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Which	are	the	most	powerful	military	in	the	world?	It	is	an	outwardly	simple	question	that	hides	a	considerable	degree	of	complexity.	Power,	after	all,	is	relative.	The	military	decides	where	to	invest	their	resources	based	on	unique	national	factors	of	topography	and	geostrategy	â​​	a	path	of	development	that	makes	one	military	â​​potentâ​​	would	not
necessarily	be	feasible	for	another.	With	that	said,	GlobalFirepower’s	Military	Force	Classification	Index	employs	a	unique	formula	that	it	manages	to	control	for	many	of	the	variables	that	can	make	these	comparisons	so	shocking.	Here	are	the	five	soldiers	who,	with	widespread	expert	consensus,	are	currently	the	strongest.	1.	The	United	States	The
United	States	again	took	the	crown	of	the	world’s	strongest	military	in	2021,	surpassing	its	closest	competitor	by	a	small	but	steady	margin.	With	its	massive,	if	partially	inflated,	defense	budget,	expansive	infrastructure,	huge	workforce,	and	a	large	pool	of	potential	fit-for-service	recruits,	the	United	States	passes	all	the	basic	criteria	of	modern
military	power	with	flying	colors.	Its	raw	potential	is	matched	with	a	robust	defense	industry,	responsible	for	some	of	the	world’s	advanced	military	hardware.	The	United	States	leads	the	world	in	air	power,	quantitatively	and	qualitatively	beating	its	closest	competitor	in	most	if	not	all	categories	of	aircraft.	It	keeps	by	far	the	most	active	air	carriers
in	the	world,	enjoying	a	global	strike	reach	through	the	doctrinal	concept	of	the	United	States	Navy	of	Carrier	Strike	Groups.	2.	Russia	Russia	Russia	Russia	has	recovered	from	its	post-Soviet	military	slump,	launching	a	series	of	far-reaching	modernization	projects	to	revitalize	its	aging	air	force	and	navy.	The	fruits	of	that	work	can	easily	be	seen	in
2021,	with	a	new	generation	of	Russian	strategic	submarines	and	cruise	missiles	closing	the	qualitative	gap	with	their	US	counterparts.	Russia’s	growing	force	of	modernized	corvettes	and	other	small	vessels	reflects	Moscow’s	commitment	to	a	coastal	defence	force.	Meanwhile,	Russia	continues	to	hold	a	large	quantitative	edge	in	the	United	States	in
all	land	power	categories	other	than	armored	vehicles.	The	aviation	matchup	is	still	a	bit	lopsided	in	favor	of	the	United	States;	as	illustrated	by	its	new	Su-57	air	superiority	fighter,	Russia	is	currently	more	interested	in	developing	air-based	meters	to	U.S.	stealth	penetration	platforms	than	investing	in	similar	capabilities.	3.	China	Even	though	it	is
far	away	from	its	Russian	and	US	competitors,	China	continues	to	make	significant	long-term	investments	in	all	its	military	branches.	With	the	second	largest	military	budget	and	by	far	the	largest	pool	The	Chinese	Army	shows	the	potential	for	explosive	growth	over	relatively	short	periods	of	time.	China’s	considerable	raw	resources	are	being	used
through	a	set	of	ambitious	procurement	programmes	in	the	coming	decades,	ranging	from	its	own	carrier	Groupings	in	a	fleet	of	bombers	and	sixth	generation	hunting.	4.	India	Despite	its	budget	for	the	relatively	modest	defense	and	the	lack	of	military	production	compared	to	the	first	three	world	powers,	the	military	potential	of	India	derives	from	its
