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Benedictine	is	really	a	secret	elixir	originally	created	by	a	16th	century	monk?	Or	was	Alexandre	Le	Grand,	the	wine	merchant	who	started	producing	gold	liqueur	in	the	middle	of	the	1800s,	just	a	shy	businessman	pulling	a	fast?	We	will	discover	our	river	cruise	from	Paris	to	Normandy!	Cruises	of	the	Normandy	River	The	Gemma	Scenic	in	Les
Andelys,	Normandy	Several	river	cruise	lines	offer	Seine	River	cruises	from	Paris	to	Normandy,	usually	seven	night	cruises	(see	at	the	end	for	details).	We	are	sailing	with	the	Scenic	deluxe	cruise	line	on	the	Scenic	gem	on	a	10	night	cruise.	The	longer	route	of	10	nights	(more	than	7	nights)	gives	us	more	time	to	explore	the	Normandy	region	in	a
little	more	depth.	(Other	river	cruises	visit	many	of	the	same	river	ports	of	Scenic	–	but	some	are	different,	like	our	Benedictine	Palace	tour).	The	Benedictine	mystery	on	our	river	cruise	from	Paris	to	Normandy	Benedictine,	the	mystical	liqueur	said	to	have	been	condemned	by	a	monk,	is	made	in	the	Benedictine	palace	in	Gothic	style	In	the	French
city	of	Fecamp,	Scenic	organized	a	special	dinner	at	the	Benedictine	Palace	for	guests	sailing	on	the	cruise	ship	Scenic	Gem.	And	so,	dressed	and	with	champagne	glasses	in	hand,	we	walk	through	the	rooms	of	the	large	palace	with	its	flamed	arches	and	stained	glass.	A	trio	of	classical	musicians	sounds	in	the	background.	After	admiring	the
collection	of	historical	books	and	art	of	Le	Grand,	you	will	dine	in	a	chandelier	room	lit	on	lobster,	duck	potato	and	lamb	charlotte	–	followed	by	abundant	Benedictine	payments,	of	course.	What	about	the	mystery?	No	one	really	knows	if	Benedictine	can	be	traced	back	to	the	16th	century	monk.	True	or	not,	the	mystery	flowing	Benedictine	assured	the
success	of	the	drink	after	dinner.	We	are	treated	for	a	elaiceps	elaiceps	otnuigga	nu	onodulcni	cinecS	emuif	led	ereicorc	el	ettuT	)onittedeneB	ozzalaP	:otiderC(	enieS	meG	cinecS	emuif	lus	areicorc	artson	allus	iuq	elaiceps	experience	like	this,	not	offered	on	similar	cruises	from	other	lines.	But	in	reality,	many	of	our	activities	are	memorable	in	their
way	that	it	is	difficult	to	ban	our	dinner	at	the	Palace	as	the	“premier”	experience.	Itinerary	from	Paris	to	Normandy	The	cruise	on	the	Normandy	River	from	10	nights	with	cruises	Scenic	is	the	track	to	travel	from	Paris	to	Honfleur	(Scenic	cruise	line)	Our	cruise	on	the	Scenic	Gem	River	leaves	in	Paris.	In	the	“city	of	lights”,	there	are	many	non-tourist
things	to	do	beyond	the	Eiffel	Tower.	We	are	happy,	however,	to	simply	walk	until	we	can	no	longer	walk	–	taking	in	some	of	the	best	arrondissement	in	Paris.	The	Gem	Scenic	binds	to	the	village	of	Les	Andelys;	we	love	how	easy	it	is	to	go	back	and	forth!	Then	we	sail	on	the	coast	of	Normandy,	beyond	the	gypsum	cliffs	and	gently	rolling	green	banks,
crushing	through	several	locks,	before	returning	to	Paris.	Some	of	Normandy's	wooden	houses	and	buildings	have	over	a	thousand	years	along	the	way,	we	stop	to	see	secular	castles	and	cathedrals,	flower	gardens,	art	studies	and	museums	outside	the	paths.	The	views	and	landscapes	remind	us	that	the	Seine	valley	is	the	cradle	of	Gothic	France,	as
well	as	the	cradle	of	Impressionism.	A	city	we	visit	is	Lyons	La	Foret,	officially	classified	as	one	of	the	“most	beautiful	villages	of	France”	Bicycling	at	the	Victor	Hugo	Museum	We	perhaps	have	the	most	fun	on	e-bikes	(the	river	ship	has	25	well	maintained	electric	bikes	on	board).	In	Caudebec-en-Caux,	we	join	the	bike	ride	to	the	Victor	Hugo	Museum
