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In the words of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Every artist was first an amateur. Exactly what Embarking on the path of becoming a self-taught artist can be an exhilarating and empowering In the vast landscape of artistic pursuits, it is not uncommon to experience periods of Inspiration is the ethereal force that ignites the creative flame within artists,
propelling them to As artists, we are constantly looking for new inspiration and ways to improve our skills. Inspiration can be gathered from a multitude of placesmuseums, galleries, social media, courses and books. Art books are there to help inspire, improve and sometimes, to get you out of a creative rut. Finding some inspiration off screen and
straight from your home can be a brilliant way to spend some time. This is a comprehensive list for artists that want to build on their art skills, get a creative boost and make their practice feel more fulfilling. For those who want tips on the business side of things, skip to the last section. Disclaimer: Fine Art Tutorials is a reader supported site. When
you make purchases through links on this site, we may earn a small commission at no extra cost to you. No matter your level, beginner, intermediate, or professional, these books for artists can provide you with a strong foundation to base your practice upon. Or help you master a more specific skill. Get it here This art book is a must-read for any
beginner artist, no matter their preferred discipline. There are fundamentals in art, which, once mastered give way to developing a broader range of skills in more depth. Having an understanding of these skills can give you more confidence in using your materials and trusting your creative process. Art Fundamentals outlines the very basics of art.
With a section on compositional theories, such as the rule of thirds and the divine proportion. It gives a detailed guide on how to use colour, light, depth, shape, perspective and anatomy in art. This book would even be suitable for a more experienced self taught artist who feels like they want to revisit some of the elementary concepts. Get it here The
key to a successful painting is in the planning and composition. If you paint realistically, expressively or abstractly, learning some of the formative compositional techniques can take your art to new heights. This art book is easy to follow and has five step-by-step demonstrations to help you put your knowledge to practice. Mastering Composition can
help artists to plan the design of my paintings before they start, instead of jumping straight in. This in turn can help artists improve quickly. If youre interested in learning more about composition in art, check out our post! Get it here Colour theory can seem like a complex topic, but this book puts it into context for artists, with practical
demonstrations on how to interpret, mix and combine colour. Quiller also encourages artists to make creative choices in their work, helping artists to find their unique style when using colour. Theres some helpful instruction on how to apply colour in artwork and various techniques you can use to make your work stand out. Get it here This is a fun art
book that shows you how to draw a variety of subjects, with space for you to practice on the page. The drawing tasks are therapeutic, relaxing and easy to follow. Plus, the book lies completely flat, making it easier for you to sketch on. If youre looking to learn how to draw but dont know where to start, if you want to learn how to draw a wider range of
subjects, or if you want to break some of your usual habits and gain a fresh perspective on the art of drawing, you will get something out of this book. Even if drawing isnt your main medium of choice, perfecting your skills will help you establish structure in your art pieces and give you the freedom to create drawings from imagination. If you want to,
this book can help you get into the routine of a regular drawing practice, which will over time, enable you to draw accurately and realistically freehand. Get it here A reprint of a classic book written in the 1940s. The illustrations have a wonderful vintage feel about them. The author, Andrew Loomis was an illustrator famous for his commercial work
and series of instructive books. He inspired artists such as Norman Rockwell. This book covers everything from providing an understanding of facial anatomy, to giving demonstrations on how to render portraits in a clean and realistic style. If you want to read more about the Loomis Method of drawing a head, read our guide to find out how to
construct a portrait from scratch. Get it here This book is great for beginners who want to venture into the world of painting, but havent quite decided which medium they want to try. It gives detailed explanations of key watercolour, acrylic and oil painting techniques. We have another review on the best books for watercolour artists, if youre
interested in getting started with the medium. Learn everything you need to know about colour, tone pattern, brushwork, and composition to get a head start with painting. Get it here Become a master of portraiture and learn how to paint the human form. There are six classes in the book, which demonstrate how to observe and draw people. This
book provides brilliant references, using original and interesting photography to illustrate the classes. Simblet maps the human body, from the skeleton to muscle groups and systems so you can really understand how the construction of the body affects its appearance in portraiture. For a comprehensive review of the best anatomy books for artists,
check out our guide! Get it here A comprehensive guide on how to draw portraits, landscapes and still life. You can use pastel, charcoal, pencil or ink with this guide. This book outlines more than 80 drawing techniques, giving variety to your art practice. Learn stippling, cross hatching, blending and much more. Learn how to draw realistically with
projects for beginner, intermediate and advanced artists. For a more detailed review on books for drawing, check out our guide to find the best options for beginner and professional pencil artists. Get it here A more advanced art book for those who want to learn an academic approach to painting. Susan Brooker demonstrates the techniques of the old
masters, of layering colour over a toned ground. This book is mainly aimed at oil painters, but most of the techniques can be applied to acrylic too. From this book, learn how to paint luminous and realistic portraits. Get it here Capturing landscapes, with all its complexities in light, colour and form is a painters greatest challenge. This book breaks it
down helping painters see the patterns, colours and shapes that make up the whole scene. This art book is an in depth course, for those really looking to fast track their skills. It gives a look at colour theory, composition and much more. Sometimes we need a book that helps us to realise our purpose, or remind us why we started on an artistic journey
in the first place. These books will give meaning to your art practice and help you affirm and nurture your creative identity. Get it here One thing many beginner artists struggle with when they are just starting to improve their skills, is finding their style or voice. This book can help artists to find their visual identity by focussing on the influences that
inspire them to create and giving advice on how to develop and express a signature style. Get it here Every artist at some point will experience creative block. This book offers solutions and ideas to help artists overcome this conundrum. With interviews from fifty different artists, each professional provides exercises to help you feel more motivated
and move back into a state of creative flow. Get it here Every artist has a different creative journey and career trajectory, this compilation of forty essays shines a light on how contemporary creatives have sustained their practice over time. Get it here A hugely popular book of ten down to earth principles to help artists uncover a creative mindset and
forge their own path to success. The advice is brazen, real and perfect for those who are feeling lost in the artistic world. Making a business out of art, even as an emerging artist is a reality for manyanyone with an internet connection, saleable art and a know-how for social media can start selling. Theres more to it than that, of course.These books
will guide you through the process of selling art, with industry advice from professionals in the field to help you skyrocket your success. Get it here This book provides strategies for marketing yourself as an artist, managing the day-to-day, promoting yourself online and building relationships with others in the field. Jackie Battenfield advises the
reader on how to develop an entrepreneurial mindset and an all important cash flow from art. Get it here There are many ways to make a living from art. From selling fine art, making prints, teaching, doing commercial work and more. The author shows that there is flexibility in the field and room for all sorts of artists to settle into the market. On top
of giving encouraging advice, Congdon teaches the reader how to set actionable goals in exhibiting with galleries, promoting themselves online, pricing, selling and much more. Get it here A beginners ten step guide to building an audience and promoting their work. A short, snappy, visual book that is a joy to read. If youve found anything on this site
especially useful, you can make a donation to me through PayPal. I take a lot of time to research and write each topic, making sure each tutorial is as detailed as possible and I make all my content freely available. Any small donation (even the price of a cup of coffee!) can help me to cover the running costs of the site. Any help from my readers is
much appreciated :). Follow the link in the button below to support this site. As artists, we are constantly looking for new inspiration and ways to improve our skills. Inspiration can be gathered from a multitude of placesmuseums, galleries, social media, courses and books. Art books are there to help inspire, improve and sometimes, to get you out of a
creative rut. Finding some inspiration off screen and straight from your home can be a brilliant way to spend some time. This is a comprehensive list for artists that want to build on their art skills, get a creative boost and make their practice feel more fulfilling. For those who want tips on the business side of things, skip to the last section. Disclaimer:
Fine Art Tutorials is a reader supported site. When you make purchases through links on this site, we may earn a small commission at no extra cost to you. No matter your level, beginner, intermediate, or professional, these books for artists can provide you with a strong foundation to base your practice upon. Or help you master a more specific skill.
