	to	allow	the	solution	to	penetrate	the	resin	bed.	Cleanser	can	be	used	in	all	brands	and	models	of	water	softeners	but	is	especially	important	for	homes	with	high	levels	of	manganese	and/or	iron	in	their	water.	•	It	targets	mineral	buildup	in	the	resin	bed,	reducing
energy	consumption	and	maintenance	costs,	and	improving	overall	system	performance.	When	utilizing	water	softener	cleaners,	it's	important	to	make	sure	they're	safe	for	your	septic	system	to	avoid	risks	like	clogs	and	system	failure;	instead,	opt	for	eco-friendly	alternatives	that	are	gentle	on	your	septic	system	and	the	environment.	Using
evaporated	salt	will	also	lead	to	less	overall	maintenance	for	maintaining	your	water	softening	system.	Yes,	you	can	use	vinegar	to	clean	out	your	resin	tank.	Remember,	a	clean	softener	is	a	happy	softener!	Regular	cleaning	extends	the	life	of	your	water	softener	and	guarantees	the	continuous	supply	of	quality	softened	water.	Luckily,	cleaning	a
water	softener	is	easy	enough	to	do	yourself.	Reference	your	owner’s	manual	if	any	issues	arise	between	routine	maintenance	checks	and	always	make	sure	you	have	a	bottle	of	cleanser	ready	if	you	suspect	it’s	time	for	a	cleaning.	A	well-planned	cleaning	schedule	is	essential	to	guarantee	your	water	softener	operates	efficiently.	Leave	the	bleach
solution	for	up	to	30	minutes,	then	scrub	the	inside	of	the	tank	and	dump	the	solution.	85	percent	of	Americans	live	in	hard	water	areas	which	means	their	home	is	using	water	that	may	have	high	levels	of	magnesium,	calcium,	and	sometimes	iron.	As	your	water	softener	works	to	remove	these	minerals	from	your	water,	they	can	create	a	buildup
inside	of	your	system,	even	after	the	system	regenerates.	Why	Regular	Cleaning	Is	Crucial	Regular	maintenance	and	cleaning	of	your	water	softener	system	is	vital	because	mineral	buildup	and	debris	can	greatly	reduce	its	efficiency	and	lifespan.	Once	the	water	is	gone,	you’ll	be	left	with	a	layer	of	sludge	or	salt	at	the	bottom	of	the	tank.	You	can	buy
specialty	resin	cleaner	dispensers	if	you	don’t	want	to	remember	to	clean	the	resin	bed	yourself.	If	a	salt	bridge	forms	in	the	tank,	you’ll	need	to	forget	your	cleaning	schedule	and	clean	the	tank	there	and	then.	Resin	Bed	Degradation	Your	water	softener's	resin	bed,	responsible	for	removing	minerals	that	cause	hard	water,	can	deteriorate	over	time,
rendering	your	system	inefficient	if	not	cleaned	regularly.	Instead,	the	salt	bridge	will	need	to	be	removed,	and	the	tank	cleaned,	before	you	can	refill	the	salt	level.	Drain	the	tank	by	scooping	out	the	water	with	a	large	bucket	or	vacuuming	the	water	with	a	wet	vacuum.	Salt	Buildup	Problems	Salt	buildup	in	your	water	softener	can	cause	a	significant
decrease	in	its	efficiency,	leading	to	reduced	water	pressure,	clogged	pipes,	and	even	corrosion	of	your	plumbing	system.	There	are	several	other	maintenance	tasks	that	should	become	a	part	of	your	softener	checklist	throughout	the	lifetime	of	your	system.	The	softening	process	occurs	when	hard	water	enters	the	system	and	passes	over	the	resin
