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There are 6 modal verbs in German: knnen, wollen, mchten, sollen, mssen, drfen.Modal verbs express whether you can, want to, must, should, or are allowed to do something.Modal verbs are usually combined with a second verb ("main verb") and must be conjugated.German Modal Verbs follow the same concept like English Modal verbs, but not all
German Modal verbs are modal verbs in English.Examples:Ich kann kein Englisch sprechen.Ichdarf keinen Alkohol trinken.Ich mussheute nicht lernen.Ich willheute lernen.Wirsollen in die Schule gehen.In main clauses, the modal verb goes in position 2 (unless it's a yes/no-question). The main verb goes at the end.In spoken language, if the main verb
is obvious (based on the context), the main verb is often left out.Kannstdu Englisch (sprechen)?Ichwill ein Bier (trinken)!In thePerfect Tense, modal verbs don't take the Past Participle form. Instead, they remain in the infinitive form.Er hat Englisch sprechen knnen.Sie haben auf dich warten mssen.Exception: When the modal verb is the main verb
(this is very rare, since normally the simple past would be used).Er hat Englisch gekonnt! Special offer: 5 Ebooks for Free!Do you like EasyDeutsch? When you buy my Ebooks, you get exercises and even more simple, easy-to-understand explanations, and you also actively support me. Right now there is an offer where you get all 10 EasyDeutsch
ebooks for the price of 5 ebooks! Get my ebooks today at a special price: Yes, I want the ebooks and over 100 bonus lessons! The Modal Verbs always have the same form in the 1st and 3rd person singular. In the singular, they are all irregular. In the plural, however, they are 100% regular.*mchten is actually the Subjunctive 2 of mgen, but is now
used in the Present Tense as an independent modal verb. For the Past Tense (Perfekt, Prteritum, Plusquamperfekt) we use wollen.**mgen is now very rarely used as a Modal Verb and is only used as a full verb (without a 2nd verb).mssen NecessityCommand / TaskAssumption with very high probabilityknnenPermission or prohibitionPossible or
ImpossibleAbility or InabilitySuggestion or Polite requestConjecture with Low probabilitywollen / mchtenTo wish, intend, or willTo refuse (with Negation)Mchten is the polite form of wollendrfen PermissionProhibition (with Negation)Presumption with high probabilitysollenAs an order to the subjectAs an indirect requestAs a recommendation or
adviceConjecture with relatively high probability Recommendation: Examples detailed explanations of all German Modal VerbsYou can find more detailed information about the usage and meaning of each Modal Verb on the following pages: 1. Get instant answers to all your German grammar questions Gramato helps you with all your German
grammar questions fast, to the point, and always based on the trusted content from . 2. Your smart grammar partner practice German with the Gramato Gramato offers fill-in-the-blank exercises on a variety of grammar topics, tailored to your level so you can practice exactly what you need. 3. Multilingual grammar support explanations in any
language you need! Get answers in multiple languages German, English, Spanish, French, and more. That way, you can understand grammar in the language you feel most comfortable with. 4. Short and easy-to-understand grammar tips Clear and simple grammar explanations so you can learn faster and smarter with Gramato. 5. Get help whenever
you need it 24/7 availability Ask your questions or practice anytime with Gramato no wait, just results! Take a peek inside the course The modal verbs in German are drfen (be allowed to/may), knnen (be able to/can), mgen (to like/may), mssen (to have to/must), sollen (to ought to/should) and wollen (to want to). Modal verbs express ability, necessity,
obligation, permission or possibility.Master the rules for conjugating modal verbs and get tips on how and when to use them in German. In the exercises, you can practise what you have learnt. We generally use modal verbs with the infinitive of the full verb. The meaning of the sentence changes depending on which modal verb we use.Example:Max
will/darf/soll Automechaniker werden.Max wants to/may/should become an auto mechanic.If the full verb is assumed to be obvious from context, we often leave it off in colloquial speech.Example:Kannst du Deutsch (sprechen)?Do you know (how to speak) German?Willst du eine Pizza (essen)?Do you want (to eat) pizza?Ich darf das (machen).Im
allowed to (do this). To conjugate modal verbs in the present and simple past, we use the finite form of the modal verb. However, to conjugate modal verbs in the perfect tense, we use the infinitive form of the modal verb and full verb and the finite form the auxiliary verb. We only use the past participle of a modal verb in the present perfect and past
perfect tenses in sentences without a full verb.Example:Das habe/hatte ich nicht gewollt.I didnt want that.Table of ConjugationThe following table shows the conjugation of modal verbs in the present and simple past tenses as well as the verb conjugation for the past participle and the Subjunctive II. * mgen is usually used without a full verb nowadays
ich mag dich** mchten is in fact the subjunctive form of mgen, but nowadays it is used in the present tense as a separate modal verb (for past tenses, we use wollen). Improve your German with Lingolia. Each grammar topic comes with one free exercise where you can review the basics, as well as many more Lingolia Plus exercises where you can
practise according to your level. Check your understanding by hovering over the info bubbles for simple explanations and handy tips. Modal Verbs free exerciseModalverben mssen (Prsens)A1Modalverben knnen (Prsens)Al1Modalverben mchtenAlModalverben wollen (Prsens)Al1Modalverben mgen (Prsens)A1Modalverben Prsens (1)A1Modalverben
Prteritum (1)A1Modalverben knnen (Prteritum)A2Modalverben drfen (Prsens)A2Modalverben sollen (Prsens)A2Modalverben richtiges Modalverb auswhlenA2Modalverben Prsens (2)A2Modalverben Prteritum (2)A2Modalverben Prsens/PrteritumA2Modalverben Konjunktiv II (1)A2Modalverben mssen (Prteritum)B1Modalverben wollen
(Prteritum)B1Modalverben drfen (Prteritum)B1Modalverben sollen (Prteritum)B1Modalverben mgen (Prteritum)B1Modalverben Prteritum (3)B1Modalverben Konjunktiv IT (2)B2Modalverben Perfekt (1)B2Modalverben Perfekt (2)C1 Gapfill Multiple choice Drag-and-drop Mixed I always stress thatsentence structure is very simple. We have actions
(verbs), actors(nouns) and we have receivers (objects). Everything else is justthere to describe the actor or the action more closely. A fourthgroup is words that make connections (conjunctions). So where do modalverbs fit in there? Modal verbs give us the ability speak aboutactions as if they were objects. Generally, the action speaks aboutwhat we
want to do to an object, but with just that simple concept,we couldnt say that we like swimming for example. Thats wheremodal verbs are used to express these things. So modal verbs aremade, to be able to speak about actions (even though you can use themjust like regular verbs). This means that most of the time, modalverbs are grouped together
with another verb. Dont worry if thissounds to abstract to you, there will be some more explanations andwe will do some exercises later on. If you already arefamiliar with the theory, you can go straight to the end of thisarticle where you can find the exercises for modal verbs Before we can talkabout how to use modal verbs, we firstly need to have a
look at whichmodal verbs exist. In German there are six modal verbs (some say 7,but officially its six) mssen must / to have to / to be required to knnen can / to be able to mgen to like / to enjoy sollen should / to be supposed to wollen to want drfen to be allowed to / may / can German modal verbscan take different positions depending on the type of
