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The	Sumerian	Empire	flourished	between	4000-2000	BC,	followed	by	the	Akkadian	Empire's	rise	to	power	from	2350-2000	BC.	The	Assyrian	Empire	eventually	expanded	its	territories	in	northern	Mesopotamia	and	reached	its	peak	under	Tiglath-Piliser	I	around	1100	BC.	This	was	followed	by	a	series	of	conflicts	with	Babylon,	including	the	conquests
of	Hammurabi	and	Nebuchadnezzar	II.	The	Neo-Babylonian	Empire	emerged	after	the	fall	of	Nineveh	in	612	BC,	led	by	Nabopolassar	and	later	his	son	Nebuchadnezzar	II.	Meanwhile,	outside	of	Mesopotamia,	the	Persian	Empire	rose	to	power	under	Cyrus	the	Great	in	536	BC.	In	ancient	Greece,	Xerxes	I	attempted	to	conquer	Greece	with	a	massive
army	but	was	unsuccessful	in	480	BC.	The	Battle	of	Gaugamela	saw	Alexander	defeat	Persia	in	333	BC.	In	biblical	history,	key	events	include	the	creation	story	and	the	flood	around	5000	BC,	followed	by	the	stories	of	Abraham,	Isaac,	Joseph,	Moses,	Saul,	David,	Solomon,	and	the	division	of	Israel	into	Israel	(North)	and	Judah	(South).	The	Assyrian
Empire	conquered	Israel	in	721	BC,	while	Babylon	was	taken	captive	by	the	Assyrians	in	606	BC.	The	Persian	Empire	released	Judah	to	return	home	after	70	years	in	captivity	from	536	BC.	Dr.	Stephen	Leston	is	the	director	of	the	Center	for	Pioneer	Church	Planting	in	Los	Fresnos,	Texas.	He	has	extensive	experience	training	church	planters	to
minister	to	the	unreached.	Prior	to	this	role,	Dr.	Leston	served	as	pastor-teacher	at	Kishwaukee	Bible	Church	in	Sycamore,	Illinois,	and	pastored	churches	in	Petersburg,	Alaska,	and	Warrenville,	Illinois.	For	over	20	years,	he	has	been	dedicated	to	teaching	God's	Word	and	training	individuals	to	teach	others	about	the	Bible.	Dr.	Leston	is	also	a
published	author,	having	written	"Illustrated	Guide	to	Bible	Battles"	as	well	as	several	commentaries	for	the	Layman's	Bible	Commentary	series.	He	is	married	to	his	wife	Heather,	and	they	have	four	children	together.	The	item	is	in	excellent	condition,	with	only	minor	signs	of	wear	and	very	minimal	markings	inside.	The	seller	has	a	flawless	rating	of
5	out	of	5	stars	and	offers	high-quality	products.
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