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Also found in: Thesaurus, Medical, Financial, Acronyms, Idioms, Encyclopedia, Wikipedia.Related to critical: critical temperature, Critical Reasoning (krt-kl)adj.1. Judging severely and finding fault: a writer who is very critical of the government's foreign policy.2. a. Relating to or characterized by criticism; reflecting careful analysis and judgment: a
critical appreciation of the filmmaker's work.b. Of, relating to, or characteristic of critics: a play that received great critical acclaim.c. Including scholarly commentary and interpretation: a critical edition of Poe's stories. 3. a. Forming or having the nature of a turning point; crucial or decisive: a critical point in the campaign. See Synonyms at
decisive.b. Medicine Being or relating to a grave physical condition, especially of a patient.c. Being in or verging on a state of crisis or emergency: a critical shortage of food.4. Extremely important or essential: a critical element of the plan; a second income that is critical to the family's well-being. See Synonyms at indispensable.5. Mathematics Of or
relating to a point at which a curve has a horizontal tangent line, as at a maximum or minimum.6. Chemistry & Physics Of or relating to the value of a measurement, such as temperature, at which an abrupt change in a quality, property, or state occurs: A critical temperature of water is 100C, its boiling point at standard atmospheric pressure.?.
Physics Capable of sustaining a nuclear chain reaction: The reactor has gone critical.American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. Copyright 2016 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. (krtkl) adjl. containing or making severe or
negative judgments2. containing careful or analytical evaluations: a critical dissertation. 3. of or involving a critic or criticism4. of or forming a crisis; crucial; decisive: a critical operation. 5. urgently needed: critical medical supplies. 6. (Medicine) informal so seriously injured or ill as to be in danger of dying7. (General Physics) physics of, denoting, or
concerned with a state in which the properties of a system undergo an abrupt change: a critical temperature. 8. (Nuclear Physics) go critical (of a nuclear power station or reactor) to reach a state in which a nuclear-fission chain reaction becomes self-sustainingCollins English Dictionary Complete and Unabridged, 12th Edition 2014 HarperCollins
Publishers 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2014 (krt k1) adj. 1. inclined to find fault or to judge severely. 2. occupied with or skilled in criticism. 3. involving or requiring skillful judgment as to truth, merit, etc. 4. of or pertaining to critics or criticism: critical essays. 5. providing textual variants, proposed emendations, etc.: a
critical edition of Chaucer. 6. caused by or constituting a crisis: a critical shortage of food. 7. of decisive importance; crucial. 8. of essential importance; indispensable: a critical ingredient. 9. (of a patient's condition) having unstable and abnormal vital signs and one or more unfavorable indicators. 10. Physics. a. pertaining to a state, value, or quantity
at which one or more properties of a substance or system change. b. of a quantity of fissionable material large enough to sustain a chain reaction. crit icality, criticalness, n. Random House Kernerman Webster's College Dictionary, 2010 K Dictionaries Ltd. Copyright 2005, 1997, 1991 by Random House, Inc. All rights reserved. criticall. 'critic'Critic
['krtk/ is a noun. A critic is a person who writes reviews and gives opinions in newspapers or on television about books, films, music, or art.What did the New York critics have to say about the production?Most critics gave the play a good review.2. 'critical'Critical is an adjective with several meanings.A critical approach to something involves
examining and judging it carefully. When critical has this meaning, you use it only in front of a noun.I was planning a serious critical study of Shakespeare.If you are critical of someone or something, you show that you disapprove of them. When critical has this meaning, it can be used in front of a noun or after a linking verb.She apologized for her
critical remarks.His report is highly critical of the judge.If a person is critical or in a critical condition, they are seriously ill.Ten of the victims are said to be in a critical condition in hospital.Collins COBUILD English Usage HarperCollins Publishers 1992, 2004, 2011, 2012 Adj.1.critical - marked by a tendency to find and call attention to errors and
flaws; "a critical attitude"unfavorable, unfavourable - not encouraging or approving or pleasing; "unfavorable conditions"; "an unfavorable comparison"; "unfavorable comments", "unfavorable impression"sarcastic - expressing or expressive of ridicule that woundsuncritical - not critical; not tending to find or call attention to errors; "a devoted and
