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adverb (4)adjective (5)noun (1)in or during the first part of a period of time, a course of action, a series of events, etc..in the early part of the morning.before the usual or appointed time; ahead of time.They came early and found their hosts still dressing.far back in time.The Greeks early learned to sail and navigate.occurring in the first part of a period of time, a course of action, a series of events,
etc..an early hour of the day.occurring before the usual or appointed time.Synonyms: premature, beforehandbelonging to a period far back in time.early French architecture.occurring in the near future.I look forward to an early reply.(of a fruit or vegetable) appearing or maturing before most others of its type.a fruit or vegetable that appears before most others of its type.before the expected or

usual timeoccurring in or characteristic of the first part of a period or sequenceoccurring in or characteristic of a period far back in timeoccurring in the near futurenot before the time or date mentionedtoo soon to tell how things will turn out“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998,
2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012before the expected or usual timenear the first part of a period or sequencel was talking to him earlier“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012earliness noun'earliness nounOrigin of early1First
recorded before 950; Middle English erlich (adjective), erliche (adverb), Old English eerlic, grlice, variant of arlic, arlice, from ar “soon, early” ( ere ) + lic(e) -lyOrigin of early10ld English érlice, from gr ere + -lice -ly ?; related to Old Norse arligaldiomsearly on, with but little time elapsed; early in the course of a process, project, etc.; early in the game.Examples have not been reviewed.Since

Swift’s Eras Tour wrapped in Vancouver in early December, the singer has been hitting up NFL games — including the Kansas City Chiefs’ sad-trombone 2025 Super Bowl — and celebrating the purchase of her master recordings.What if early love was just another form of delirium?In search of the “perfect meal,” Bourdain travels the world in his earliest series.I think it was still a little early to

tell.Ben told the BBC earlier this year that he felt ignored by the authorities.Definitions and idiom definitions from Dictionary.com Unabridged, based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary, © Random House, Inc. 2023Idioms from The American Heritage® Idioms Dictionary copyright © 2002, 2001, 1995 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt Publishing Company.Warren, Earlearly adopterBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppgqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow usGet the Word of the Day every day!© 2025 Dictionary.com, LLC Also found in: Thesaurus, Medical, Acronyms, Idioms, Encyclopedia, Wikipedia.Related to early: early pregnancy (irle)adj. ear-li-er, ear-li-est 1. Of
or occurring near the beginning of a given series, period of time, or course of events: in the early morning; scored two runs in the early innings.2. a. Of or belonging to a previous or remote period of time: the early inhabitants of the British Isles.b. Of or belonging to an initial stage of development: an early form of life; an early computer.3. Occurring, developing, or appearing before the expected or
usual time: an early spring; an early retirement.4. Maturing or developing relatively soon: an early variety of tomato.5. Occurring in the near future: hoped for an early end to the negotiations.adv. ear-lier, ear-liest 1. a. Near the beginning of a given series, period of time, or course of events: departed early in the day; scored important victories early in the campaign.b. At or near the beginning of the
morning: She never used to get up so early.2. At or during a remote or initial period: decided very early to go into medicine.3. Before the expected or usual time: arrived at the meeting a few minutes early.4. Soon in relation to others of its kind: a rose that was cultivated to bloom early.Idiom: early on At an early stage or point: Early on in the movie, the main character loses his job.[Middle English