sentence. Inthe following we will have a closer look at these types of sentences,and where to put the modal verbs. One extremely funfact about modal verbs is that they are all irregular (justjoking, it is not fun at all). This means, that we slowly have tobuild up our understanding of the forms. Just learning them by heartworks very well, but you can also
choose to just learn them by doingif you have the possibility to do so. Lets have a lookat the present tense conjugation of modal verbs first: Knnen Sollen Mssen Wollen Drfen mgen Ich Kann Soll Muss Will Darf Mag Du Kannst Sollst Musst Willst Darfst Magst Er / sie / es Kann Soll Muss Will Darf Mag Wir Knnen Sollen Mssen Wollen Drfen Mgen Thr
Knnt Sollt Msst Wollt Drft Mgt Sie Knnen Sollen Mssen Wollen Drfen mgen Before we move on,lets also have a look at the simple past of the German modal verbs Knnen Sollen Mssen Wollen Drfen mgen Ich Konnte Sollte Musste Wollte Durfte Mochte Du Konntest Solltest Musstest Wolltest Durftest Mochtest Er / sie / es Konnte sollte Musste Wollte
Durfte Mochte Wir Konnten Sollten Mussten Wollten Durften Mochten Ihr Konntet Solltet Musstet Wolltet Durftet Mochtet Sie Konnten Sollten Mussten Wollten Durften Mochten Now that we knowabout the present tense conjugation of German modal verbs, we canlook at how to use them. I said earlier thatmodal verbs are always grouped together
with another verb. In asimple main clause, this other verb will be put at the end of thesentence, while the modal verb takes the second position after thesubject. Examples: I can swimlch kann schwimmen I want to drinkIch will trinken I should study.Ich soll lernen. I have to study.Ich muss lernen. I am allowed to fly.Ich darf fliegen. I like to fly.Ich
mag fliegen. As you can see, itsquite simple to use modal verbs in simple sentences. But there is alot more to sentences than a subject and a verb. Lets see howeverything else is fitting in there. Negation is usuallyconnected to the normal verb and in more complex the nicht will beput in front of the normal verb at the end of the sentences. Examples: I
can not swimlIch kann nicht schwimmen I dont want to drinkIch will nicht trinken I should not study.Ich soll nicht lernen. I dont have to study.Ich muss nicht lernen. I am not allowed to fly.Ich darf nicht fliegen. I dont like to fly.Ich mag nicht fliegen. I am not allowed to drive the car.Ich darf das Auto nicht fahren. I cannot take this bottle.Ich kann diese
Flasche nicht nehmen. I dont want to drink the water.Ich will das Wasser nicht trinken. As you can see,Germans dont tell you what they dont want to do, the tell youwhat they want to do not. I want to not drink the water.I want to not drive the car.I want to not take the key. I dont want to talk to much about adverbs, but we still need to look at them, to
see how they are used together with modal verbs. I general adverbs can either be attributed to the object or subject (in German we call this Prdikativum) or it can be attributed to the verb (we call this adverbial). So we learned thatin a normal sentence, we have the modal verb (or the negated modalverb) at the second position and the normal verb at
the thirdposition. These sentences are very simple, so what if we want to addsome complexity and use adverbials. An adverbial is thepart of the sentence, which describes the action more closely. It canbe an adverb, but it doesnt have to be an adverb. We have differentadverbials such as adverbials of time, manner, place and so on. In a German
sentencewhich uses modal verbs, adverbials get added in between the modalverb and the normal verb. The adverbial is hugged by the modal verband adverbial. Examples: I want to fly to Berlin.Ich will nach Berlin fliegen. I have to go to the supermarket in the morning.Ich muss am Morgen in den Supermarkt gehen. I want to drive quickly.Ich will
schnell fahren. I cannot fly to hamburg.Ich kann nicht nach Hamburg fliegen. I cannot drive to Munich by car.Ich kann nicht mit dem Auto nach Mnchen fahren. If you want to usetwo different adverbials at the same time, you will have to use theright order. This article isnt about adverbials but i still wantto mention the order of adverbials quickly. In
subordinateclauses, the modal verb is put at the very end of the sentence andthe normal verb is put in front of the modal verb. Everything else(adverbials, objects,) is put in front of the normal verb. If wehave a negation, nicht will be put in front of the normal verb. Examples: I meet with Katja because i want to give her the key.Ich treffe mich mit
Katja, weil ich ihr den Schlssel geben will. I go to the car, because i want to drive to Munich.Ich gehe zum Auto, weil ich nach Mnchen fahren will. He say, that i cant drive the car.Er sagt, dass ich das Auto nicht fahren kann He cant drive because he is not allowed to drive.Er kann das Auto nicht fahren, weil er nicht fahren darf. Of course we can also
ask questions with modal verbs. One of the most simple ways to ask questions is by using W-Questions. Using modal verbs with W-Questions works in the same way as in normal sentences. The modal verb is put at the second position of the sentence. The only difference here is that compared to normal sentences, we have to switch the position of the
pronoun and the verb. (This is normal for questions with question words) Examples: When do i have to drive?Wann muss ich fahren. Where can i park my car?Wo kann ich mein Auto parken? When do you want to leave?Wann willst du weggehen? Where am I not allowed to park?Wo darf ich nicht parken? Where am I not allowed to go?Wo darf ich
nicht hingehen? Of course you canalso use modal verbs to ask a question without a question word. Ifyou want to construct this type of sentence, you will have to startwith the modal verb. It works exactly like a normal sentence, but theposition of the modal verb and the normal verb are switched. Examples: Do you want to eat cake today?Willst du
heute Kuchen essen? Are you allowed to drive the car tomorrow?Darfst du morgen das Auto fahren? Do you want to cook with me?Willst du mit mir kochen? Can you give me the key?Kannst du mir den Schlssel geben? Can you please not talk so loud?Kannst du bitte nicht so laut reden? As you can see. If you add in negation, it again is put together
with the normal verb like we already learned before. Now there are alsosituations in which you will want to use a auxiliary verb togetherwith your normal verb. So together with the modal verb you would havethree verbs in your sentence. It might sound like placing all ofthese verbs in the right position could be a problem, but in fact,its very easy. An
easy example foran auxiliary verb is the verb haben, (=to have) which getsused to build the past perfect in German. If you use anauxiliary verb, then it has to go to the second position in thesentence. The modal verb and the normal verb are used together at theend of the sentence but both of them have to be used in theinfinitive. The normal verbs
comes first, and the modal verb takesthe last position in the sentence. Knowing the German past perfectwill help you here, because you then already know where to put theverbs and you will just have to adjust the conjugation of the verbs. Examples: I wanted to drive.Ich habe autofahren wollen. In two hours I will want to eat.Ich werde in zwei
Stunden essen wollen. I will want to drive the car.Ich werde das Auto fahren wollen. Since auxiliaryverbs can not only be used in normal sentences, we also have to lookat subordinate clauses. If you want to use a modal verb and a verbwith an auxiliary verb in a subordinate clause, you will just have towrite everything at the end of the sentence. The
order of theverbs is the same as it is in a normal sentence with auxiliary verbsand modal verbs. Firstly, you use the auxiliary verb, then the normalverb and lastly you use the modal verb. Examples: He says, that he wanted to go drive the carEr sagt, dass er das Auto hat fahren wollen. He says, that he wanted to go take the keyEr sagt, dass er den

