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Determining the most important words in English is fairly subjective, but some words are unquestionably indispensable. This list of important words was drawn up by British rhetorician and author I.A. Richards in his 1942 book "How to Read a Page: A Course in Effective Reading." They are ranked as such because they cover the ideas we can least avoid using, those concerned "in all that we do as thinking beings." According to Richards, they are also words we are forced to use in explaining other words because "it is in terms of the ideas they cover that the
meanings of other words must be given." It's important to note this list is not talking about the 100 most frequently used words in English (a list that contains far more prepositions than nouns). Instead, it's focused on words according to their meanings. And unlike the 100 words chosen by David Crystal to tell "The Story of English," Richards' words are primarily significant for their meanings, not their etymologies, or origins.
AmountArgumentArtBeBeautifulBeliefCauseCertainChanceChangeClearCommonComparisonConditionConnectionCopyDecisionDegreeDesireDevelopmentDifferentDoEducationEndEventExamplesExistenceExperienceFactFearFeelingFictionForceFormFreeGeneralGetGiveGoodGovernmentHappyHaveHistoryldealmportantInterestKknowledgeLawLetLevelLivingLoveMakeMaterialMeasureMindMotionNameNationNaturalNecessaryNormalNumberObservationOppositeOrderOrganizationPartPlacePleasurePossiblePowerProbablePropertyPurposeQualityQuestionReas:
All these words carry multiple meanings, and they can say quite different things to different readers. The more ambiguous a word's meaning, the more likely it is to be important, Richards argues in his book, further explaining: The very usefulness which gives them their importance explains their ambiguity. They are the servants of too many interests to keep to single, clearly defined jobs. Technical words in the sciences are like adzes, planes, gimlets, or razors. A word like "experience," or "feeling," or "true" is like a pocketknife. In good hands it will do most
things—not very well. In general we will find that the more important a word is, and the more central and necessary its meanings are in our pictures of ourselves and the world, the more ambiguous and possibly deceiving the word will be. These 100 words are not a part of the simplified version of the language that Richards and linguist C.K. Ogden called Basic English. In an earlier book, "The Making of Meaning" (1923), Richards (and co-author C.K. Ogden) explored the fundamental notion that meaning doesn't reside in words themselves. Rather, meaning is
rhetorical: It's fashioned out of both a verbal context (the words surrounding the words) and the experiences of the individual reader. No surprise, then, that miscommunication is often the result when the "important words" come into play. It's this idea of miscommunicating through language that led Richards to conclude that all of us are developing our reading skills all the time: "Whenever we use words in forming some judgment or decision, we are, in what may be a painfully sharp sense, 'learning to read,'" Richards wrote in "How to Read a Page." You'll
notice there are 103 words on Richards' top-100 list. The bonus words, he said, are meant "to incite the reader to the task of cutting out those he sees no point in and adding any he pleases, and to discourage the notion that there is anything sacrosanct about a hundred, or any other number." So with those thoughts in mind, it's now time to create a list of what you think are the most important words. Richards, I.A. "How to Read a Page: A Course in Effective Reading." Beacon Press, 1942, Boston. Crystal, David. "The Story of English." St. Martin's Press, 2012,
New York. Richards, I.A. "Basic English and Its Uses." W.W. Norton & Co., 1943, New York. Ogden, C.K. and Richards, I.A. "The Making of Meaning." Harcourt, 1923, New York. Determining the most important words in English is fairly subjective, but some words are unquestionably indispensable. This list of important words was drawn up by British rhetorician and author I.A. Richards in his 1942 book "How to Read a Page: A Course in Effective Reading." They are ranked as such because they cover the ideas we can least avoid using, those concerned "in all
that we do as thinking beings." According to Richards, they are also words we are forced to use in explaining other words because "it is in terms of the ideas they cover that the meanings of other words must be given." It's important to note this list is not talking about the 100 most frequently used words in English (a list that contains far more prepositions than nouns). Instead, it's focused on words according to their meanings. And unlike the 100 words chosen by David Crystal to tell "The Story of English," Richards' words are primarily significant for their
meanings, not their etymologies, or origins.