erli, from Old English eerlice : ér, before; see ayer- in Indo-European roots + -lice, adv. suff.; see -ly2.]JAmerican Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. Copyright © 2016 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. ('3:11) adj, -lier or -liestl. before the expected or usual time?2. occurring in
or characteristic of the first part of a period or sequence3. occurring in or characteristic of a period far back in time4. occurring in the near future5. at the earliest not before the time or date mentioned6. early days too soon to tell how things will turn out7. early doors informal esp sport Brit at an early stage adv, -lier8. before the expected or usual time9. near the first part of a period or sequence: I
was talking to him earlier. [Old English érlice, from gr ere + -lice -ly2; related to Old Norse arliga]Collins English Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged, 12th Edition 2014 © HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2014 ('3r li) adv. and adj. -li*er, -li*est. adv. 1. in or during the first part of a period of time, course of action, or series of events: early in the
year. 2. in the early part of the morning: to get up early. 3. before the usual or appointed time; ahead of time. 4. far back in time: The Greeks early learned to navigate. adj. 5. occurring in the first part of a period of time, course of action, or series of events: an early hour of the day. 6. occurring before the usual or appointed time: an early dinner. 7. belonging to a period far back in time. 8. occurring
in the near future: I look forward to an early reply. 9. Hort. appearing or maturing before most others of its type: early apples. Idioms: early on, not long after the beginning. [before 950; Middle English erlich (adj ), erliche (adv.), Old English éerlic, @rlice] Earely ('3r li) n. Jubal Anderson, 1816-94, Confederate general in the U.S. Civil War. Random House Kernerman Webster's College Dictionary, ©
2010 K Dictionaries Ltd. Copyright 2005, 1997, 1991 by Random House, Inc. All rights reserved. Adj.1.early - at or near the beginning of a period of time or course of events or before the usual or expected time; "early morning"; "an early warning"; "early diagnosis"; "an early death"; "took early retirement"; "an early spring"; "early varieties of peas and tomatoes mature before most standard
varieties"first - preceding all others in time or space or degree; "the first house on the right"; "the first day of spring"; "his first political race"; "her first baby"; "the first time"; "the first meetlngs of the new party"; "the first phase of his tralmng"late being or occurring at an advanced period of time or after a usual or expected time; "late evening"; "late 18th century"; "a late movie"; "took a late

flight"; "had a late breakfast"middle - between an earlier and a later period of time; "in the middle years"; "in his middle thirties"2.early - being or occurring at an early stage of development; "in an early stage"; "early forms of life"; "early man"; "an early computer'later, late - at or toward an end or late period or stage of development; "the late phase of feudalism"; "a later symptom of the disease";
"later medical science could have saved the child"later, late - at or toward an end or late perlod or stage of development; "the late phase of feudalism"; "a later symptom of the disease"; "later medical science could have saved the child"3.early - belonging to the distant past; "the early inhabitants of Europe"; "former generations"; "in other times"past - earlier than the present time; no longer current;
"time past"; "his youth is past"; "this past Thursday"; "the past year"4.early - very young; "at an early age'"young, immature - (used of living things especially persons) in an early period of life or development or growth; "young people"5.early - of an early stage in the development of a language or literature; "the Early Hebrew alphabetical script is that used mainly from the 11th to the 6th centuries