Get it here This art book is a must-read for any beginner artist, no matter their preferred discipline. There are fundamentals in art, which, once mastered give way to developing a broader range of skills in more depth. Having an understanding of these skills can give you more confidence in using your materials and trusting your creative process. Art
Fundamentals outlines the very basics of art. With a section on compositional theories, such as the rule of thirds and the divine proportion. It gives a detailed guide on how to use colour, light, depth, shape, perspective and anatomy in art. This book would even be suitable for a more experienced self taught artist who feels like they want to revisit
some of the elementary concepts. Get it here The key to a successful painting is in the planning and composition. If you paint realistically, expressively or abstractly, learning some of the formative compositional techniques can take your art to new heights. This art book is easy to follow and has five step-by-step demonstrations to help you put your
knowledge to practice. Mastering Composition can help artists to plan the design of my paintings before they start, instead of jumping straight in. This in turn can help artists improve quickly. If youre interested in learning more about composition in art, check out our post! Get it here Colour theory can seem like a complex topic, but this book puts it
into context for artists, with practical demonstrations on how to interpret, mix and combine colour. Quiller also encourages artists to make creative choices in their work, helping artists to find their unique style when using colour. Theres some helpful instruction on how to apply colour in artwork and various techniques you can use to make your work
stand out. Get it here This is a fun art book that shows you how to draw a variety of subjects, with space for you to practice on the page. The drawing tasks are therapeutic, relaxing and easy to follow. Plus, the book lies completely flat, making it easier for you to sketch on. If youre looking to learn how to draw but dont know where to start, if you want
to learn how to draw a wider range of subjects, or if you want to break some of your usual habits and gain a fresh perspective on the art of drawing, you will get something out of this book. Even if drawing isnt your main medium of choice, perfecting your skills will help you establish structure in your art pieces and give you the freedom to create
drawings from imagination. If you want to, this book can help you get into the routine of a regular drawing practice, which will over time, enable you to draw accurately and realistically freehand. Get it here A reprint of a classic book written in the 1940s. The illustrations have a wonderful vintage feel about them. The author, Andrew Loomis was an
illustrator famous for his commercial work and series of instructive books. He inspired artists such as Norman Rockwell. This book covers everything from providing an understanding of facial anatomy, to giving demonstrations on how to render portraits in a clean and realistic style. If you want to read more about the Loomis Method of drawing a
head, read our guide to find out how to construct a portrait from scratch. Get it here This book is great for beginners who want to venture into the world of painting, but havent quite decided which medium they want to try. It gives detailed explanations of key watercolour, acrylic and oil painting techniques. We have another review on the best books
for watercolour artists, if youre interested in getting started with the medium. Learn everything you need to know about colour, tone pattern, brushwork, and composition to get a head start with painting. Get it here Become a master of portraiture and learn how to paint the human form. There are six classes in the book, which demonstrate how to
observe and draw people. This book provides brilliant references, using original and interesting photography to illustrate the classes. Simblet maps the human body, from the skeleton to muscle groups and systems so you can really understand how the construction of the body affects its appearance in portraiture. For a comprehensive review of the
best anatomy books for artists, check out our guide! Get it here A comprehensive guide on how to draw portraits, landscapes and still life. You can use pastel, charcoal, pencil or ink with this guide. This book outlines more than 80 drawing techniques, giving variety to your art practice. Learn stippling, cross hatching, blending and much more. Learn
how to draw realistically with projects for beginner, intermediate and advanced artists. For a more detailed review on books for drawing, check out our guide to find the best options for beginner and professional pencil artists. Get it here A more advanced art book for those who want to learn an academic approach to painting. Susan Brooker
demonstrates the techniques of the old masters, of layering colour over a toned ground. This book is mainly aimed at oil painters, but most of the techniques can be applied to acrylic too. From this book, learn how to paint luminous and realistic portraits. Get it here Capturing landscapes, with all its complexities in light, colour and form is a painters
greatest challenge. This book breaks it down helping painters see the patterns, colours and shapes that make up the whole scene. This art book is an in depth course, for those really looking to fast track their skills. It gives a look at colour theory, composition and much more. Sometimes we need a book that helps us to realise our purpose, or remind
us why we started on an artistic journey in the first place. These books will give meaning to your art practice and help you affirm and nurture your creative identity. Get it here One thing many beginner artists struggle with when they are just starting to improve their skills, is finding their style or voice. This book can help artists to find their visual
identity by focussing on the influences that inspire them to create and giving advice on how to develop and express a signature style. Get it here Every artist at some point will experience creative block. This book offers solutions and ideas to help artists overcome this conundrum. With interviews from fifty different artists, each professional provides
exercises to help you feel more motivated and move back into a state of creative flow. Get it here Every artist has a different creative journey and career trajectory, this compilation of forty essays shines a light on how contemporary creatives have sustained their practice over time. Get it here A hugely popular book of ten down to earth principles to
help artists uncover a creative mindset and forge their own path to success. The advice is brazen, real and perfect for those who are feeling lost in the artistic world. Making a business out of art, even as an emerging artist is a reality for manyanyone with an internet connection, saleable art and a know-how for social media can start selling. Theres
more to it than that, of course.These books will guide you through the process of selling art, with industry advice from professionals in the field to help you skyrocket your success. Get it here This book provides strategies for marketing yourself as an artist, managing the day-to-day, promoting yourself online and building relationships with others in
the field. Jackie Battenfield advises the reader on how to develop an entrepreneurial mindset and an all important cash flow from art. Get it here There are many ways to make a living from art. From selling fine art, making prints, teaching, doing commercial work and more. The author shows that there is flexibility in the field and room for all sorts of
artists to settle into the market. On top of giving encouraging advice, Congdon teaches the reader how to set actionable goals in exhibiting with galleries, promoting themselves online, pricing, selling and much more. Get it here A beginners ten step guide to building an audience and promoting their work. A short, snappy, visual book that is a joy to
read. If youve found anything on this site especially useful, you can make a donation to me through PayPal. I take a lot of time to research and write each topic, making sure each tutorial is as detailed as possible and I make all my content freely available. Any small donation (even the price of a cup of coffee!) can help me to cover the running costs of
the site. Any help from my readers is much appreciated :). Follow the link in the button below to support this site. Stock Photos from Skylines/ShutterstockThis post may contain affiliate links. If you make a purchase, My Modern Met may earn an affiliate commission. Please read our disclosure for more info.Whether you're a seasoned pro or just
starting your creative career, there's always more to learn. From brushing up on your marketing skills or learning how to sell your art online, there's no end to the business skills that can help you push your career further. Because, as we all know, it takes more than raw talent to make it as an artist. Ambition, tenacity, and the willingness to grow are
just some of the characteristics that will help you build your career. And while there are no shortage of articles online to helpincluding our own section of creative career advicesometimes you just need to pick up a good book. Luckily, there are fantastic resources out there to help you with all aspects of the art business. From learning how to set