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All these words carry multiple meanings, and they can say quite different things to different readers. The more ambiguous a word's meaning, the more likely it is to be important, Richards argues in his book, further explaining: The very usefulness which gives them their importance explains their ambiguity. They are the servants of too many interests to keep to single, clearly defined jobs. Technical words in the sciences are like adzes, planes, gimlets, or razors. A word like "experience," or "feeling," or "true" is like a pocketknife. In good hands it will do most
things—not very well. In general we will find that the more important a word is, and the more central and necessary its meanings are in our pictures of ourselves and the world, the more ambiguous and possibly deceiving the word will be. These 100 words are not a part of the simplified version of the language that Richards and linguist C.K. Ogden called Basic English. In an earlier book, "The Making of Meaning" (1923), Richards (and co-author C.K. Ogden) explored the fundamental notion that meaning doesn't reside in words themselves. Rather, meaning is
rhetorical: It's fashioned out of both a verbal context (the words surrounding the words) and the experiences of the individual reader. No surprise, then, that miscommunication is often the result when the "important words" come into play. It's this idea of miscommunicating through language that led Richards to conclude that all of us are developing our reading skills all the time: "Whenever we use words in forming some judgment or decision, we are, in what may be a painfully sharp sense, 'learning to read,'" Richards wrote in "How to Read a Page." You'll
notice there are 103 words on Richards' top-100 list. The bonus words, he said, are meant "to incite the reader to the task of cutting out those he sees no point in and adding any he pleases, and to discourage the notion that there is anything sacrosanct about a hundred, or any other number." So with those thoughts in mind, it's now time to create a list of what you think are the most important words. Richards, I.A. "How to Read a Page: A Course in Effective Reading." Beacon Press, 1942, Boston. Crystal, David. "The Story of English." St. Martin's Press, 2012,
New York. Richards, I.A. "Basic English and Its Uses." W.W. Norton & Co., 1943, New York. Ogden, C.K. and Richards, I.A. "The Making of Meaning." Harcourt, 1923, New York. English is a fun and exciting language with lots of words to learn. Some words are very important because we use them a lot every day. These words help us talk about what we see, think, and feel. They are like keys that unlock the doors of communication, allowing us to share our ideas with others. Whether you’re just starting to learn English or looking to get even better at it,
knowing these important words can make a big difference in how well you speak and understand the language. Discover - Find something Create - Make something Imagine - Visualize mentally Learn - Gain knowledge Think - Use mind Understand - Comprehend fully Question - Ask inquiry Answer - Respond to Explain - Make clear Believe - Accept as true Dream - Hope or wish Hope - Desire with expectation Change - Make different Start - Begin something Finish - Complete task Try - Attempt something Use - Employ for purpose Help - Provide assistance
Love - Deep affection Care - Feel concern Share - Divide among Give - Present voluntarily Find - Locate something Keep - Retain possession Leave - Go away from Call - Name or summon Speak - Communicate verbally Listen - Hear attentively Hear - Perceive sound See - Visual perception Feel - Experience sensation Touch - Make contact Smell - Sense odor Taste - Sense flavor Walk - Move by foot Run - Move faster Jump - Leap upwards Push - Apply force Pull - Draw towards Lift - Raise higher Throw - Propel through air Catch - Capture after throw
Build - Construct something Grow - Increase size Learn - Acquire knowledge Teach - Impart knowledge Write - Mark down Read - Look at interpret Draw - Produce image Paint - Apply color Sing - Vocal music Dance - Move rhythmically Play - Engage in fun Laugh - Express amusement Cry - Shed tears Smile - Expression of joy Thank - Express gratitude 1. Respect Always show respect to others. 2. Freedom Freedom allows making personal choices. 3. Strength Strength helps overcome many obstacles. 4. Wisdom Wisdom isn’t given, it’s earned. 5. Joy Joy
fills life with light. 6. Peace Peace is worth striving for. 7. Courage Courage faces fear head on. 8. Honesty Honesty strengthens every relationship deeply. 9. Success Success requires dedication and effort. 10. Failure Failure teaches valuable life lessons. 11. Trust 12. Patience Patience yields the best results. 13. Kindness Kindness always makes a difference. 14. Health Health is a true treasure. 15. Wealth Wealth doesn’t ensure happiness alone. 16. Innovation Innovation drives the world forward. 17. Creativity Creativity knows no limitations whatsoever. 18.