B.C."; "Early Modern English is represented in documents printed from 1476 to 1700"linguistics - the scientific study of languagelate - of a later stage in the development of a language or literature; used especially of dead languages; "Late Greek"middle - of a stage in the development of a language or literature between earlier and later stages; "Middle English is the English language from about

1100 to 1500"; "Middle Gaelic"6.early - expected in the near future; "look for an early end to the negotiations"future - yet to be or coming; "some future historian will evaluate him"Adv.1.early - during an early stage; "early on in her career"2.early - before the usual time or the time expected; "she graduated early"; "the house was completed ahead of time"belatedly, late, tardily - later than usual or
than expected; "the train arrived late"; "we awoke late"; "the children came late to school"; "notice came so tardily that we almost missed the deadline"; "I belatedly wished her a happy birthday"3.early - in good time; "he awoke betimes that morning"Based on WordNet 3.0, Farlex clipart collection. © 2003-2012 Princeton University, Farlex Inc.adverbadjective3. primitive, first, earliest, young,
original, undeveloped, primordial, primeval early man's cultural development primitive seasoned, developed, mature, ripeProverbs"The early bird catches the worm""Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise"Collins Thesaurus of the English Language - Complete and Unabridged 2nd Edition. 2002 © HarperCollins Publishers 1995, 2002adjectiveadverb The American
Heritage® Roget's Thesaurus. Copyright © 2013, 2014 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rlghts reserved. )S...o by (i )S:AJI Jzall 9 vaglay ol wailg¥l Ji§ 1S Ll |, Stbrzycasnyranni ptaceranyvyspavactidligeeldrefor tidligthurtigi begyndelsenfrithfritherfrithzeitigverfrithtzu
frithvwpicopéwpogmpdipogrpdToctempranoprematuroprontoprimeroprimitivoaikainenaikaisinalussaennenaikainenvarhainentotprécoceprématurépromptanciensnemmasnemma; & undan éirumeldri/fyrsta/fyrri gerifyrir timann; of snemmaskjéturprestoprimoanticipatamentedi buon'orain anticipoankstiankstumasankstyvasankstyvas paukstisankstyvumasagriagrinsagrsdrizspirms
laikawczes$niewczesnywczesniejszyzgodajzgodnjiprezgodajprezgodnjijN0000000000000000000000000000 O0O000erkenbasindabaslarindaaceleerken/gecg kalkan ['3:11] (earlier (compar) (earliest (superl)))A. ADJ6. (Hort) [fruit, vegetable, crop] — tempranoB. ADVCollins Spanish Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 8th Edition 2005 © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1971, 1988 © HarperCollins
Publishers 1992, 1993, 1996, 1997, 2000, 2003, 2005 ['3:rli]lCollins English/French Electronic Resource. © HarperCollins Publishers 2005 : early bird n (in morning) — Fruhaufsteher(in) m(f); (arriving etc) = Frihankommling m; it’s the early that catches the worm (Prov) — Morgenstund hat Gold im Mund (Prov) early riser n — Frihaufsteher(in) m(f) early warning (sign or signal) early warning

system Collins German Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 7th Edition 2005. © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1980 © HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1997, 1999, 2004, 2005, 2007Collins Italian Dictionary 1st Edition © HarperCollins Publishers 1995 (‘a:li) adverbl. near the beginning (of a period of time etc). early in my life; early in the afternoon. vroeg alx % (1,553 paro cedo brzy frih tidligt; i
begyndelsen vwpig en los inicios, al principio; pronto; temprano varases, varasel JLlgl alussa totnT7in 0000000 000 rano korén; vminek a kezdetén awal snemma presto RHIIC anksti agri di awal vroegtidlig, ferstwczesnie sail 9 « uiSxe 1ai>g> «(si>g cedo la Inceput(ul) B Hauane skoro zgodaj rano tidigt J00000 erken, basinda, baslarinda #J#Ait! paro Lo LTS Lgo S ddu B , 7E#]HA 2. sooner than others; <