beads,	which	attract	the	hardness	minerals	in	exchange	for	sodium	ions,	making	soft	water.	This	depends	on	your	water	softener,	but	most	manufacturers	recommend	that	you	service	your	system	once	a	year.	You're	probably	wondering	what	a	water	softener	cleaner	is	and	how	it	can	help	you.	If	you	haven’t	topped	up	your	salt	pellets	in	a	while	but
the	tank	still	looks	full,	use	the	back	of	a	broom	to	gently	press	the	top	layer	of	salt.	The	Whirlpool	WHESFC	water	softener	comes	with	a	2-year	full	parts	and	labor	warranty	that	can	be	extended	to	10	years.	Use	a	soft-bristled	brush	to	scrub	away	stubborn	deposits.	Dry	the	insides	of	the	tank	with	a	towel,	or	let	the	tank	dry	naturally	outside.	Use	a
small	container	or	net	to	fish	the	floating	salt	chunks	out	of	the	water.	High-purity	salt	is	cleaner,	so	it	doesn’t	make	your	brine	tank	as	dirty.	Want	to	learn	more	about	water	softener	regeneration?	When	choosing	a	liquid	descaler,	look	for	a	product	that's	specifically	designed	for	your	type	of	water	softener.	As	salt	crystallization	accumulates,	it	can
lead	to	a	range	of	problems	that	affect	not	only	your	water	softener	but	also	your	entire	plumbing	system.	Always	check	Cleaner	Reviews	to	make	certain	you're	using	a	reputable	product.	This	helps	to	restore	your	water	softener's	efficiency,	allowing	it	to	effectively	remove	minerals	like	calcium	and	magnesium	that	can	cause	scaling.	When	cleaning,
focus	on	tank	sanitation.	Benefits	of	Using	a	Cleaner	By	using	a	water	softener	cleaner,	you	can	restore	your	system's	performance	and	enjoy	a	range	of	benefits	that	impact	your	daily	life	and	the	longevity	of	your	appliances.	These	factors	will	help	you	narrow	down	your	options	and	find	the	best	cleaner	for	your	specific	needs.	To	make	maintenance
a	habit,	set	reminders	for	yourself	to	perform	routine	checks	and	cleanings.	Let’s	look	at	how	to	clean	a	water	softener	brine	tank,	step	by	step:	It	makes	sense	to	clean	the	salt	tank	when	the	sodium	levels	are	low.	Are	you	using	enough	salt?	Try	to	get	the	tank	as	clean	as	possible	with	the	hose,	which	will	make	your	job	easier	in	the	next	stage	of
cleaning.	The	cleaner	will	clean	out	the	resin	bed	as	the	water	softener	regenerates.	The	resin	beads	and	brine	tank	should	get	the	most	attention,	but	don’t	forget	to	keep	the	outside	of	your	water	softening	system	clean.	Reinstall	the	tank	and	refill	the	salt	pellets	until	the	maximum	fill	line.	Even	if	your	water	looks	clean,	it	could	be	depositing	a
whole	host	of	contaminants	inside	the	resin.	Regularly	cleaning	your	water	softener's	tank	and	components	will	prevent	clogs,	reduce	salt	consumption,	and	maintain	peak	performance.	In	addition	to	sodium	chloride,	potassium	chloride	(KCl)	is	a	good	option	for	negating	the	effects	of	hard	water	in	water	softening	systems.	Cleaning	a	water	softener
brine	tank	also	helps	you	to	notice	issues	inside	the	tank,	like	salt	sludge	at	the	bottom	of	the	tank	(known	as	salt	mushing)	and	salt	bridges.	As	hard	water	flows	through	your	pipes,	it	leaves	behind	minerals	like	calcium	and	magnesium,	which	can	cause	scaling	issues.	Here’s	how	to	clean	a	brine	tank	to	get	rid	of	salt	bridges:	Identify	the	salt	bridge.