prices to techniques on how to keep you inspired and productive, there are endless books to help your career survive, and thrive.Ready to start building your library? Clear some room on the bookshelf for our list of 24 books every artist needs to own. Looking for inspiration and encouragement? Find Your Artistic Voice: The Essential Guide to Working
Your Creative Magic by Lisa CongdonLisa Congdon | from $7.09 The Creative Habit: Learn It and Use It for Life by Twyla TharpTwyla Tharp | from $3.64 Creative Confidence, Unleashing the Creative Potential Within Us All by Tom Kelley & David Kelley Pocket Frida Kahlo Wisdom by Hardie GrantHardie Grant | $9.99 Art & Fear: Observations On the
Perils (and Rewards) of Artmaking by David Bayles & Ted Orland Need business basics for your art career? Mind Your Business: A Workbook to Grow Your Creative Passion into a Full-Time Gig by Ilana Griffollana Griffo | from $13.89 How to Build Your Art Business With Limited Time or Energy by Corinna Thurston Art, Inc.: The Essential Guide for
Building Your Career as an Artist by Lisa CongdonLisa Congdon | $10.30 Art/Work: Everything You Need to Know (and Do) As You Pursue Your Art Career by Heather Darcy Bhandari & Jonathan Melber Daniel Grant | from $7.13 Real Artists Don't Starve by Jeff GoinsJeff Goins | from $3.25 The Artist's Guide: How to Make a Living Doing What You
Love by Jackie Battenfield Etsy-preneurship: Everything You Need to Know to Turn Your Handmade Hobby into a Thriving Business by Jason MalinakJason Malinak | from $1.98 Art Money & Success by Maria TrophyMaria Trophy | from $9.99 Want to improve your marketing and networking skills?Show Your Work! by Austin KleonAustin Kleon | from
$6.08 Art-Write: The Writing Guide for Visual Artists by Vicki Krohn Amorose Guerrilla Marketing for Artists by Barney DaveyBarney Davey | from $3.49 Wish you were better at selling your art? Selling Fine Art Photography by Nigel MerrickNigel Merrick | from $4.99 How to Sell Art: A Systematic Approach to Creating Relationships with Collectors
and Closing the Sale by J. Jason Horejs How to Sell Your Art Online by Cory HuffCory Huff | from $7.99 Need help with finances and legal matters? Arts & Numbers: A Financial Guide for Artists, Writers, Performers, and Other Members of the Creative Class by elaine Grogan Luttrull Tad Crawford | from $7.53 Related Articles:6 Reasons Why Every
Artist Should Have Their Own Blog8 Innovative Ways to Make Money From Your ArtHow to Successfully Find Gallery Representation as an Artist6 Tips for How to Accept Art Commissions and Stay Successful As artists, we are constantly looking for new inspiration and ways to improve our skills. Inspiration can be gathered from a multitude of
placesmuseums, galleries, social media, courses and books. Art books are there to help inspire, improve and sometimes, to get you out of a creative rut. Finding some inspiration off screen and straight from your home can be a brilliant way to spend some time. This is a comprehensive list for artists that want to build on their art skills, get a creative
boost and make their practice feel more fulfilling. For those who want tips on the business side of things, skip to the last section. Disclaimer: Fine Art Tutorials is a reader supported site. When you make purchases through links on this site, we may earn a small commission at no extra cost to you. No matter your level, beginner, intermediate, or
professional, these books for artists can provide you with a strong foundation to base your practice upon. Or help you master a more specific skill. Get it here This art book is a must-read for any beginner artist, no matter their preferred discipline. There are fundamentals in art, which, once mastered give way to developing a broader range of skills in
more depth. Having an understanding of these skills can give you more confidence in using your materials and trusting your creative process. Art Fundamentals outlines the very basics of art. With a section on compositional theories, such as the rule of thirds and the divine proportion. It gives a detailed guide on how to use colour, light, depth, shape,
perspective and anatomy in art. This book would even be suitable for a more experienced self taught artist who feels like they want to revisit some of the elementary concepts. Get it here The key to a successful painting is in the planning and composition. If you paint realistically, expressively or abstractly, learning some of the formative compositional
techniques can take your art to new heights. This art book is easy to follow and has five step-by-step demonstrations to help you put your knowledge to practice. Mastering Composition can help artists to plan the design of my paintings before they start, instead of jumping straight in. This in turn can help artists improve quickly. If youre interested in
learning more about composition in art, check out our post! Get it here Colour theory can seem like a complex topic, but this book puts it into context for artists, with practical demonstrations on how to interpret, mix and combine colour. Quiller also encourages artists to make creative choices in their work, helping artists to find their unique style
when using colour. Theres some helpful instruction on how to apply colour in artwork and various techniques you can use to make your work stand out. Get it here This is a fun art book that shows you how to draw a variety of subjects, with space for you to practice on the page. The drawing tasks are therapeutic, relaxing and easy to follow. Plus, the
book lies completely flat, making it easier for you to sketch on. If youre looking to learn how to draw but dont know where to start, if you want to learn how to draw a wider range of subjects, or if you want to break some of your usual habits and gain a fresh perspective on the art of drawing, you will get something out of this book. Even if drawing isnt
your main medium of choice, perfecting your skills will help you establish structure in your art pieces and give you the freedom to create drawings from imagination. If you want to, this book can help you get into the routine of a regular drawing practice, which will over time, enable you to draw accurately and realistically freehand. Get it here A
reprint of a classic book written in the 1940s. The illustrations have a wonderful vintage feel about them. The author, Andrew Loomis was an illustrator famous for his commercial work and series of instructive books. He inspired artists such as Norman Rockwell. This book covers everything from providing an understanding of facial anatomy, to giving
demonstrations on how to render portraits in a clean and realistic style. If you want to read more about the Loomis Method of drawing a head, read our guide to find out how to construct a portrait from scratch. Get it here This book is great for beginners who want to venture into the world of painting, but havent quite decided which medium they
want to try. It gives detailed explanations of key watercolour, acrylic and oil painting techniques. We have another review on the best books for watercolour artists, if youre interested in getting started with the medium. Learn everything you need to know about colour, tone pattern, brushwork, and composition to get a head start with painting. Get it
here Become a master of portraiture and learn how to paint the human form. There are six classes in the book, which demonstrate how to observe and draw people. This book provides brilliant references, using original and interesting photography to illustrate the classes. Simblet maps the human body, from the skeleton to muscle groups and systems
so you can really understand how the construction of the body affects its appearance in portraiture. For a comprehensive review of the best anatomy books for artists, check out our guide! Get it here A comprehensive guide on how to draw portraits, landscapes and still life. You can use pastel, charcoal, pencil or ink with this guide. This book outlines
more than 80 drawing techniques, giving variety to your art practice. Learn stippling, cross hatching, blending and much more. Learn how to draw realistically with projects for beginner, intermediate and advanced artists. For a more detailed review on books for drawing, check out our guide to find the best options for beginner and professional
pencil artists. Get it here A more advanced art book for those who want to learn an academic approach to painting. Susan Brooker demonstrates the techniques of the old masters, of layering colour over a toned ground. This book is mainly aimed at oil painters, but most of the techniques can be applied to acrylic too. From this book, learn how to paint
luminous and realistic portraits. Get it here Capturing landscapes, with all its complexities in light, colour and form is a painters greatest challenge. This book breaks it down helping painters see the patterns, colours and shapes that make up the whole scene. This art book is an in depth course, for those really looking to fast track their skills. It gives
a look at colour theory, composition and much more. Sometimes we need a book that helps us to realise our purpose, or remind us why we started on an artistic journey in the first place. These books will give meaning to your art practice and help you affirm and nurture your creative identity. Get it here One thing many beginner artists struggle with