usual; sooner than expected or than the appomted time. He arrived early; She came an hour early. vroeér olg¥l L5 .|,SL mo-pano cedo &asné; diiv zu frith tidligt; for tidligt vwpitepa oe oyéon jie K. GAAo temprano varakult, varem ,issj ‘gdso Jl o etuajassa de bonne heure, en avancenTj7in 00000, 00000 ranije kordn; korabban lebih awal (of) snemma; & undan 6drum presto FE LD E < pirma laiko, anks
laika lebih awal te vroegtidligwczesnie, za wezesnie (Sigli ) 5535 wmiséy) iilsxy 1S Jw a4y «iuSo. cedo (mai) devreme pano; pambIIe skor (pre)zgodaj ranije tidigt O0000000000000000000 erken, erkenden 12 % 3aBuyacto [(J{ow Ouw wids S Jearo sOm B adjectivel. belonging to, or happemng, near the beginning of a period of time etc. early morning; in the early part of the century. vroeé &l 9 B HagamoT
tidlig apy1k6c, mpwivéctemprano varajane ¢, Ll g ; aikainen tot, au début denTizm 0000 00 ran kora(i) dini snemm-; fyrri; fyrsti; { byrjun presto, all'inizio di 1D 3 M ankstyvas agrs pada awal vroegtidligwczesny ; comego devreme; de (la) inceput pannuii; HadanbHELH skory, rany zgodnji rani tidig 0000; O00000; O00000; 000; 000000; 0000; 0000000 basinda, baslarinda #18AAY pamsii yl, OoeSy @l Oun
2. belonging to the first stages of development. early musical instruments. vroe€ o )S;,.-.JI J=zLall (9 a5l s mepBHTe primitivo prvotni, nejstarsi frithzeitig tidlig; eeldre npwtogantiguo; los primeros; primitivo varane «liwl !aJsl varhainen ancien omiTy om:a JO000 prvobitni kezdeti, regl korai kuno eldri/fyrsta/fyrri gerd primitivo, antico #J8i® pirmykstis, senasis agrins; sens pada mulanya oudeldre; i ung
CTapuHHHI prvotny starinski rani tidig 000000 ilk S¥89 nepmmit glsio Ouw ST 0S Wl oS Oy cwasS dau E##93. happening etc sooner than usual or than expected. the baby's early arrival; It's too early to get up yet. vroeér, vinniger ,&13 wdy 0 paHo cedo predcasny zu friih tidlig npéwpog, mpwipogtemprano varane, oodatust varasem »gj {yw 29 aikainen prématuré, tot oTi7n OOOO000 00 0000 000 ran, w
timann; of snemma prematuro; presto £i1\ prleslalklnls (per) ankstyvas priekslaicigs; agrs awal vroegtidligwczesny ; cedo prematur; (prea) devreme npexnespemennsii predcasny, skory prezgodnji rano tidig Q0000000000000000; 000000000000 erken, vakitsiz 125 3aBuacHuii; nepeqgacuui Lg[] gély JJ0w Ouw wids gdsio SOM F4. prompt. I hope for an early reply to my letter. vinnige s 99 ,Sio OTTOBOY
eyKoupoq Xwpilg KaBvotépnon pronto kohene &> v ‘& pikainen promptoTizna JJ000 skori kozeli segera skjotur pronto B2@ greitas drizs awal spoedigsnarligszybki ; rapido urgent 6sicTpsiii, ckopsiit skory hiter brz snar 0000000; DO000000; 00000 acele 3ZEREY , IERY mwBupkwii > . s, nhanh chéng KAEHHY earliness noun vroegtydigheid, vroegheid ;.5 panuHa prontldao Casnost die Frithe det at va
npwipdTnTR, N 1d16TNTA ToL P glvat Km. 1) KT. £yKaipo(g) prontitud; precocidad varasus ysg 29 aikaisuus heure peu avancée; précociténnown 00000000000 skorost idéeldttiség kecepatan snemma dags; pad ad koma of snemma l'essere all'inizio; precocita £& ankstumas, ankstyvumas agrums keawalan vroegtljdlgheld det & veere tidlig (przed)wczesnosc 0> prontiddo ora matinald; precocitate Hauano
véasnost zgodnjost ranost tidighet [JJ early oncelik, erkenlik {28 , B2 MOTOPHICTS sal> 14c sém sta; sy dén sdém B, B2, early bird someone who gets up early or who acts before others do. staan vroeg op, kom vroeg oié 483 oo )_i...;dl panHa nmpurna madrugador ranni ptace der Fruhaufsteher morgenmand IPWIVOG Tunoq, KII. ToV BpiokeTal npwtog oto 661 madrugador varane tousja g i jus ouw aa
personne matinale 17 o'awn 00000 000 0000 ranoranioc kordn kel orang rajin morgunhani, arrisull madur mattiniero &= DA ankstyvas paukstls tads, kas agri celas orang yang bangun awal vroege opstaander morgenfugl ranny ptaszek o ju> j=xw madrugador persoana matinald pannasas ntamka ranny vtacik, ranné vtaca kdor zgodaj vstaja, prvi pokonci ranoranilac morgontidig person [||:|[||j[|[|[|[||j[||j

00000000 O 00000000000000000 O 0000000 erkenci; erken kalkan/davranan/gelen kimse R42# paHHs ITalIKa ju> e L Y1y Ool »l> nguoi day sém; dén sém B2 AKernerman English Multilingual Dictionary © 2006-2013 K Dictionaries Ltd. - ,532 ,|,5 brzy, ¢asny, rany tidlig anfang, frith vwpig, mpdéwpog, mpWTOC etapa temprana, primero, pronto, temprano aikainen, aikaisin, alussa au début de, précoce