massive	workforce	and	its	equally	impressive	reserve	of	services.	India	maintains	a	large,	even	if	partially	not	modernized,	list	of	tanks,	as	well	as	a	formidable	coastal	defense	force	and	a	robust	artillery	reserve.	While	remaining	a	military	hardware	importer,	New	Delhi	has	made	recent	passages,	largely	through	production	agreements	and	transfer
of	licensed	technology,	to	lay	the	foundations	for	an	increasingly	self-sufficient	national	defense	industry.	5.	Japan	Japan	supplanted	France	for	fifth	place	in	2020,	taking	advantage	of	its	wealth,	its	relatively	broad	defense	budget	and	its	impressive	infrastructure.	While	maintaining	a	robust	aerial	force	and	an	active	presence	in	some	naval	categories
such	as	destroyers	and	submarines,	the	world	ranking	of	Japan	is	reduced	by	the	relative	lack	of	land	forces.	Mark	Episkopos	is	the	new	national	security	reporter	for	national	interest.	Image:	Flickr.	Photo	Courtesy:	Chandan	Khanna	/	AFP	/	Getty	Images	Music	is	a	universal	language	that	challenges	international	borders	and	celebrates	different
cultures.	It	evokes	sensations	that	no	other	means	can	arouse	physical	and	emotional	reactions	that	can	change	our	thoughts,	beliefs	and	actions.	It	helps	us	to	express	ourselves	at	deeper	levels	and	draws	on	a	part	of	the	human	condition	that	motivates	us	to	make	a	difference.	Music	is	not	just	pleasant,	but	ã	immensely	powerful,	and	this	is	one	of
the	main	reasons	why	we	use	it	to	send	messages	and	inspire	action.	Because	of	this	power,	protests	and	music	are	often	interconnected.	In	addition	to	«amplifying	words'»	in	the	songs	that	can	represent	requests	for	change,	Mariusz	Kozak,	music	professor	of	Columbia	University,	declared	at	Washington	Post	that	«music	is	important	to	express
political	messages	because	it	creates	a	sense	of	Emotional	connection	and	social	coherence,	even	among	strangers.	"He	can	really	change	the	world.	Ã,	Photo	Courtesy:	Michael	Ochs	Archives	/	Stringer	/	Getty	Images	Written	and	composed	of	the	Teacher	of	Jewish	school	Abel	Meeropol	and	registered	by	the	famous	singer	Jazz	Billie	Holiday,	Â
«Strange	Fruita»	protested	against	the	horrible	lynches	of	American	blacks,	in	particular	During	the	end	of	the	XIX	and	the	beginning	of	the	20th	century.	Get	out	the	same	year	of	Gone	with	the	Wind,	Â	«No	song	in	American	history	has	never	been	so	guaranteed	to	silence	a	public	or	generate	this	discomfort."	Of	the	song,	Holiday	said,	Â	«The	first
time	that	I	sung,	I	thought	it	was	a	mistake	...	there	was	not	even	a	pinch	of	applause	when	I	have	Then	a	single	person	began	to	applaud	nervously.	Then,	suddenly,	everyone	applauded.	"The	disturbing	ballad	soon	became	an	anthem	for	continuation	continuation	movement	in	the	United	States,	and,	later,	the	emerging	civil	rights	movement	of	the
1950s	and	1960s.	Photo	Courtesy:	Brian	Shuel/Getty	Images	Bob	Dylan	has	made	a	poetic	and	moving	career	of	penning	ballads.	He	wrote	“A	Hard	Rain’s	A-Gonna	Fall”	in	response	to	the	suffering	that	has	occurred	in	the	world	and	what	he	saw	as	an	unparalleled	evil	taking	on	the	company	following	the	Cuban	missile	crisis.	Originally	written	as	a
poem	and	based	on	an	old	English	folk	ballad,	the	lyrics	of	the	song	tell	of	a	mother	questioning	her	street	son	about	where	he	has	been,	and	her	answers	reveal	that	he	was	traveling	the	world,	only	finding	a	home,	anguish	and	cruel	contempt	for	people	and	the	environment.	“A-Skirt	Fall”	was	released	at	the	height	of	the	Cold	War,	and	members	of