when they are just starting to improve their skills, is finding their style or voice. This book can help artists to find their visual identity by focussing on the influences that inspire them to create and giving advice on how to develop and express a signature style. Get it here Every artist at some point will experience creative block. This book offers
solutions and ideas to help artists overcome this conundrum. With interviews from fifty different artists, each professional provides exercises to help you feel more motivated and move back into a state of creative flow. Get it here Every artist has a different creative journey and career trajectory, this compilation of forty essays shines a light on how
contemporary creatives have sustained their practice over time. Get it here A hugely popular book of ten down to earth principles to help artists uncover a creative mindset and forge their own path to success. The advice is brazen, real and perfect for those who are feeling lost in the artistic world. Making a business out of art, even as an emerging
artist is a reality for manyanyone with an internet connection, saleable art and a know-how for social media can start selling. Theres more to it than that, of course.These books will guide you through the process of selling art, with industry advice from professionals in the field to help you skyrocket your success. Get it here This book provides
strategies for marketing yourself as an artist, managing the day-to-day, promoting yourself online and building relationships with others in the field. Jackie Battenfield advises the reader on how to develop an entrepreneurial mindset and an all important cash flow from art. Get it here There are many ways to make a living from art. From selling fine
art, making prints, teaching, doing commercial work and more. The author shows that there is flexibility in the field and room for all sorts of artists to settle into the market. On top of giving encouraging advice, Congdon teaches the reader how to set actionable goals in exhibiting with galleries, promoting themselves online, pricing, selling and much
more. Get it here A beginners ten step guide to building an audience and promoting their work. A short, snappy, visual book that is a joy to read. If youve found anything on this site especially useful, you can make a donation to me through PayPal. I take a lot of time to research and write each topic, making sure each tutorial is as detailed as possible
and [ make all my content freely available. Any small donation (even the price of a cup of coffee!) can help me to cover the running costs of the site. Any help from my readers is much appreciated :). Follow the link in the button below to support this site. As artists, we are constantly looking for new inspiration and ways to improve our skills.
Inspiration can be gathered from a multitude of placesmuseums, galleries, social media, courses and books. Art books are there to help inspire, improve and sometimes, to get you out of a creative rut. Finding some inspiration off screen and straight from your home can be a brilliant way to spend some time. This is a comprehensive list for artists that
want to build on their art skills, get a creative boost and make their practice feel more fulfilling. For those who want tips on the business side of things, skip to the last section. Disclaimer: Fine Art Tutorials is a reader supported site. When you make purchases through links on this site, we may earn a small commission at no extra cost to you. No
matter your level, beginner, intermediate, or professional, these books for artists can provide you with a strong foundation to base your practice upon. Or help you master a more specific skill. Get it here This art book is a must-read for any beginner artist, no matter their preferred discipline. There are fundamentals in art, which, once mastered give
way to developing a broader range of skills in more depth. Having an understanding of these skills can give you more confidence in using your materials and trusting your creative process. Art Fundamentals outlines the very basics of art. With a section on compositional theories, such as the rule of thirds and the divine proportion. It gives a detailed
guide on how to use colour, light, depth, shape, perspective and anatomy in art. This book would even be suitable for a more experienced self taught artist who feels like they want to revisit some of the elementary concepts. Get it here The key to a successful painting is in the planning and composition. If you paint realistically, expressively or
abstractly, learning some of the formative compositional techniques can take your art to new heights. This art book is easy to follow and has five step-by-step demonstrations to help you put your knowledge to practice. Mastering Composition can help artists to plan the design of my paintings before they start, instead of jumping straight in. This in
turn can help artists improve quickly. If youre interested in learning more about composition in art, check out our post! Get it here Colour theory can seem like a complex topic, but this book puts it into context for artists, with practical demonstrations on how to interpret, mix and combine colour. Quiller also encourages artists to make creative
choices in their work, helping artists to find their unique style when using colour. Theres some helpful instruction on how to apply colour in artwork and various techniques you can use to make your work stand out. Get it here This is a fun art book that shows you how to draw a variety of subjects, with space for you to practice on the page. The
drawing tasks are therapeutic, relaxing and easy to follow. Plus, the book lies completely flat, making it easier for you to sketch on. If youre looking to learn how to draw but dont know where to start, if you want to learn how to draw a wider range of subjects, or if you want to break some of your usual habits and gain a fresh perspective on the art of
drawing, you will get something out of this book. Even if drawing isnt your main medium of choice, perfecting your skills will help you establish structure in your art pieces and give you the freedom to create drawings from imagination. If you want to, this book can help you get into the routine of a regular drawing practice, which will over time,
enable you to draw accurately and realistically freehand. Get it here A reprint of a classic book written in the 1940s. The illustrations have a wonderful vintage feel about them. The author, Andrew Loomis was an illustrator famous for his commercial work and series of instructive books. He inspired artists such as Norman Rockwell. This book covers
everything from providing an understanding of facial anatomy, to giving demonstrations on how to render portraits in a clean and realistic style. If you want to read more about the Loomis Method of drawing a head, read our guide to find out how to construct a portrait from scratch. Get it here This book is great for beginners who want to venture into
the world of painting, but havent quite decided which medium they want to try. It gives detailed explanations of key watercolour, acrylic and oil painting techniques. We have another review on the best books for watercolour artists, if youre interested in getting started with the medium. Learn everything you need to know about colour, tone pattern,
brushwork, and composition to get a head start with painting. Get it here Become a master of portraiture and learn how to paint the human form. There are six classes in the book, which demonstrate how to observe and draw people. This book provides brilliant references, using original and interesting photography to illustrate the classes. Simblet
maps the human body, from the skeleton to muscle groups and systems so you can really understand how the construction of the body affects its appearance in portraiture. For a comprehensive review of the best anatomy books for artists, check out our guide! Get it here A comprehensive guide on how to draw portraits, landscapes and still life. You
can use pastel, charcoal, pencil or ink with this guide. This book outlines more than 80 drawing techniques, giving variety to your art practice. Learn stippling, cross hatching, blending and much more. Learn how to draw realistically with projects for beginner, intermediate and advanced artists. For a more detailed review on books for drawing, check
out our guide to find the best options for beginner and professional pencil artists. Get it here A more advanced art book for those who want to learn an academic approach to painting. Susan Brooker demonstrates the techniques of the old masters, of layering colour over a toned ground. This book is mainly aimed at oil painters, but most of the
techniques can be applied to acrylic too. From this book, learn how to paint luminous and realistic portraits. Get it here Capturing landscapes, with all its complexities in light, colour and form is a painters greatest challenge. This book breaks it down helping painters see the patterns, colours and shapes that make up the whole scene. This art book is
an in depth course, for those really looking to fast track their skills. It gives a look at colour theory, composition and much more. Sometimes we need a book that helps us to realise our purpose, or remind us why we started on an artistic journey in the first place. These books will give meaning to your art practice and help you affirm and nurture your