rani, rano in anticipo, presto, primi #J#i®, £\, £< 00, 00, 000 vroeg tidlig wczesnie, wczesniejszy, wczesny cedo, inicio, principios HauanbhbI#, panHuii, paso tidig, tidigt 0000, 00000000000000000000, 0000000 000000 basinda, erken sém S8, E&IMultilingual Translator © HarperCollins Publishers 2009adv. temprano, pronto; as as possible — lo més posible; at the earliest —» lo mas ca
cancer incipiente;  childhood — primera infancia;  death — muerte prematura;  pregnancy - principio del embarazo;  stage of — la primera fase de, al principio de;  ambulation — ambulacién precoz; detection — deteccién primaria. English-Spanish Medical Dictionary © Farlex 2012Collins Multilingual Translator © HarperCollins Publishers 2009 adj (comp earlier; super ear-liest)

temprano, (development) precoz; — puberty pubertad precoz; during early pregnancy..durante el principio del embarazo; adv tempranoEnglish-Spanish/Spanish-English Medical Dictionary Copyright © 2006 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. All rights reserved. Want to thank TFD for its existence? Tell a friend about us, add a link to this page, or visit the webmaster's page for free fun content.
Link to this page: Maybe I understood because I saw her in that early hour of the morning when even the stony Memnon sings, in that mystical light of the young day when divine exiled things, condemned to rough bondage through the noon, are for a short magical hour their own celestial selves, their unearthly glory as yet unhidden by any earthly disguise.Many die too late, and some die too early.
Yet strange soundeth the precept: "Die at the right time!She was in the habit of waking them early in the morning, at cockcrow.Salton had all his life been an early riser, and necessarily an early waker.I awoke early on the third morning after my return from Ashby Park--the sun was shining through the blind, and I thought how pleasant it would be to pass through the quiet town and take a solitary
ramble on the sands while half the world was in bed.It was seen early in the morning, rushing over Winchester eastward, a line of flame high in the atmosphere.Lina saw this and said, 'Listen, old Sanna, why are you fetching so much water?' 'If you will never repeat it to anyone, I will tell you why.' So Lina said, no, she would never repeat it to anyone, and then the cook said: 'Early tomorrow morning,
when the forester is out hunting, I will heat the water, and when it is boiling in the kettle, I will throw in Fundevogel, and will boil him in it.'On either view we may suppose that the bizcacha has retained, by inheritance, more of the character of its ancient progenitor than have other Rodents; and therefore it will not be specially related to any one existing Marsupial, but indirectly to all or nearly all
Marsupials, from having partially retained the character of their common progenitor, or of an early member of the group.Another thing was that he had no visions nor memories of the past in which that early self had lived.And why should we question the wisdom of our venerable Father's purpose although this pair, in their early youth, have loved one another as the world's people love?They met
daily in that strange and solemn interval, the twilight of the morning, in the violet or pink dawn; for it was necessary to rise early, so very early, here.When I arrived, a little late, because in my fear of being too early I had walked three times round the cathedral, I found the party already complete. 1 : at or near the beginning of a period of time or a process, activity, series, etc. — opposite late 2 :
before the usual or expected time She arrived early to help with the preparations. I got up early to finish packing. I got up bright and early. [=very early] — opposite late early on : at or during an early point or stage The reasons were obvious early on [=early] in the experiment. { Early on originated in British English. Some American writers have objected to it, but it is now very common in the U.S.