Passion Passion fuels dreams into action. 19. Empathy Empathy brings people closer together. 20. Gratitude Gratitude turns what we have into enough. 21. Equality Equality should be everyone’s right. 22. Friendship Friendship withstands the toughest times. 23. Adventure Adventure beckons the brave hearted. 24. Knowledge Knowledge empowers one incredibly deeply. Must Learn: Game words English vocabulary words A to Z Spanish Words Important Words In English | images One of the most intimidating things about learning English is the huge number
of words to know. English has over 100,000 word families, which are words with the same root (like “played”, “playful” and “playing” which all share the root word “play”). It also gains around three new words every day... yikes! But research shows that there’s no reason to be scared. Why? Because you will be able to understand about 65% of all written material in the English language with only the 300 most frequently used words. Keep reading to learn more or discover online English lessons for beginners on Preply. The most common words in the English
language are typically function words such as ‘the’, ‘be’, ‘to’, ‘of’, ‘and’, ‘a’, ‘in’, ‘that’, ‘have’, and ‘I'. These words are frequently used in everyday communication and form the backbone of English sentence structure. We’ve collected the most common English words below, split into the major word classes (verbs, nouns, adjectives, and adverbs) and four more word classes (prepositions, pronouns, conjunctions, and contractions). If you see some words repeated in these lists, don’t forget that many English words can be in more than one class. Verbs are
“doing” words that express a specific action. The most common English verbs are: is was are be have had were can said use do will would make like has look write go see could been call am find did get come made may take know live give think say help tell follow came want show set put does must ask went read need move try change play spell found study learn should add keep start thought saw turn might close seem open begin got run walk began grow took carry hear stop miss eat watch let cut talk being leave Nouns are words that name something — a
person, a place or a thing. The most common English nouns are: word time number way people water day part sound work place year back thing name sentence man line boy farm end men land home hand picture air animal house page letter point mother answer America world food country plant school father tree city earth eye head story example life paper group children side feet car mile night sea river state book idea face Indian girl mountain list song family Adjectives are words used to describe nouns or pronouns. The most frequent English adjectives
are: he a one all an each other many some two more long new little most good great right mean old any same three small another large big even such different kind still high every own light left few next hard both important white four second enough above young Adverbs are used to change the meaning of a verb, adjective or another adverb. Aside from the most common ones below, you can usually spot adverbs by looking for words that end in “-ly’. The most common English adverbs are: not when there how up out then so no first now only very just where
much before too also around well here why again off away near below last never always together often once later far really almost sometimes soon Prepositions are words that link nouns, pronouns or phrases with other words in a sentence. The most common English prepositions are: of to in for on with at from by about into down over after through between under along until without Pronouns are words that replace nouns. They are used to avoid repeating nouns over and over again, making sentences easier to understand. The most common English pronouns
are: you that it he his they I this what we your which she their them these her him my who its me our us something those Conjunctions connect words, clauses and sentences together. The most frequently used English conjunctions are: and as or but if than because while Contractions are shortened versions of words, which cut out letters and replace them with an apostrophe (). The most common English contractions are: Now that you know the words you need to get started, the next step is to ask, “How can I learn them?” Take a look below at our top tips to
grow your English vocabulary. Are flashcards still a useful way to learn a language? The short answer is: yes! The longer answer is: yes, but they should be used to support other learning activities. Flashcards help you learn new vocabulary through repetition, repetition, repetition. By focusing more on what you don’t know, you can build new connections in your mind and improve your memory of new words. Testing yourself with flashcards is also strangely satisfying, especially when you look back at the number of new English words you’ve mastered!