the	US	anti-nuclear	movement	used	the	song	to	convey	their	opposition	to	the	dangers	of	nuclear	technology.	Photo	Courtesy:	Tom	Copi/Michael	Ochs	Archives/Getty	Images	Singer	and	pianist	Nina	Simone’s	“Mississippi	Goddam”	took	only	an	hour	to	compose.	It	was	written	in	response	to	the	murders	of	Emmett	Till	and	Medgar	Evers	in	Mississippi
and	the	16th	Street	Baptist	Church	bombing	that	took	place	in	Birmingham,	Alabama,	ultimately	protesting	the	â​œagonizingly	slowâ​​	pace	of	justice	and	social	change	for	black	Americans.	â​​was	my	first	“It	slipped	away	faster	than	I	could	write	it”,	Simone	recalled.	“It	was	first	performed	in	front	of	a	predominantly	white	audience	at	Carnegie	Hall,	but
it	was	quickly	banned	in	some	southern	states	â​​	and	just	as	quickly	it	became	an	anthem	for	the	civil	rights	movement.	In	2019,	the	Library	of	Congress	preserved	the	protest	track	in	the	National	Register	of	Records	for	its	cultural,	historical	and	aesthetic	significance.	Photo	courtesy:	Gems/Getty	Images	In	the	early	1970s,	protests	against	the
Vietnam	War	peaked,	unemployment	rates	rose,	mass	incarceration	of	proliferating	black	people,	and	police	brutality	ran	rampant	across	the	country.	After	witnessing	a	clash	between	police	and	protesters,	Renaldo	“Obie”	Benson	of	the	Four	Tops	was	inspired	to	write	“What’s	Going	On”,	a	song	that	not	only	spoke	about	the	suffocating	effects	of
violence	on	society,	but	also	called	for	unification	and	unity	to	combat	these	problems.	Marvin	Gaye	recorded	the	song	after	he	decided	to	change	the	themes	of	his	music	in	response	to	the	restlessness	he	saw	all	over	the	country,	asking	himself,	“With	the	world	exploding	around	me,	how	am	I	supposed	to	keep	singing	love	songs?”The	juxtaposition
of	his	jazzy	melody	and	the	painful	lyrics	captures	attention	was	drawn	to	Detroit,	where	Gaye	had	lived	years,	and	the	protesters	there	used	the	song	that	boosted	change.	Within	a	few	years	after	the	release	of	“What’s	Going	On”,	Detroit	elected	its	first	black	mayor	and	formed	a	police	commission	led	by	civilians.	The	song	was	“revolutionary”,
explains	Detroit	historian	Ken	Coleman.	Coleman.Going	“Helping	people	make	these	changes	could	happen”.Photo	courtesy:	Paul	Natkin/Getty	Images	In	1972,	unarmed	citizens	marched	in	London,	a	major	city	in	Northern	Ireland,	to	protest	the	British	internment	of	suspected	Irish	nationalists	without	a	fair	trial.	British	soldiers	shot	26	of	the
demonstrators,	killing	14	and	injuring	others	who	tried	to	assist	the	victims	of	the	massacre.	In	recognition	and	protest	of	the	event,	Irish	rock	band	U2	wrote	“Blood	Sunday.”	The	song	quickly	came	to	symbolize	a	decade-long	period	called	the	Troubles,	during	which	Northern	Ireland	experienced	intense	and	violent	conflict	over	political	and
religious	tensions.	Bloody	Sunday	almost	immediately	brought	the	world’s	attention	to	Northern	Ireland’s	dangerous	social	climate.	It	remains	one	of	the	band’s	most	popular	songs	to	date	â​​	and	one	of	the	most	powerful	protest	songs	ever	penitent.	Photo	Courtesy:	Michael	Ochs	Archives/Getty	Images	In	the	late	1980s,	the	United	States	saw
significant	increases	in	crack	addiction	in	major	cities,	a	government	that	intentionally	neglected	the	populations	most	affected	by	the	AIDS	crisis,	and	continued	social	unrest	as	groups	around	the	country	protested	social	and	racial	inequalities..	These	events	and	conditions	inspired	Public	Enemy	to	deposit	the	lyrics	for	“Fight	the	Power”	at	the