creative identity. Get it here One thing many beginner artists struggle with when they are just starting to improve their skills, is finding their style or voice. This book can help artists to find their visual identity by focussing on the influences that inspire them to create and giving advice on how to develop and express a signature style. Get it here Every
artist at some point will experience creative block. This book offers solutions and ideas to help artists overcome this conundrum. With interviews from fifty different artists, each professional provides exercises to help you feel more motivated and move back into a state of creative flow. Get it here Every artist has a different creative journey and career
trajectory, this compilation of forty essays shines a light on how contemporary creatives have sustained their practice over time. Get it here A hugely popular book of ten down to earth principles to help artists uncover a creative mindset and forge their own path to success. The advice is brazen, real and perfect for those who are feeling lost in the
artistic world. Making a business out of art, even as an emerging artist is a reality for manyanyone with an internet connection, saleable art and a know-how for social media can start selling. Theres more to it than that, of course.These books will guide you through the process of selling art, with industry advice from professionals in the field to help
you skyrocket your success. Get it here This book provides strategies for marketing yourself as an artist, managing the day-to-day, promoting yourself online and building relationships with others in the field. Jackie Battenfield advises the reader on how to develop an entrepreneurial mindset and an all important cash flow from art. Get it here There
are many ways to make a living from art. From selling fine art, making prints, teaching, doing commercial work and more. The author shows that there is flexibility in the field and room for all sorts of artists to settle into the market. On top of giving encouraging advice, Congdon teaches the reader how to set actionable goals in exhibiting with
galleries, promoting themselves online, pricing, selling and much more. Get it here A beginners ten step guide to building an audience and promoting their work. A short, snappy, visual book that is a joy to read. If youve found anything on this site especially useful, you can make a donation to me through PayPal. I take a lot of time to research and
write each topic, making sure each tutorial is as detailed as possible and I make all my content freely available. Any small donation (even the price of a cup of coffee!) can help me to cover the running costs of the site. Any help from my readers is much appreciated :). Follow the link in the button below to support this site. When one delves into the
world of artistic literature, one encounters a vast collection of books that have become essential guides and sources of inspiration for artists and designers. These books are helpful for learning and a connection between past and present art, with a narrative that chronicles the art worlds evolution, philosophies, and technical innovations.From
biographies to collections and analyses, these books offer a valuable exploration into the limitless world of art, creating a bridge between the observer and the sublime universe crafted by artists.The Story of Art by E.H. GombrichImage courtesy: AmazonThe Story of Art by E.H. Gombrich is a renowned classic in art history, known for its clarity. It
offers a comprehensive overview of art history from prehistoric to modern times, making it valuable for students and enthusiasts. Richly illustrated with 400+ images, it takes readers on a captivating journey through art.Ways of Seeing by John Bergerlmage: AmazonWays of Seeing by John Berger is a thought-provoking and globally influential work
that encourages critical thinking. It deepens our understanding of global visual culture. Bergers influence extends to artists and the general public. His work remains relevant across time. It prompts a more profound appreciation of art. His work stands as a timeless masterpiece. It challenges conventional perspectives on art.The Lives of the Most
Excellent Painters, Sculptors, and Architects by Giorgio Vasarilmage: AmazonThe Lives of the Most Excellent Painters, Sculptors, and Architects by Giorgio Vasari is a 16th-century Italian text, among the earliest in art history. It offers biographies of renowned 14th-16th century Italian artists like Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Raphael.
Vasaris narratives blend fact and legend, elevating artists status and shaping subsequent art historical writing. This work profoundly impacted the study of Renaissance art, serving as a critical reference for art history enthusiasts.Theories of Modern Art by Herschel B. ChippImage: University of CaliforniaTheories of Modern Art by Herschel B. Chipp
is a comprehensive collection of texts shedding light on modern arts evolution. It covers various viewpoints and art movements from the late 19th to mid-20th century, including Cubism, Surrealism, and Abstract Expressionism. Featuring writings by influential artists like Picasso and Duchamp, its a vital resource for art history students and
enthusiasts studying this transformative period. Image: The culturiumConcerning the Spiritual in Artby Wassily Kandinsky redefines abstract art. It advocates art as a medium to express spirituality. The manifesto calls for purity in art by departing from representation. Synesthesias introduction highlights the sensory power of colors and shapes.
Kandinskys spiritual triangle concept connects artist, artwork, and viewer spiritually, asserting that art and music evoke profound emotions and spirituality.The Art of Loving by Erich FrommImage: Goodreads.comThe Art of Loving by Erich Fromm delves into diverse forms of love, emphasizing individuality and personal growth. It underscores the
significance of giving, offers practical relationship advice, and critiques societal influences on love. Fromms humanistic perspective highlights self-awareness in the quest for meaningful love, making it a timeless guide.Color and Light by James Gurneylmage: Google BooksColor and Light by James Gurney is an in-depth guide to arts color and light
principles. It caters to artists at all levels with scientific and artistic insights, practical examples, and historical context. Gurney delves into light sources, color mixing, and atmospheric effects. The book emphasizes storytelling through color and light, making it a global foundational resource for artists.The Practice of Oil Painting and Drawingby
Solomon J. SolomonImage: GoodreadsThe Practice of Oil Painting and Drawing by Solomon J. Solomon is a comprehensive guide for artists. Solomon, drawing from his own experience, provides detailed information on materials, techniques, composition, and historical context. Practical exercises aid skill development. This works enduring influence
has contributed to art education in the UK, making it an essential resource for artists and art enthusiasts seeking timeless guidance.The Letters of Vincent van GoghImage:goodreadThe Letters of Vincent van GoghThe book offers a firsthand account of his artistic journey, from 1872 to 1890. Addressed mainly to his brother Theo, these letters
illuminate his struggles, ambitions, and battles with mental health. He discusses artistic influences, creative processes, and life in different locations. The correspondence reflects his deep bond with Theo and provides insights into his enduring artistic legacy.Art and Its Objects by Richard WollheimImage :goodreadArt and Its Objects by Richard
Wollheim is a pivotal work in art philosophy, exploring how art interacts with viewers perception and interpretation. It tackles fundamental questions about arts nature, aesthetics, depiction, and representation. The book highlights the role of visual perception and interpretation and the conveyance of emotions through art. It critiques various art
theories and underscores the importance of interpretation, making it a global cornerstone in art philosophy. Image: goodreadThe Art of Memory by Frances A. Yates explores the cultural impact of ancient memory techniques. It details methods like the method of loci and Ars memoriae, tracing their evolution from antiquity to the Renaissance. The
book reveals how these techniques influenced literature, art, theater, and even science. It highlights the connection between memory and creativity, making it a foundational work in memory studies with a global influence.A History of Art by H.W. Jansonlmage: goodreadsA History of Art by H.W. Janson is a renowned textbook offering a global
perspective on art history. It spans from prehistoric times to the 20th century, covering major movements and featuring high-quality artwork images. Janson contextualizes art within history, explores artistic innovations, and profiles influential artists. The book fosters critical thinking and is a fundamental resource in art history education
worldwideThe Art of Ancient Egypt by Gay RobinsImage: goodreadsThe Art of Ancient Egypt by Gay Robins comprehensively explores Egypts artistic heritage. The book covers diverse art forms from the Predynastic era to the Greco-Roman period. It delves into the cultural and religious significance of Egyptian art, especially in funerary contexts.