Flashcard apps allow you to identify which words you need to work on and which you already know. Some great flashcard apps are: Quizlet: Study your target language with ready-made flashcards, or make your own. Preply: Import words your tutor shared in your online lessons, or add any word you want to learn! Another great way to grow your English vocabulary is to write a diary every day. When you write a diary, you’ll learn and reinforce the most frequently used words in your daily life. You'll also figure out which words are missing from your
vocabulary. As the days pass, you can go back and see the amazing progress you’ve made and the new words you’ve learned. Seeing your progress in this way is extremely motivating, and keeps you learning! If you're learning the most common words in English, a diary is an amazing technique to use these words in context. Give it a try! Once you've learned the most common English words, you have plenty of material to start a real English conversation. You can learn so much by speaking to people on language exchange apps, friends, family members and
during 1-on-1 lessons with an expert English tutor. In fact, research conducted at the University of Montreal discovered that repeating words out loud to another person is more effective for memorization than saying them aloud to yourself. The more you speak with other people, the more you'll use the most common English words, and the more your fluency and memory will develop. You’'ll definitely make mistakes when you speak. But the more mistakes you make, the faster you’ll see progress! Before making a word list, ask yourself this key question: “What
will I spend my time doing with this language?” With this question in mind, you can create your own word lists which focus on the vocabulary you will need every day. For example, if you work in finance, you might need to use the word “assets” much more than you would “flowers.” If you continue to see common words, whether it’s during your work, with your friends, or inside the English stories you read, write them down! Create your own word lists in a spreadsheet, notepad, or app, and update them every time you pick up an important new word. Find
out your English level with our free placement test Take our free test and discover your English level in just a few clicks. Take placement test Have you ever heard of the 80/20 principle? This fascinating idea is well-known in economics and business. It explains that with many skills, 20% of your time and energy generates 80% of your results. The same rule can be applied to language learning, too. With this in mind, let’s take a look at the research of Dr. Edward Fry, who collected the most common English words for his book Dr. Fry’s 1000 Instant Words. He
found that the 25 most commonly used words appear in a huge 30% of written material in English. The first 100 are used in about 50%, and the first 300 are used in about 65%. Dr. Fry’s findings mean that with the 300 most common words in English, you can understand the majority of texts written in the language. When we spoke to Olly Richards (who knows eight foreign languages), we found that learning the most common words is the first step he takes to learn any language fast. He said: What most people don’t realize is that when you use really simple
dialogues, they will contain the 100 or 200 most common words in the language which are used over 50% of the time. So if you learn the most common 100 words in a language, you will understand 50% of everything you hear. This blows people’s minds when they first hear it! Pretty incredible, huh? Curious about more basic vocabulary? Dive into this next! We’'ve already discussed some powerful tactics for learning new vocabulary. If you want more tips to expand your vocabulary, check out the article on how to memorize new words in English. However,
research shows that the fastest way to learn new words and speak a language is (unsurprisingly) to speak it! That’s why learning with an online tutor, or taking corporate english training (for specialized business English vocabulary) can take your English to the next level. With your own tutor, you'll be speaking from lesson one, and will quickly understand which words are missing from your vocabulary. Your tutor will also put together a plan so you can grow the vocabulary you need. There’s nothing more motivating than seeing your vocabulary grow from
300 simple words, to 600 and even more. Before you know it, you’ll be building sentences with confidence! HomeWelcome to EFProgramsSee everything we doOfficesFind an office near youAbout usWho we areCareersjoin the team Here we list the 1,000 most commonly used words in English. Whether you're a native speaker or learning English as a second language, understanding and using the most frequently used words in the language can greatly improve your communication skills and vocab.By becoming familiar with these high frequency words and
incorporating them into your vocabulary, you can improve your ability to understand and express yourself in English. Subscribe to our mailing list to receive FREE exclusive content and offers!Here are the top 100 most common words in English, referenced from the Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) data:The Top 100 High Frequency
WordsthebeandofaintohavetoitIthatforyouhewithondosaythistheyatbutwehisfromthatnotbysheoraswhatgotheircanwhogetifwouldherallmymakeaboutknowwillasuponetimethereyearsothinkwhenwhichthemsomemepeopletakeoutintojustseehimyourcomecouldnowthanlikeotherhowthenitsourtwomorethesewantwaylookfirstalsonewbecausedaymoreusemanfindherethinggivemanywellonlythoseComplete List Of 1000 Most Common WordsThis list excludes single letter words such as and
“I”.theofandtoinforisonthatbythiswithyouitnotorbearefromatasyourallhavenewmoreanwaswewillhomecanusaboutifpagemyhassearchfreebutouroneotherdonoinformationtimetheysiteheupmaywhatwhichtheirnewsoutuseanythereseeonlysohiswhencontactherebusinesswhowebalsonowhelpgetpmviewonlinefirstambeenwouldhowweremeservicessometheseclickitslikeservicethanfindpricedatebacktoppeoplehadlistnamejustoverstateyeardayintoemailtwohealthworldrenextusedgoworklastmostproductsmusicbhuydatamakethemshouldproductsystemposthercityaddpolicynum?