in	the	lovely	hamlet	of	Villequier.	Our	short	ride	is	easy,	thanks	in	part	to	the	new	Seine	Valley	Cycle	Route,	which	runs	about	75	miles	along	the	Seine	River.	Guests	of	the	Scenic	Gem	bicycle	at	the	Victor	Hugo	Museum	on	a	guided	hike	The	museum	was	oncefamily	holiday	home	of	a	wealthy	shipowner	whose	son	married	Victor	Hugo's	daughter
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auqca'd	onidraig	ous	lI	the	long	stretch	of	the	golden	beach.	are	in	sharp	contrast	with	the	joyful	beach	windkarts	(or	sand	yacht)	–	basically	tricycle	tricycleto	huge	sails-waiting	today's	drivers	to	mount	along	the	sand	full	of	hard.	The	afternoon	includes	the	possibility	to	visit	Juno	Beach,	where	the	Canadians	landed.	(The	other	option	is	to	visit
Omaha	Beach,	where	Americans	are	landed.)	Created	by	the	Canadian	artist,	Colin	Gibson,	five	military	figures	are	represented	in	the	sculpture	of	"REMEMBRANZA	e	RENDIUTTO"	on	Juno	Beach	Normandy	of	cows,	cream,	cheese	and	cheese	More	...	our	cruise	on	the	river	on	the	panoramic	gem	faces	many	other	attractions	and	activities.	Pretty
Honfleur	on	the	coast	of	Normandy	is	one	of	the	stops	of	our	scenic	cruise	on	the	Sesine	River.	And	the	visit	to	the	sunset	on	a	farm	organic	manor	for	tastings	of	cider	and	calvados,	accompanied	by	local	cream	cheeses.	We	taste	Calvados	(a	brandy	of	apples)	and	cider	on	a	sunset	visit	to	an	organic	manor	farm	and	visit	the	vast	gardens	arranged
behind	the	palace	of	Vaux-le-Vicomte	(on	which	Versailles	was	shaped)	and	the	elegant	seaside	resort	of	Deauville.	The	Chateau	de	Vaux-le-Vicomte	inspired	Louis	X1V	to	build	Versailles	and	we	can't	forget	the	fairy	tale	book	Chateau	de	Chantilly!	It	houses	the	second	largest	collection	of	ancient	paintings	after	the	Louvre.	(You	must	see:	two
exquisite	works	by	Rafael,	the	artist	of	the	Italian	Renaissance.)	The	Chateau	de	Chantilly	houses	a	fabulous	collection	of	art	everywhere-the	Seine	flows	into	Normandy,	paints	the	perfect	scenes	that	believe	the	rich	and	turbulent	history	rich	and	turbulent.	And	in	Paris,	which	eliminates	this	cruise,	the	swans	that	slide	on	the	river	add	a	serenity	air
to	this	vibrant	city	of	ineffable	charm.	The	panoramic	gem	in	Caudebec-en-Caux	(credit:	line	of	panoramic	cruises)	ask	around	the	most	deluxe	cruises	of	the	river	in	Europe-and	you	will	feel	cruises	and	panoramic	luxury	tours,	an	Australian	company,advertised	advertised	the	creme	de	la	creme.	The	company	offers	several	Scenic	river	cruises	in
France	¢Ã​Â​Â	on	the	Seine	River	in	Normandy	and	in	Bordeaux	on	the	Garonne,	Dordogne	and	Gironde	Rivers.	Scenic	River	Cruises	review	River	cruises	are	different	than	ocean	cruises.	If	you¢Ã​Â​Âre	new	to	river	cruising,	read	our	post	on	why	people	love	river	cruising.	Scenic	¢Ã​Â​Âspace	ships¢Ã​Â​Â:	A	standard	balcony	cabin	on	the	Scenic	Gem
(Credit:	Scenic	River	Cruises)	Scenic	Cruises	has	a	fleet	of	16+	river	ships	plying	the	waterways	in	Europe	and	Asia.	Dubbed	¢Ã​Â​Âspace	ships¢Ã​Â​Â	because	of	the	large	public	areas,	the	ultra-modern	ships	come	with	lots	of	bells	and	whistles	¢Ã​Â​Â	like	showers	with	multiple	jets	(get	a	back	massage	while	lathering	up).	Most	cabins	have	glass
balconies	that	cleverly	turn	into	enclosed	sun	rooms	at	the	touch	of	a	button.	Scenic	Gem	cruise	ship:	The	Scenic	Gem​Ã	Âcruise	ship	passes	under	a	bridge	on	the	Seine	River	Our	ship,	the	128-passenger	Scenic	Gem	cruise	ship,	was	designed	specifically	to	sail	on	the	Seine	River,	with	the	ability	to	dock	in	Honfleur.	It¢Ã​Â​Âs	the	most	spacious	of	the
Seine	River	ships.	What¢Ã​Â​Âs	included:	Scenic	Cruises	is	known	for	their	super-inclusive	rates.	Virtually	everything	is	included	in	the	rates	¢Ã​Â​Â	all	excursions,	cocktails	and	premium	wines	(French	on	our	cruise),	dinner	in	the	specialty	restaurant,	mini-bar	restocked	daily,	tipping,	even	one	bag	of	complimentary	laundry.	All	guests	have	butlers	too.