Schlssel hat holen wollen. You are not able toformulate the imperative of German modal Verbs Ich ein Haus kaufen. (want)Er swim (can)Sie einen Garten (want)Markus in der Schule nicht rennen. (to be allowed)Thomas seine Spaghetti nicht. (like)Meine
Mutter ein Auto kaufen (should)Mein Vater jeden Tag arbeiten (must)Ich Sigkeiten kaufen. (want)Sie(pl.) sich beeilen (should)Er schlafen gehen (can) Er fahren.(can) (nach Mnchen,
heute, mit dem Auto) Sie essen. (want) (Nudeln, am Abend, zusammen) Ich essen. (can) (ohne Hnde, sehr gut) Meine Mutter ansehen. (want) (mit meinem Vater, ein
neues Haus, morgen) Ich rennen. (to be allowed)(nicht, laut, vormittags, durch das Haus) Er arbeiten.(want)(nicht, lange, heute) Er warten. (must) (in der Schlange, heute,
lange) Sein Vater aufrumen.(want)(im Garten, morgen, den ganzen Tag) Meine Schwester abgeben. (must)(bis fnfzehn Uhr, den Schissel, heute, im Sekretariat) Karl fahren. (to be allowed(zum
ersten Mal, heute, alleine, nach Mnchen, mit dem Auto) Wann (Karl, knnen, abhole, morgen Mittag, das Auto) Wo .(hinstellen, die Vase, drfen, auf dem Tisch, er)