or print this page: Download 1,000 English words (PDF) sorted by importance (1-1000). Download 1,000 English words (PDF) sorted in alphabetical order (A-Z). Download 1,000 English words (PDF) sorted by importance (1-1000). A list of 1,000 English words sorted by importance is a great tool for anyone learning English. These words are used most often in everyday conversations and texts. By learning these words first, you can quickly improve your understanding and speaking skills. This list starts with the most frequently used words, helping you focus on
the words that are most useful in everyday conversations. Words like “this,” “and,” “you,” and “is” appear at the top of the list because they are used all the time. As you go down the list, you'll find other important words related to topics like food, travel, and work. Studying these 1,000 words helps you understand about 75% of common English texts, making it easier to read, listen, and have basic conversations. By focusing on this list, you can build a strong foundation in English and gain the confidence to speak and understand the language more quickly.
Basic English vocabulary is very important for anyone learning the language. Vocabulary helps you understand and communicate in everyday situations. One of the best ways to start is by learning the 1,000 most common English words. These words are used in daily conversations, so knowing them will improve your vocabulary quickly. Building a strong vocabulary with these 1,000 words provides a great foundation for speaking and understanding English. With practice, your vocabulary will grow, and you will feel more confident using English in everyday life.
Focusing on basic vocabulary is key to learning the language successfully. Correct pronunciation is very important when learning English. All the 1,000 most common English words are pronounced by a native speaker, so you can easily learn how to say each word correctly. Just click or tap on any English word from the list to hear its correct pronunciation. When you learn new words, it’s important to listen carefully to how they are pronounced. Saying words correctly helps others understand what you are trying to say. Even if you know a lot of words, poor
pronunciation can make communication difficult. Good pronunciation also helps you sound more natural and confident when speaking English. It allows you to communicate more clearly, making conversations easier. So, always pay attention to the pronunciation of each word and practice regularly. This will make a big difference in how well you speak and understand English. We have translated all 1,000 of the most common English words into 50 different languages. For each English word, we have carefully selected the most important meaning for you to
learn first. This helps you focus on the right meaning and improves your understanding of English. To begin, simply select your preferred language from the menu at the top of the page. You'll see the English words along with their translations, making it easy to learn the words in both English and your native language. This will help you build a strong vocabulary and start using English in everyday conversations. By learning these 1,000 essential words, you’ll quickly establish a solid foundation for speaking and understanding English. This simple and efficient
method will help you gain confidence in using the language. The list of 1,000 most common English words is divided into 50 easy lessons, with 20 words in each lesson. This makes it much easier for you to learn new words step by step. Instead of trying to memorize all the words at once, you can focus on just 20 words at a time. Breaking the list into smaller lessons helps you stay organized and learn at a comfortable pace. You can choose a lesson from the menu at the top of the page and start with the most important words first. We suggest learning one
lesson each week, so you have enough time to practice and remember the words. This method will help you build your vocabulary gradually and steadily, making it easier to use these words in everyday conversations.
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