A	Cosmopolitan,	best	sipped	on	the	Scenic	Gem¢Ã​Â​Âs	top	viewing	deck	Enrichment	experiences:	Scenic	prides	itself	on	offering	special	¢Ã​Â​Âenrich¢Ã​Â​Â	experiences	(like	the	Benedictine	Palace	feast	on	our	Scenic	Gem​Ã	Âriver	cruise	in	France).	Each	cruise	itinerary	includes	at	least	one.	Some	other	enrichment	experiences:	A	guided	champagne
tour	of	Holyrood	Palace,	the	Queen¢Ã​Â​Âs	official	home	in	Scotland;	meeting	a	real	cosmonaut	and	learning	about	the	history	of	space	exploration	in	Moscow;	and	sharing	a	meal	with	a	local	family	in	their	house	in	the	Black	Sea.	Best	River	Cruise	in	Normandy?	Scenic	doesn't	touch	his	stuff.	Friends	who	have	also	recently	sailed	with	the	panoramic
cruise	line	(but	on	the	Danube)	thought	their	ship	did	not	look	like	"Luxurious"	like	other	river	ships	they	saw.	(Because	ships	sometimes	have	to	tie	side	by	side	in	the	same	docking	station,	you	may	have	to	walk	through	other	ships	to	go	to	the	ground,	take	a	look	at	the	competition.)	And	it's	true.	There	is	no	gibberish	or	splendor	to	see	on	the	ship
from	scenic	cruise.	The	dé	cor	is	simple	and	clean.	Very	minimalist,	indeed.	We	call	it	"Luxuria."	But	you	will	find	strong	mini-read	lights	above	the	bed,	umbrellas	and	walking	sticks	in	the	closet,	a	spacious	glass	shower	which	is	easy	to	enter	and	a	lot	of	adorable	toiletries	in	the	occita.	Premium	drinks	and	cocktails	are	also	available	whenever	you
want.	One	of	our	favorites	was	the	"Breakfast	Martini"	with	vodka,	Grand	Marnier,	Orange	Marmalade	and	lime	juice	-	But	we	didn't	really	drink	it	at	breakfast!	The	Quicksilver	service	is	also	at	hand.	Food	is	also	excellent.	And	it's	a	luxury	of	not	having	ads	of	ships	(if	you	don't	show	up	for	your	tour,	you	thought	you	decided	not	to	go).	Some	other
deluxe	river	cruise	companies	that	also	offer	cruises	in	Normandy	include:	Amawaterwaysavalon	Waterwaysuni	Worldviking	River	Cruises	Which	Is	Like	CROKE	TO	THE	OCEANI	VIKING	CROCHI?	Check	out	our	detailed	review	of	the	Viking	Star	not	stress.	To	dress	like	a	European,	see	this	guide	to	packing	for	Europe.	And	don't	forget	to	pack	one	or
two	Paris	guides	to	discover	the	best	of	the	city	and	make	it	like	a	Parisian.	What	about	Paris	in	winter?	You	can't	cruise	the	Normandy	River	like	this	in	winter	(season	isthat	autumn).	But	visit	Paris	in	winter	can	be	more	sensible	of	what	you	think.	You	will	avoid	the	crowd	(so	you	can	enter	enter	Louvre,	without	being	in	line	for	centuries).	and	hotel
prices	will	be	much	less	expensive.	More	information	in	Normandy	and	France	see	the	free	travel	guides	available	on	amazon.	(as	an	associate	of	amazon,	we	gain	from	qualifying	purchases).	photo	credits:	©	janice	e	george	mucalov,	sandinmysuitcase	(except	the	main	photo	and	where	noted)
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