Note that unlike early, early on can appear at the beginning of a sentence. Early on, the project was in trouble. 1 b always used before a noun : happening near the beginning of a process, activity, series, etc. the early symptoms of the disease the composer's early works [=works created at the beginning of the composer's career] The early part of the book is better than the later part. 2 a : coming
or happening before the usual or expected time We had an early spring this year. We're early. The show doesn't start for half an hour. — opposite late b : doing something before the usual time or before others usually do I've always been an early riser. My daughter was an early reader. [=she learned to read at a young age] {) The expression the early bird catches/gets the worm means that people
who start or arrive before others are more likely to succeed. — opposite late early days (yet) British — used to say that it is too soon to know how something will turn out Things haven't gone well so far, but it's early days yet. get/make an early start : to get started on a journey, activity, etc., early in the day We want to make an early start tomorrow. make an early night of it : to go home or go to bed
early They decided to make an early night of it. See also: Early English edit Pronunciation edit Etymology 1 edit From Middle English erly, erlich, earlich, from Old English érlic¢ (“early”, adjective), equivalent to ere + -ly. Adjective edit early (comparative earlier, superlative earliest) At a time in advance of the usual or expected event. at eleven, we went for an early lunch; she began reading at an
early age; his mother suffered an early death 2013 June 29, “High and wet”, in The Economist, volume 407, number 8842, page 28:Floods in northern India, mostly in the small state of Uttarakhand, have wrought disaster on an enormous scale. The early, intense onset of the monsoon on June 14th swelled rivers, washing away roads, bridges, hotels and even whole villages. Rock-filled torrents
smashed vehicles and homes, burying victims under rubble and sludge. Arriving a time before expected; sooner than on time. You're early today! I don't usually see you before nine o'clock. The early guests sipped their punch and avoided each other's eyes. After but close to the start of a period of time. The play "Two Gentlemen of Verona" is one of Shakespeare's early works. Early results showed
their winning 245 out of 300 seats in parliament. The main opponent locked up only 31 seats. 1913, Joseph C[rosby] Lincoln, chapter I, in Mr. Pratt’s Patients, New York, N.Y.; London: D[aniel] Appleton and Company, -=OCLC:'Twas early June, the new grass was flourishing everywheres, the posies in the yard—peonies and such—in full bloom, the sun was shining, and the water of the bay was blue,
with light green streaks where the shoal showed. 2013 July 20, “The attack of the MOOCs”, in The Economist, volume 408, number 8845:Dotcom mania was slow in coming to higher education, but now it has the venerable industry firmly in its grip. Since the launch early last year of Udacity and Coursera, two Silicon Valley start-ups offering free education through MOOCs, massive open online
courses, the ivory towers of academia have been shaken to their foundations. 2017 June 30, Corinna da Fonseca-Wollheim, “Ticktock as Taskmaster: A Show About Metronomes and Musical Time”, in The New York Times[1]:It’s one of the earliest pieces in the comprehensive collection of metronomes by the British instrument dealer Tony Bingham, which forms the bulk of the Basel exhibition. In the
starting hours of the day. It's too early for this sort of thing. I'm not awake yet. Having begun to occur; in its early stages. early cancer (astronomy) Of a star or class of stars, hotter than the sun. Antonym: late Synonyms edit (at a time in advance of the usual): premature (near but after the start): first Antonyms edit (at a time in advance of the usual): late (illness: having begun to occur): terminal
Derived terms edit Translations edit Noun edit early (plural earlies) (informal) A shift (scheduled work period) that takes place early in the day. 2007, Paul W. Browning, The Good Guys Wear Blue, page 193:0On my first day on the watch after leaving the shoplifting squad I paraded on earlies but had completely forgotten to take my ear ring off. Antonyms edit Etymology 2 edit From Middle English
erly, orely, arely, erliche, arliche, from Old English &rlice, arlice (“early; early in the morning”, adverb), equivalent to ere + -ly. Cognate with Old Norse &rliga, arla ( > Danish arle, Swedish arla, Norwegian arle, Faroese arla). Adverb edit early (comparative earlier, superlative earliest) At a time before expected; sooner than usual. We finished the project an hour sooner than scheduled, so we left