Profiles of pharaohs and deities, artistic techniques, hieroglyphics, and the evolution of Egyptian art are explored. The enduring legacy of Egyptian art remains a captivating theme. This book is an invaluable resource for scholars, students, and art enthusiasts.The Art of Looking Sideways by Alan FletcherImage: goodreadThe Art of Looking Sideways
by Alan Fletcher is a creative book that challenges how we see and think about art and design. Alan Fletcher, a famous graphic designer, wrote this book filled with exciting pictures, words, and designs. The book encourages us to be curious and explore creativity in new ways. It has inspired many people, including artists and designers, to see the
world from different angles. Its a book that celebrates the power of imagination.The Book of Tea by Kakuzo Okakuralmage : goodreadsKakuzo Okakura by The Book of Tea explores the art of tea in Japan and its impact on culture. It values harmony and simplicity, seen in the tea ceremony. The book traces teas history from Buddhist introduction to
cultural significance. It connects Zen Buddhism to the ceremony and profiles famous tea masters like Sen no Rikyu. The book extends teas influence to art forms and cultural exchange, highlighting traditional tea rooms. It promotes a philosophy of simplicity and mindfulness, fostering art and human connection appreciation. Okakuras work remains
essential in understanding Japanese culture and aesthetics. Image : goodreadsThe Painted Word by Tom Wolfe critiques the contemporary art world, emphasizing the influence of critics, curators, and theory over artistic skill. He humorously mocks art jargon and the disconnect between critics and the public. Wolfe analyzes abstract expressionism
and minimalism, attributing their popularity to critics. He questions arts authenticity, where shock value often surpasses craftsmanship. The book also delves into arts commercialization. Wolfe challenges traditional art notions with wit and satire, offering a unique perspective on the U.S. art scene.The Power of Art by Simon Schamalmage :
goodreadsThe Power of Art by Simon Schama explores the transformative nature of art throughout history. It delves into the lives of eight iconic artists, showcasing how art shapes culture. Schama connects artists experiences to their work, revealing how art challenges conventions, provokes emotions and incites change. The book emphasizes arts
ability to capture the human experience, address societal issues, and inspire change. It celebrates arts enduring impact, making it a captivating read about arts interplay with society.Art Forms in Nature by Ernst Haeckellmage :goodreadsArt Forms in Nature by Earnst Haeckel remains a source of inspiration for those who seek to explore the
intersection of art, science, and the beauty of our planets biodiversity. It celebrates the intricate beauty of marine life while bridging the gap between artistic expression and scientific observation. Haeckels illustrations serve as a timeless reminder of the boundless wonders that exist in our oceans and the power of art to illuminate the hidden marvels
of the natural world. Image : goodreadsThe Art of Possibility by Rosamund Stone Zander and Benjamin Zander is a motivational book urging readers to adopt an open mindset. The authors, a therapist and a conductor, offer insights and stories encouraging a positive perspective on challenges. They introduce practices for breaking free from
limitations, promoting creativity, collaboration, and personal growth, ultimately empowering readers to embrace life with creativity and achieve the seemingly impossible.The Art of Fielding by Chad HarbachImage : goodreadsThe Art of Fielding by Chad Harbach is a novel that explores the intertwined lives of a college baseball player, his teammates,
and their mentor. The story delves into themes of ambition, friendship, love, and the pursuit of greatness. Set against the backdrop of a small liberal arts college, the novel weaves together the characters struggles and aspirations, creating a compelling narrative about the complexities of human relationships and the pursuit of excellence.The Art of
Art History by Donald Preziosilmage : goodreadsThe Art of Art History by Donald Preziosi offers a thought-provoking examination of the discipline of art history. The book explores the history, methods, and foundational beliefs of art history as an academic field. Preziosi encourages readers to critically assess traditional ideas and practices in
interpreting and studying art, providing valuable insights into the ever-evolving nature of this field and its influence on our comprehension of visual culture. Image : goodereadsThe Art of Art Therapy by Judith Aron Rubin provides a comprehensive insight into the transformative practice of art therapy. Rubin, a pioneer in the field, explores how art
can be a therapeutic tool for self-expression and healing. The book offers valuable guidance and case studies, illustrating the profound impact of art therapy on individuals emotional and psychological well-being.The Art of the Byzantine Empire by Cyril MangoImage : goodreadsThe Art of the Byzantine Empire by Cyril Mango is a comprehensive
examination of the artistic achievements of the Byzantine civilization. Mango delves into the intricate mosaics, architectural wonders, and religious art that defined Byzantine art. This book offers a deeper understanding of the cultural and artistic richness of the Byzantine Empire.Art and Revolution in Latin America by David Cravenlmage :
goodreadsArt and Revolution in Latin America by David Craven examines the profound impact of political upheaval on art in Latin America. Craven delves into how artists responded to revolutionary movements, using their work as a powerful tool for social commentary. This book sheds light on the intricate connection between art, politics, and
cultural identity in the regions turbulent history.Art in China by Craig ClunasImage : goodreadsArt in China by Craig Clunas is a comprehensive introduction to the history and evolution of Chinese art. The book covers various periods and forms of Chinese art, from ancient to contemporary, offering readers a rich understanding of its cultural and
artistic significance. Clunas expertise and engaging narrative make this book a valuable resource for anyone interested in Chinese art and culture.Art and the Senses by Francesca Baccilmage : goodreadsArt and the Senses by Francesca Bacci explores the interplay between art and our sensory experiences. The book analyzes how artists engage our
senses of sight, hearing, touch, taste, and smell to create immersive art. Bacci emphasizes the importance of sensory perception in art appreciation, inviting readers to view art through a sensory lens.The Art of the Renaissance by Peter Murraylmage : goodreadsThe Art of the Renaissance by Peter Murray offers a comprehensive overview of the
Renaissance eras artistic and cultural achievements. Murray traces the evolution of Renaissance art from its Italian origins to its European expansion. He profiles renowned artists like Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Raphael, exploring the historical and cultural backdrop of their work. The book thoroughly examines artistic techniques, styles,
and themes of the period, making it an indispensable resource for those intrigued by Renaissance art and its enduring impact on Western culture.The Interpretation of Dreams by Sigmund FreudImage:goodredsThe Interpretation of Dreams by Sigmund Freud, published in 1899, is a seminal work in psychology. It delves into the significance of dreams
for understanding the human psyche and uncovering unconscious thoughts, desires, and conflicts. Freud introduces concepts like the id, ego, and superego, exploring dream symbolism. This book laid the foundation for psychoanalysis and is crucial in the study of psychology and dream analysis.The Creative Process by Brewster GhiselinImage :
AmazonThe Creative Process by Brewster Ghiselin, published in 1952, is a collection of essays exploring creativity and the artistic process. It features contributions from artists, writers, and thinkers discussing inspiration, the challenges of creation, and the role of imagination. Ghiselins work offers valuable insights into the creative process, inspiring
artists worldwide.The Art of Travel by Alain de BottonImage : goodreadsThe Art of Travel by Alain de Botton explores the transformative power of journeys, blending personal experiences with insights from artists and philosophers. Delving into the psychology of travel, it encourages mindful exploration and offers a thought-provoking guide for global