request	of	director	Spike	Lee	for	his	1989	film	Do	the	Right	Thing.	Using	more	loops	and	speeches	from	civil	rights	leaders,	the	song	became	a	hymn	expressing	“revolutionary	rage”	about	“a	crucial	period	in	America’s	struggle	with	race.”	His	lyrics	ask	listeners	to	â​​fight	the	power	that	beâ​​	a	line	that	today’s	social	activists	still	use	as	a	rally	cry	to
mobilize	and	fight	back.	Photo	Courtesy:	NBC/Getty	Images	Actor	Donald	Glover,	whose	musician	goes	by	the	pseudonym	Childish	Gambino,	wrote	and	produced	this	contemporary	protest	track	to	address	the	ongoing	horror	of	mass	shootings	and	the	epidemic	of	gun	violence	in	the	United	States.	The	harsh	song	also	highlights	other	critical	social
issues	affecting	American	society,	particularly	by	focusing	on	the	grotesque	effects	of	systemic	racism.	“This	is	America”	addresses	the	pain	that	comes	from	living	under	a	system	that	perpetuates	the	harmful	treatment	of	marginalized	groups,	explaining	how	people	try	to	work	on	that	pain	by	accepting	and	overcoming	it	â​​​	but	are	never	fully	capable
of	doing	so.	The	song	became	a	call	to	action	during	the	widespread	2020	protests	against	police	brutality	that	developed	across	the	country	after	the	murder	of	George	Floyd,	and	remains	a	“surreal	and	visceral	statement”	that	implores	American	society	to	pursue	justice.	Courtesy:	Ø3Û小ØØ	̄	Ø1Ø	̈Ø§Ø3	Ø’Ø±ÛØ1ØaÛ	̄/Getty	Images	Translate	to
â​​Broken	Rock,â​​	“Pareh	Sang”	decries	the	devastation	artist	Mehdi	Yarrahi	saw	it	took	place	around	his	home	province	in	Iran	as	a	result	of	the	Iran	war	Iraq	Iran-Iraq	Spanning	most	of	the	’80s.	After	the	song’s	release,	Iranian	officials	asked	Yarrahi	to	change	the	song’s	controversial	lyrics,	which	tell	of	the	trauma	of	the	enduring	war	and	the
suffering	of	the	Iran-Iraq	war	that	was	perpetuated	for	decades	in	the	hometown	of	Yarrahi.	Yarrahi	was	censored	after	refusing	to	change	those	lyrics,	and	authorities	froze	on	the	singer,	urging	him	to	remove	the	song	completely	from	his	catalog.	But	Yarrahi	continued	to	refuse	to	change	the	lyrics,	performing	them	in	a	live	concert	before	being
excluded	from	playing	altogether.	However,	the	song	continues	to	raise	awareness	and	inspire	activism	among	new	generations	of	Iranians.	Photo	courtesy:	Jason	Koerner	/	Stringer	/	Getty	Images	What	translates	into	“Fatherland	and	Life”	has	become	a	rebuke	of	Cuba’s	official	slogan,	“Homeland	or	Death”,	in	the	wake	of	2021	protests	against
Cuba’s	communist	government,	its	response	to	the	Covid-19	pandemic	and	the	economic	crisis	affecting	the	country’s	supplies	of	food	and	medicines	of	the	country.	Singer	Yotonuel	Romero	and	fellow	Cuban	musicians	Genti	de	Zona,	Decidemer	Bueno,	Maykel	Osorbo	and	El	Funky	composed	the	song	in	an	attempt	to	recover	and	revise	Cuba’s	motto
and	protest	the	Cuban	government’s	continued	failure	to	invest	in	improving	the	lives	of	its	citizens.	The	artists	received	an	intense	backlash	from	the	Communist	Party	of	Cuba	following	the	release	of	the	music	video	in	February	2021.	However,	the	song	went	viral,	its	lyrics	resonating	with	protesters	protesting	the	country’s	living	conditions,	power
outages	and	shortages	of	food	and	medicine	...	â	̈¬	before	and	during	the	pandemic.	â	̈”Patronia	y	vidaÃ¢	â	̈	̈	is	frequently	heard	being	sung	at	protests	and	marches	as	an	invitation	to	freedom	and	â	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	̈	in	New	Dawn.Ã	̈	̈	̈	̈	of	dawn.
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