early. I had children too early (in life), so my first baby arrived early. 1897 December (indicated as 1898), Winston Churchill, chapter IV, in The Celebrity: An Episode, New York, N.Y.: The Macmillan Company; London: Macmillan & Co., Ltd., =OCLC, page 46:No matter how early I came down, I would find him on the veranda, smoking cigarettes, or otherwise his man would be there with a message
to say that his master would shortly join me if I would kindly wait. 2018 April 5, Patrick Barkham, The Guardian[2]:While warmer springs cause the early spider orchid to flower earlier in May, climate warming is also causing female bees to emerge from hibernation even earlier - confounding the orchid’s attempts to dupe the male bees. Soon; in good time; seasonably. 1832 December (indicated as
1833), Alfred Tennyson, “The May Queen”, in Poems, London: Edward Moxon, [...], =OCLC, stanza I, page 90:You must wake and call me early, call me early, mother dear; / Tomorrow 'ill be the happiest time of all the blythe Newyear; [...] Synonyms edit Antonyms edit Derived terms edit bright and early Christmas came early, Christmas comes early Translations edit Anagrams edit Arely, Arley,
Layer, Leary, Raley, Rayle, layer, leary, re-lay, relay near the beginning of a period of time, an event etc.the early morningmy earliest memoriesThe project is still in the early stages.the early 1990sin the early years of the twentieth centuryin the early days of space exploration (= when it was just beginning) it is too early to do something It is too early to tell how badly the economy will be
affected.He's in his early twenties.Mozart’s early works (= those written at the beginning of his career)Early booking is essential, as space is limited.The ruling overturned the court’s earlier decision.The earliest possible date I can make it is the third.The earliest description of this species dates from 1703.Extra ExamplesThe earliest mention of the village is in a sixteenth-century manuscript.These
discoveries were made at a surprisingly early date.From early childhood he suffered from very poor health.during the early part of DecemberAn earlier version of this article appeared online.Topics TimealOxford Collocations DictionaryverbsadverbprepositionSee full entry arriving, or done before the usual, expected or planned timeYou're early! I wasn't expecting you till seven.The bus was ten
minutes early.an early breakfastHe learnt to play the piano at an early age.Let's make an early start tomorrow.She's an early riser (= she gets up early in the morning).early potatoes (= that are available before other types of potato) opposite late see also early nightExtra ExamplesI'm sorry I'm a bit early.It's a little early for lunch.Victoria has decided to take early retirement.Oxford Collocations
DictionaryverbsadverbprepositionSee full entry belonging to the beginning of a period of history or a cultural movementThe gallery has an unrivalled collection of early twentieth-century art.the early modern period from the fifteenth to the eighteenth centuryThe main construction of the fort belongs to the early medieval period. The painting is a fine example of early Impressionism. opposite late
Word OriginOld English (as an adverb) &rlice (see ere, -ly), influenced by Old Norse arliga. The adjective use dates from Middle English.Idioms at your earliest convenience (business) as soon as possiblePlease contact us at your earliest convenience. very early in the morningYou're up bright and early today! (humorous) a person who gets up, arrives, etc. very earlyYou're an early bird this morning!
the early bird catches the worm (saying) the person who takes the opportunity to do something before other people will have an advantage over them (British English, informal) at an early stage, especially in a game or competitionSuddenly we lost three home matches early doors. The team had the game in the bag early doors after tries from Ellis and Wilkins. the early/small hours (also especially
Scottish English the wee small hours, especially North American English the wee hours)the period of time very early in the morning, soon after midnightThe fighting began in the early hours of Saturday morning.The party continued well into the early hours. it’s early days (yet) | it's still early days (British English) used to say that it is too soon to be sure how a situation will developlt’s early days yet.
We don’t know if the play will be a success.Topics Doubt, guessing and certaintyc2 See early in the Oxford Advanced American DictionarySee early in the Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English