travelers.Art as Experience by John Deweylmage : goodreadsArt as Experience by John Dewey redefines art as a dynamic, immersive experience. Dewey explores perception, emotion, and expression in art appreciation, emphasizing aesthetic experiences in everyday life. His ideas continue to shape discussions about arts role in human existence and
have profoundly influenced aesthetics philosophy.The Artists Way by Julia CameronImage : goodreadsThe Artists Way by Julia Cameron offers a 12-week program to unlock creativity and overcome blocks. Daily practices like morning pages and artist dates stimulate creative thinking and self-discovery. The book has helped individuals from various
disciplines reconnect with their creative potential and is highly regarded for nurturing the creative spirit.The Art of Happiness by EpicurusImage : goodreadsThe Art of Happiness by Epicurus explores happiness as the pursuit of simple pleasures, avoidance of unnecessary desires, and meaningful friendships. He advocates self-reflection and
moderation for a life free from fear and excessive desires, with lasting influence on discussions about a meaningful life.The Art of Public Speaking by Dale CarnegieImage : goodreadsThe Art of Public Speaking by Dale Carnegie is a classic guide offering practical advice on effective communication and public speaking. Published in 1915, it remains



invaluable for improving speaking skills, overcoming public speaking fears, and building confidence. Carnegies principles help individuals communicate effectively and persuasively in professional and personal contexts.The Art of Thinking Clearly by Rolf Dobellilmage : goodreadsThe Art of Thinking Clearly by Rolf Dobelli explores cognitive biases and
logical fallacies that lead to irrational decisions. Dobelli offers 99 chapters addressing specific mental traps. Drawing from psychology and economics, he provides real-life examples to help readers recognize and overcome these errors, improving decision-making and critical thinking skills.The Art of Being Human by Richard Janaro and Thelma
AltshulerImage : goodreadsThe Art of Being Human by Richard Janaro and Thelma Altshuler offers a comprehensive exploration of the humanities, including art, music, literature, and philosophy. It engages with fundamental questions about human existence, encouraging readers to appreciate diverse expressions of culture and creativity globally.
Widely used in humanities courses, it fosters a deeper understanding of humanity Image : goodreadsThe Natural History by Pliny the Elder, is an extensive first-century encyclopedia encompassing topics like astronomy, biology, geography, and anthropology. Divided into 37 books, it offers valuable insights into Roman knowledge and beliefs. This
work significantly influenced the study of natural history and is an early example of a comprehensive encyclopedia.The Notebooks by Leonardo da Vincilmage : goodreadsThe Notebooks by Leonardo da Vinciare a diverse collection of writings and sketches from the Italian Renaissance, covering topics like anatomy, engineering, art theory, and more.
These notebooks showcase Leonardos meticulous observations and innovative ideas, offering insights into his genius and inspiring scholars and artists through the ages.Open Veins of Latin America by Eduardo Galeanolmage : goodreadsOpen Veins of Latin America by Eduardo Galeano provides a unique perspective on Latin Americas history,
emphasizing exploitation by colonial powers and corporations. Through compelling storytelling, Galeano examines the forces shaping the regions past and present, offering a critique of imperialism and inspiring discussions on social justice and equity.The Souls of Black Folk by W.E.B. Du BoisImage : goodreadsThe Souls of Black Folk by W.E.B. Du
Bois is a seminal work addressing race, identity, and inequality in the United States. Published in 1903, it introduces the concept of double consciousness and explores the challenges faced by African Americans in a racially divided society. Du Boiss essays remain influential in discussions of race and civil rights.The Photographers Eye by John
Szarkowskilmage : goodreadsThe Photographers Eye by John Szarkowski is a seminal work in photography. Published in 1966, it delves into the fundamental elements of photography and how they contribute to the art form. Szarkowski explores composition, subject matter, and the photographers unique perspective, offering valuable insights for
photographers and art enthusiasts.The Care of Antiques and Historical Collections by Per E. GuldbeckImage : googleThe Care of Antiques and Historical Collections by Per E. Guldbeck is a comprehensive guide to preserving antique objects and historical artifacts. It offers insights into handling, storage, and conservation techniques, covering various
materials. Guldbecks expertise makes it essential for collectors and conservators to preserve cultural heritage. Image : goodreadsThe Poetics of Space by Gaston Bachelard explores the emotional and imaginative aspects of our lived spaces. Drawing on literature, psychology, and phenomenology, Bachelard delves into how spaces like nests and
corners evoke emotions and inspire creativity. This influential work examines the profound connection between our inner worlds and the places we inhabit, making it a seminal text in the philosophy of space.The Pillow Book by Sei ShonagonImage : goodreadsThe Pillow Book by Sei Shonagon is a classic Japanese literature from the Heian period. It is
a collection of essays, lists, anecdotes, and observations that offer a glimpse into the courtly life, culture, and sensibilities of that era. Wit, humor, and keen observations of human nature and the natural world characterize Shonagons writing. Her Pillow Book provides valuable insights into the aesthetics and social customs of the time, making it a
significant cultural and literary work in Japanese history.The Art of Dreaming by Carlos Castanedalmage : goodreadsThe Art of Dreaming by Carlos Castaneda explores shamanic practices and the world of lucid dreaming. Castaneda recounts his apprenticeship under a Yaqui Indian sorcerer and the techniques he learns to control his dreams. The
book delves into the realms of consciousness, offering insights into altered states of perception and the power of dreamsThe Art of the Short Story by Dana Gioia and R.S. Gwynnlmage : abebooksThe Art of the Short Story by Dana Gioia and R.S. Gwynn is a comprehensive anthology and guide to the short story genre. The book features a diverse
selection of short stories from classic and contemporary authors, along with insightful commentary. It provides a valuable resource for both readers and aspiring writers interested in mastering the craft of short storytelling.The Art of Communicating by Thich Nhat HanhImage : goodreadsThe Art of Communicating by Thich Nhat Hanh explores the
profound practice of mindful and compassionate communication. Drawing on Buddhist teachings, Hanh offers practical guidance for fostering understanding and connection in our relationships. The book encourages readers to communicate with presence, empathy, and authenticity, enriching their connections with others.The Art of Asking by
Amanda Palmer As artists, we are constantly looking for new inspiration and ways to improve our skills. Inspiration can be gathered from a multitude of placesmuseums, galleries, social media, courses and books. Art books are there to help inspire, improve and sometimes, to get you out of a creative rut. Finding some inspiration off screen and
straight from your home can be a brilliant way to spend some time. This is a comprehensive list for artists that want to build on their art skills, get a creative boost and make their practice feel more fulfilling. For those who want tips on the business side of things, skip to the last section. Disclaimer: Fine Art Tutorials is a reader supported site. When
you make purchases through links on this site, we may earn a small commission at no extra cost to you. No matter your level, beginner, intermediate, or professional, these books for artists can provide you with a strong foundation to base your practice upon. Or help you master a more specific skill. Get it here This art book is a must-read for any
beginner artist, no matter their preferred discipline. There are fundamentals in art, which, once mastered give way to developing a broader range of skills in more depth. Having an understanding of these skills can give you more confidence in using your materials and trusting your creative process. Art Fundamentals outlines the very basics of art.