Bleach	can	be	added	to	the	brine	tank	as	a	sanitizer	–	just	add	2	ounces	of	bleach	to	every	3	gallons	of	water.	Water	softener	cleanser,	an	acid-based	cleaning	solution,	helps	keep	your	water	softener	operating	at	full	efficiency	by	removing	these	residual	minerals	from	the	valve	and	resin	bed	where	the	buildup	can	occur.	A	salt	bridge	is	a	hard,	crusty
layer	of	salt	that	forms	over	the	remaining	salt	in	the	brine	tank.	If	your	water	softener	resin	is	bad,	you’ll	notice	that	your	water	softener	is	using	salt	at	its	usual	rate,	but	your	water	isn’t	soft.	If	left	unchecked,	these	deposits	can	lead	to	clogged	pipes,	reduced	water	pressure,	and	even	damage	to	your	appliances.	Pouring	cleanser	into	your	water
softener	is	a	great	first	step	in	ensuring	the	longevity	of	your	system.	Using	a	water	softener	cleaner	also	extends	the	lifespan	of	your	appliances	and	plumbing	system.	Always	follow	the	manufacturer’s	instructions	when	using	a	water	softener	cleaner.	When	choosing	a	cleaner,	consider	the	following	key	considerations:	Softener	Compatibility:	Verify
the	cleaner	is	compatible	with	your	water	softener's	brand	and	model.	A	clean	water	softener	operates	more	efficiently	by	using	less	salt	and	water	during	the	regeneration	process.	Neglecting	maintenance	can	lead	to	a	decrease	in	system	efficiency,	compromising	the	quality	of	your	water.	Soft	water	leads	to:	No	embarrassing	stains	or	hard	water
deposits	…	Water	softeners	use	a	process	called	‘ion	exchange’	to	remove	the	calcium	and	magnesium	minerals	from	your	water	as	it	enters	your	home.	Remove	any	debris,	sediment,	or	salt	buildup	from	the	brine	tank.	A	buildup	of	dirt	is	common,	especially	if	you	use	softening	salt	with	less	than	99%	purity,	as	the	dirt	and	impurities	mixed	in	with
the	salt	will	end	up	collecting	in	the	tank.	Turn	the	bypass	valve	so	that	water	flows	back	into	the	system.	Using	potassium	chloride,	though	more	expensive,	would	benefit	members	of	households	who	face	sodium-related	health	concerns.	The	result?	Here	are	some	key	benefits	of	using	a	certified	resin	cleaner:	Extended	resin	longevity	through
effective	fouling	removal	Restored	water	softener	performance,	ensuring	soft	water	supply	Reduced	maintenance	costs	and	extended	system	lifespan	Peace	of	mind,	knowing	your	water	softener	is	operating	at	its	best	Ingredients	to	Look	for	in	Cleaners	When	shopping	for	a	water	softener	cleaner,	scrutinize	the	ingredient	list	for	effective	and	gentle
components	that	can	successfully	remove	mineral	buildup	without	damaging	your	system.	To	prevent	this,	you	need	a	reliable	resin	cleaner	that	effectively	removes	contaminants	and	mineral	buildup.	Water	softeners	should	be	cleaned	regularly	to	keep	them	in	operation.	That’s	why	you	should	install	your	water	softener	in	a	dry	part	of	your	home.