almost uncritical admirer"2.critical - at or of a point at which a property or phenomenon suffers an abrupt change especially having enough mass to sustain a chain reaction; "a critical temperature of water is 100 degrees C--its boiling point at standard atmospheric pressure"; "critical mass"; "go critical"chemical science, chemistry - the science of
matter; the branch of the natural sciences dealing with the composition of substances and their properties and reactionsnoncritical - not critical; not at a point of abrupt change3.critical - characterized by careful evaluation and judgment; "a critical reading"; "a critical dissertation"; "a critical analysis of Melville's writings"discerning - having or
revealing keen insight and good judgment; "a discerning critic"; "a discerning reader"scholarly - characteristic of scholars or scholarship; "scholarly pursuits"; "a scholarly treatise"; "a scholarly attitude"uncritical, noncritical - marked by disregard for critical standards or procedures; "news sources reflected uncritical estimates of the number of
juvenile addicts"4.critical - urgently needed; absolutely necessary; "a critical element of the plan"; "critical medical supplies"; "vital for a healthy society"; "of vital interest"indispensable - not to be dispensed with; essential; "foods indispensable to good nutrition"5.critical - forming or having the nature of a turning point or crisis; "a critical point in the
campaign"; "the critical test"crucial, important - of extreme importance; vital to the resolution of a crisis; "a crucial moment in his career"; "a crucial election"; "a crucial issue for women"6.critical - being in or verging on a state of crisis or emergency; "a critical shortage of food"; "a critical illness"; "an illness at the critical stage"crucial, important - of
extreme importance; vital to the resolution of a crisis; "a crucial moment in his career"; "a crucial election"; "a crucial issue for women"noncritical, noncrucial - not in a state of crisis or emergency?7.critical - of or involving or characteristic of critics or criticism; "critical acclaim"Based on WordNet 3.0, Farlex clipart collection. 2003-2012 Princeton
University, Farlex Inc.adjectivel. crucial, decisive, momentous, deciding, pressing, serious, vital, psychological, urgent, all-important, pivotal, high-priority, now or never The incident happened at a critical point in the campaign. crucial unimportant3. disparaging, disapproving, scathing, derogatory, nit-picking (informal), censorious, cavilling, fault-
finding, captious, carping, niggling He has apologized for critical remarks he made about the referee. disparaging approving, complimentary, appreciative, uncriticalCollins Thesaurus of the English Language Complete and Unabridged 2nd Edition. 2002 HarperCollins Publishers 1995, 2002adjectiveThe American Heritage Roget's Thesaurus.
Copyright 2013, 2014 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. kritischtadelschtighedenklichafinnslusamuralvarlegur; tvsnnsem felur sr gagnrnikritisklivsviktigtekstkritiskkritikkusur bulucutenkit edip duranciddieletirel [krtkl]A. AD]J3. (= perilous, serious)
[situation, state] crtico6. (= analytical) [person, reader, analysis] crticoCollins Spanish Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 8th Edition 2005 William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1971, 1988 HarperCollins Publishers 1992, 1993, 1996, 1997, 2000, 2003, 2005Collins English/French Electronic Resource. HarperCollins Publishers 2005Collins German
Dictionary Complete and Unabridged 7th Edition 2005. William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1980 HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1997, 1999, 2004, 2005, 2007Collins Italian Dictionary 1st Edition HarperCollins Publishers 1995 (kritik) nounl. a person who judges or comments on books, art etc. He is the book critic for the local newspaper. resensent,
kritikus crtico kritik der/die Kritiker(in) anmelder; kritiker crtico arvustaja kriitikko critique , kritiar (m)brl kritikus gagnrnandi critico kritikas kritiis pengkritik criticuskritiker, anmelderkrytyk crtico critic kritik ocenjevalec kritiar kritiker, recensent eletirmen nh ph bnh 2. a person who finds fault. His critics would say that he is unsuitable for the job.
kritikus crtico kritik der/die Kritiker(in) kritiker crtico kritiseerija arvostelija dtracteur/-trice kritiar kritikus pencela gagnrnandi critico kritikas, priekabus vertintojas kritiis pengkritik criticus kritisk rst/person, dommerkrytyk crtico critic kritik kritik kritiar hcklare tenkiti birisi ngi ch trch critical adjectivel. judging and analysing. He has written
several critical works on Shakespeare. kritiek, krities crtico kritick kritisch kritisk crtico arvustav kriittinen critique kritian brl; kritikai kritis sem felur sr gagnrni critico kritikos kritisks kritikal kritischkritiskkrytyczny crtico critic kritick kritien kritiki kritisk eletirici, eletirel ph phn 2. fault-finding. He tends to be critical of his children. krities crtico
kritick tadelschtig kritisk crtico, severo kriitiline moittiva critique - kritian kritikus bersifat selalu mencela afinnslusamur critico kritikas, kritikai nusistats kritizjos mencari salah kritischkritiskkrytyczny crtico critic kritick dlakocepski kritian kritisk kusur bulucu, tenkit edip duran ch trch 3. of, at or having the nature of, a crisis; very serious. a critical