With a section on compositional theories, such as the rule of thirds and the divine proportion. It gives a detailed guide on how to use colour, light, depth, shape, perspective and anatomy in art. This book would even be suitable for a more experienced self taught artist who feels like they want to revisit some of the elementary concepts. Get it here The
key to a successful painting is in the planning and composition. If you paint realistically, expressively or abstractly, learning some of the formative compositional techniques can take your art to new heights. This art book is easy to follow and has five step-by-step demonstrations to help you put your knowledge to practice. Mastering Composition can
help artists to plan the design of my paintings before they start, instead of jumping straight in. This in turn can help artists improve quickly. If youre interested in learning more about composition in art, check out our post! Get it here Colour theory can seem like a complex topic, but this book puts it into context for artists, with practical
demonstrations on how to interpret, mix and combine colour. Quiller also encourages artists to make creative choices in their work, helping artists to find their unique style when using colour. Theres some helpful instruction on how to apply colour in artwork and various techniques you can use to make your work stand out. Get it here This is a fun art
book that shows you how to draw a variety of subjects, with space for you to practice on the page. The drawing tasks are therapeutic, relaxing and easy to follow. Plus, the book lies completely flat, making it easier for you to sketch on. If youre looking to learn how to draw but dont know where to start, if you want to learn how to draw a wider range of
subjects, or if you want to break some of your usual habits and gain a fresh perspective on the art of drawing, you will get something out of this book. Even if drawing isnt your main medium of choice, perfecting your skills will help you establish structure in your art pieces and give you the freedom to create drawings from imagination. If you want to,
this book can help you get into the routine of a regular drawing practice, which will over time, enable you to draw accurately and realistically freehand. Get it here A reprint of a classic book written in the 1940s. The illustrations have a wonderful vintage feel about them. The author, Andrew Loomis was an illustrator famous for his commercial work
and series of instructive books. He inspired artists such as Norman Rockwell. This book covers everything from providing an understanding of facial anatomy, to giving demonstrations on how to render portraits in a clean and realistic style. If you want to read more about the Loomis Method of drawing a head, read our guide to find out how to
construct a portrait from scratch. Get it here This book is great for beginners who want to venture into the world of painting, but havent quite decided which medium they want to try. It gives detailed explanations of key watercolour, acrylic and oil painting techniques. We have another review on the best books for watercolour artists, if youre
interested in getting started with the medium. Learn everything you need to know about colour, tone pattern, brushwork, and composition to get a head start with painting. Get it here Become a master of portraiture and learn how to paint the human form. There are six classes in the book, which demonstrate how to observe and draw people. This
book provides brilliant references, using original and interesting photography to illustrate the classes. Simblet maps the human body, from the skeleton to muscle groups and systems so you can really understand how the construction of the body affects its appearance in portraiture. For a comprehensive review of the best anatomy books for artists,
check out our guide! Get it here A comprehensive guide on how to draw portraits, landscapes and still life. You can use pastel, charcoal, pencil or ink with this guide. This book outlines more than 80 drawing techniques, giving variety to your art practice. Learn stippling, cross hatching, blending and much more. Learn how to draw realistically with
projects for beginner, intermediate and advanced artists. For a more detailed review on books for drawing, check out our guide to find the best options for beginner and professional pencil artists. Get it here A more advanced art book for those who want to learn an academic approach to painting. Susan Brooker demonstrates the techniques of the old
masters, of layering colour over a toned ground. This book is mainly aimed at oil painters, but most of the techniques can be applied to acrylic too. From this book, learn how to paint luminous and realistic portraits. Get it here Capturing landscapes, with all its complexities in light, colour and form is a painters greatest challenge. This book breaks it
down helping painters see the patterns, colours and shapes that make up the whole scene. This art book is an in depth course, for those really looking to fast track their skills. It gives a look at colour theory, composition and much more. Sometimes we need a book that helps us to realise our purpose, or remind us why we started on an artistic journey
in the first place. These books will give meaning to your art practice and help you affirm and nurture your creative identity. Get it here One thing many beginner artists struggle with when they are just starting to improve their skills, is finding their style or voice. This book can help artists to find their visual identity by focussing on the influences that
inspire them to create and giving advice on how to develop and express a signature style. Get it here Every artist at some point will experience creative block. This book offers solutions and ideas to help artists overcome this conundrum. With interviews from fifty different artists, each professional provides exercises to help you feel more motivated
and move back into a state of creative flow. Get it here Every artist has a different creative journey and career trajectory, this compilation of forty essays shines a light on how contemporary creatives have sustained their practice over time. Get it here A hugely popular book of ten down to earth principles to help artists uncover a creative mindset and
forge their own path to success. The advice is brazen, real and perfect for those who are feeling lost in the artistic world. Making a business out of art, even as an emerging artist is a reality for manyanyone with an internet connection, saleable art and a know-how for social media can start selling. Theres more to it than that, of course.These books
will guide you through the process of selling art, with industry advice from professionals in the field to help you skyrocket your success. Get it here This book provides strategies for marketing yourself as an artist, managing the day-to-day, promoting yourself online and building relationships with others in the field. Jackie Battenfield advises the
reader on how to develop an entrepreneurial mindset and an all important cash flow from art. Get it here There are many ways to make a living from art. From selling fine art, making prints, teaching, doing commercial work and more. The author shows that there is flexibility in the field and room for all sorts of artists to settle into the market. On top
of giving encouraging advice, Congdon teaches the reader how to set actionable goals in exhibiting with galleries, promoting themselves online, pricing, selling and much more. Get it here A beginners ten step guide to building an audience and promoting their work. A short, snappy, visual book that is a joy to read. If youve found anything on this site
especially useful, you can make a donation to me through PayPal. I take a lot of time to research and write each topic, making sure each tutorial is as detailed as possible and I make all my content freely available. Any small donation (even the price of a cup of coffee!) can help me to cover the running costs of the site. Any help from my readers is
much appreciated :). Follow the link in the button below to support this site.
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