The	user	manual	should	provide	more	information	on	how	to	service	your	water	softener.	Salt	bridges	can	be	deceiving,	giving	the	impression	that	the	tank	still	contains	a	lot	of	salt,	when	the	space	beneath	the	bridge	might	be	completely	empty.	We’ve	answered	your	most	common	FAQs	below.	As	the	mineral	buildup	accumulates,	you	may	notice
that	your	water	softener	is	working	less	efficiently.	The	fewer	impurities	in	the	salt,	the	more	evaporated	salt	is	produced,	and	the	less	sediment	is	left	behind.	By	incorporating	this	cleaning	method	into	your	maintenance	routine,	you'll	enjoy	better-tasting	water,	reduced	energy	consumption,	and	a	longer	lifespan	for	your	water	softener.	•	Choosing
the	right	cleaner	involves	verifying	compatibility,	checking	ratings,	and	considering	concentration	levels,	ingredients,	and	specific	features	like	rust	removal.	Once	the	tank	is	light	enough	to	carry,	detach	it	from	your	water	supply	and	pour	the	rest	of	the	brine	solution	down	the	drain.	But	if	you	want	to	reduce	your	water	softener	cleaning	duties,
there	are	a	few	things	you	can	do:	High	iron,	manganese,	and	chlorine	levels	are	known	to	damage	the	resin	bed	in	a	water	softener.	Most	brine	tanks	will	need	to	be	cleaned	every	6	to	12	months.	This	stops	the	creation	of	brine,	which	recharges	the	resin	bed	in	your	system	and	ultimately	softens	the	water.	If	you	want	to	clean	the	resin	less
frequently,	and	enjoy	a	longer-lasting	resin,	install	a	whole	house	water	filter	that	removes	these	harmful	contaminants	before	water	enters	the	softener.	Bash	hard,	stubborn	pieces	of	salt	that	are	stuck	to	the	sides	with	a	broom	handle.	Conclusion	You've	made	it	to	the	final	flush!	Cleaning	your	water	softener	is	like	giving	your	car	a	tune-up	–	it
keeps	the	engine	running	smoothly.	Make	sure	your	water	softener	regenerates	according	to	your	household	water	usage	and	your	water	hardness.	It’s	not	always	easy	to	spot	these	issues	during	a	salt	refill,	but	if	you’re	emptying	out	the	entire	tank,	they’ll	quickly	become	obvious.	You	won’t	need	to	pay	for	a	professional	to	do	the	job	for	you	–	and
cleaning	supplies	cost	less	than	$10.	If	the	salt	won’t	move,	you	probably	have	a	salt	bridge.	Salt	bridges	are	caused	by	high	humidity	or	the	wrong	kind	of	salt	poured	into	the	system.	Rinse	the	tank	with	clean	water,	then	dump	again	to	get	rid	of	the	remaining	bleach	water,	before	adding	new	salt	to	the	tank.	Set	a	reminder	to	clean	your	system
every	1-3	months,	depending	on	usage	and	water	quality.	Yes.	If	you	neglect	to	clean	your	water	softener,	the	resin	bed	can	become	damaged,	leading	to	decreased	performance	and	eventually,	system	failure.	Pour	warm	or	hot	water	onto	the	bridge	if	the	salt	is	fully	compacted.	of	Softener	Cleaner	into	the	brine	well	Replace	the	brine	well	cover	and
close	the	water	softener	Press	and	hold	the	recharge	button	for	3	seconds	(to	manually	regenerate	the	system)	Wait	2	hours	before	using	your	water	The	manufacturer	recommends	using	a	bottle	of	water	softener	cleaner	every	4	months	to	keep	your	system	running	efficiently.	There	are	three	types	of	salt	with	the	highest	composition	of	sodium
chloride	(NaCl)	to	pick	from	for	use	in	your	brine	tank:	rock,	solar	and	evaporated	salt.	This	not	only	saves	you	money	on	utility	bills	but	also	reduces	your	impact	on	the	environment.Using	a	water	softener	cleaner	can	also	extend	the	system’s	service	life.	The	brine	tank	should	ideally	be	cleaned	once	every	6-12	months,	and	the	resin	tank	should	be
cleaned	once	a	year.	Here’s	a	video	explaining	the	process:	Get	the	right	kind	of	water	softener	cleaner	for	your	system.	When	selecting	a	resin	cleaner,	look	for	products	with	Cleaner	certification,	ensuring	they	meet	industry	standards	for	safety	and	effectiveness.	Do	I	Need	to	Rinse	My	Water	Softener	After	Cleaning?	These	dispensers	sit	inside	your
brine	tank	and	add	measured	amounts	of	solution	to	the	system	every	day.
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