shortage of food; After the accident, his condition was critical. kritieke toestand crtico kritick bedenklich kritisk crtico, grave, serio vga tsine vakava critique, kritian, teak vlsgos gawat alvarlegur; tvsnn critico kritinis, kritikas, pavojingas kritisks genting kritiekavgjrende, kritisk, livsviktigkrytyczny crtico critic kritick kritien kritian kritisk ciddi, kritik ,
thuc thi im kh khn critically adverb kritiek, krities criticamente kriticky kritisch kritisk; afgrende , crticamente, de manera/forma crtica kriitiliselt vakavasti de faon critique kritino kritikusan; vlsgos llapotban secara kritis gagnrninn htt in maniera critica kritikai, pavojingai kritiski; kritizjoi dengan genting kritischkritisk, alvorlig, avgjrende, livstruende
krytycznie criticamente (n mod) critic kriticky kritino kritino kritiskt eletirici bir ekilde; cidd, ar ch trch criticize, criticise (-saiz) verb2. to give an opinion of or judgement on a book etc. beoordeel, resenseer, afkeur () criticar recenzovat, kriticky posoudit kritisieren anmelde realizar una crtica arvustama arvostella faire la critique de suditi (meg)brl
menilai gagnrna fare la critica nagrinti, vertinti izteikt spriedumu/domas memberi komen beoordelen, kritiserenskrive en tekstkritikk, anmelde recenzowa criticar a judeca critic kriticky posdi oceniti kritikovati kritisera ; eletiride bulunmak ph bnh criticism noun kritiek, beoordeling, resensie crtica kritika, posudek die Kritik kritik crtica arvustus
arvostelu critique , kritika (m)brlat, kritika kritik gagnrni critica kritika kritika kritikan kritiekkritikk; klagingkrytyka crtica critic kritika ocena, kritika kritika kritik eletirme, tenkit ; s ph bnh Kernerman English Multilingual Dictionary 2006-2013 K Dictionaries Ltd. kritick kritisk kritisch crtico kriittinen critique kritian critico kritiek kritisk krytyczny
crtico kritisk kritik then cht Multilingual Translator HarperCollins Publishers 2009a. crtico-a; peligroso-a; _ condition estado __, gravedad extrema. English-Spanish Medical Dictionary Farlex 2012English-Spanish/Spanish-English Medical Dictionary Copyright 2006 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. All rights reserved. Want to thank TFD for its
existence? Tell a friend about us, add a link to this page, or visit the webmaster's page for free fun content. Link to this page: With respect to critical difficulties and their solutions, the number and nature of the sources from which they may be drawn may be thus exhibited.But as the ultimate object of these papers is to determine clearly and fully the
merits of this Constitution, and the expediency of adopting it, our plan cannot be complete without taking a more critical and thorough survey of the work of the convention, without examining it on all its sides, comparing it in all its parts, and calculating its probable effects.At some critical juncture the resemblance is found to be perfect.The critical
reader may possibly notice a tone of almost boisterous gayety in certain parts of these imaginary Confessions.Ruby Gillis was the handsomest girl of the year at the Academy; in the Second Year classes Stella Maynard carried off the palm for beauty, with small but critical minority in favor of Anne Shirley.But these Socialist and Communist
publications contain also a critical element.I believe I had no critical reserves in regard to them, but simply they did not take my fancy.For all which I shall not look on myself as accountable to any court of critical jurisdiction whatever: for as I am, in reality, the founder of a new province of writing, so I am at liberty to make what laws I please
therein.And here, in the beginning, permit me to say a few words in regard to a somewhat peculiar principle, which, whether rightfully or wrongfully, has always had its influence in my own critical estimate of the poem.There may exist certain critical and tempestuous conjunctures of the State, in which a poll tax may become an inestimable
resource.At the critical moment, the leader of an army acts like one who has climbed up a height and then kicks away the ladder behind him.But at this critical instant a sudden exclamation was heard that took every eye from the whale. Inclined to express negative or disapproving comments The integrity unit's findings were highly critical of the
club's handling of the salary cap. A meticulous analysis of literary, music or artworks The movie had widespread critical acclaim and it was unsurprising it had received so many awards leading up to the Oscars. An extremely close examination of I would prefer you to be brutally honest and highly critical of my work. (of a situation or problem) Having
a high likelihood of becoming dire or turning into a crisis We need to move fast before his condition becomes critical. Of crucial importance to the success or failure of something The capture of the dragon was critical in the destruction of the North Wall. Requiring immediate attention He remains in a critical condition after sustaining a serious injury.
Severe or intense, especially in a painful or unpleasant way Characterized by the use of wit, especially to offend Tending to, or intended to, disparage or belittle Very attentive to and concerned about accuracy and detail Causing or inspiring fear, dread or alarm Feeling irritable, bad-tempered, or grumpy Requiring great skill or finesse in handling or
treatment Characterized by anger or dissatisfaction Causing death or fatality Requiring a desperate effort to avoid disaster or failure Overbearing in a critical and exhorting manner, tending to lecture or hector Not conforming to cherished beliefs or institutions Of or pertaining to an admonition Forbidding or grim in appearance
CriticaladjectiveEtymology: from critick.1. Exact; nicely judicious; accurate; diligent.It is submitted to the judgment of more critical ears, to direct and determine what is graceful and what is not.William Holder.Virgil was so critical in the rites of religion, that he would never have brought in such prayers as these, if they had not been agreeable to the
Roman customs.Edward Stillingfleet.2. Relating to criticism; as, he wrote a critical dissertation on the last play.3. Captious; inclined to find fault.What wouldst thou write of me, if thou shouldst praise me? O, gentle lady, do not put me tot;For I am nothing, if not critical.William Shakespeare, Othello.4. [from crisis.]Comprising the time at which a great
event is determined.The moon is supposed to be measured by sevens, and the critical or decretory days to be dependent on that number.Thomas Browne, Vulgar Errours, b. iv. c. 12.0pportunity is in respect to time, in some sense, as time is in respect to eternity: it is the small moment, the exact point, the critical minute, on which every good work so
much depends.Thomas Sprat, Sermons.The people cannot but resent to see their apprehensions of the power of France, in so critical a juncture, wholly laid aside.Jonathan Swift.View synonyms for criticalinclined to find fault or to judge with severity, often too readily.Parents who are too critical make their children anxious.Synonyms: carping,
censorious, captious, faultfindinginvolving criticism, or skillful judgment as to truth, merit, etc..The article provides a critical analysis of the Gulf War.Synonyms: precise, exact, judicious, discriminatingoccupied with or skilled in criticism.She was one of the great critical journalists of the 20th century.of or relating to critics or criticism, especially of
literature, film, music, etc..Critical appreciation of this authors work has peaked in recent years.providing textual variants, proposed emendations, etc..The library has a new critical edition of Chaucer.of the nature of a crisis; threatening a seriously bad outcome; grave.There was a critical shortage of food.of decisive importance with respect to the
outcome; crucial.The nation is facing a critical moment in its history.essential; indispensable.Cocoa butter is a critical ingredient in chocolate.Medicine/Medical.having unstable and abnormal vital signs and other unfavorable indicators, as loss of appetite, poor mobility, or unconsciousness.The patient has been upgraded from critical to
stable.Physics.pertaining to a state, value, or quantity at which one or more properties of a substance or system undergo a change.The critical temperature of benzene is 289 C.(of fissionable material) having enough mass to sustain a chain reaction.They told us about a lab where some plutonium went critical.containing or making severe or negative
judgmentscontaining careful or analytical evaluationsof or involving a critic or criticismof or forming a crisis; crucial; decisiveurgently neededcritical medical suppliesinformalso seriously injured or ill as to be in danger of dyingphysics of, denoting, or concerned with a state in which the properties of a system undergo an abrupt change(of a nuclear
power station or reactor) to reach a state in which a nuclear-fission chain reaction becomes self-sustainingCollins English Dictionary Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 201 2criticalness nouncritically adverbcriticality
nounanticritical adjectivenoncritical adjectivepseudocritical adjectiveOrigin of critical1First recorded in 158090; critic + -al 1Examples have not been reviewed.And the church its pulpit, pews, and survival programs is a critical staging ground for that struggle.A slate of self-described "radical" Green members - who were critical of his time leading the
party - had sought to replace him."We are engaged in extremely critical tariff negotiations with the United States...we must never ruin these negotiations," he said.Filling social media feeds with viral videos and receiving critical acclaim, its success saw her perform a headline slot at Glastonbury in June."Independent third-party audits play a critical
role in verifying compliance and identifying potential risks," the spokesperson said.criticcritical angleBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppgqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow usGet the Word of the Day every day! 2025 Dictionary.com, LLCLook up critical in Wiktionary, the free
dictionary.Critical or Critically may refer to:Critical, or critical but stable, medical statesCritical, or intensive care medicineCritical juncture, a discontinuous change studied in the social sciences.Critical Software, a company specializing in mission and business critical information systemsCritical theory, a school of thought that critiques society and
culture by applying knowledge from the social sciences and the humanitiesCritically endangered, a risk status for wild speciesCriticality (status), the condition of sustaining a nuclear chain reactionCritical (novel), a medical thriller written by Robin CookCritical (TV series), a Sky 1 TV series"Critical" (Person of Interest), an episode of the American
television drama series Person of Interest"Critical", a song by Abhi the Nomad from the album Abhi vs the Universe, 2021"Critical", a 1999 single by Zion I from the album Mind over MatterCr1TiKaL (born 1994), an American YouTuber and Twitch streamerCriticCriticality (disambiguation)Critical Condition (disambiguation)CriticismCrisisCritiqueAll
pages with titles beginning with CriticalTopics referred to by the same termThis disambiguation page lists articles associated with the title Critical.If an internal link led you here, you may wish to change the link to point directly to the intended article.Retrieved from "
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