Wie (verpacken, das Geschenk, mit dem Papier, mssen, ich) Warum (drfen, nicht, morgen, zur Universitt , ich, fahren, mit dem Fahrrad)

Wann (morgen, abholen, mich, wollen, du, mit dem Auto) Warum (er, gestern, sein, auf der Arbeit, nicht, pnktlich, knnen) Wer (morgen, sollen,

aufbauen, die Tische) Was (drfen, machen, nicht, mit diesem Fahrrad, er) Wer (morgen, knnen, vor der Arbeit, aufmachen, die Fenster)

Wann (gestern, mssen, staubsauge, die Treppe, den Flur, und, wir) Warum (nicht, helfen, knnen, direkt, mit der Arbeit, du) Was (wir, gegen,

machen, die schlechte Luft, knnen) Wie (ich, sollen, in meinem Hause, den ganzen Tag, bleiben) Wann (besuchen, morgen, knnen, dich, wir)

Wer (kann, den Zug, die Taschen, mit in, morgen, nehmen) Wieso (wollen, am Sonntag, kein, fahren, Fahrrad, du) Warum (mir, helfen, knnen,

den ganzen Tag, nicht, du) Wie (wir, die ganze Arbeit, schaffen, ohne Pause, an einem Tag, sollen) Wer (mir, mit dem Aufbauen, morgen, helfen)

Was (machen, bei starkem Regen, im Haus, knnen, den ganzen Tag, man) ?ich, bitte, haben, knnen, den Schlssel essen, du, mchten, jetzt
drfen, das Auto, haben, morgen Abend, du du, die Aufgabe, jetzt, knnen, machen ?mssen, er, frh, am Abend, kommen, nach Hause
keinen, essen, wollen, Salat, er ?dein Auto, knnen, ich, haben, morgen mssen, den ganzen Tag, wir, putzen
?ich, dir, knnen, geben, etwas zu trinken du, mir, knnen, erklren, das Du, knnen, mir, helfen
du, das Wasser, geben, mir, knnen mssen, das, ich, machen, wirklich mgen, nicht, die Bananen, du
heute, mssen, arbeiten, du du, heute, knnen, schlafen, Inger ich, deinen Hund, drfen, streicheln
du, mir, knnen, den Autoschlssel, geben Wir, heute Abend, knnen, fernsehen er, wollen, nach Mnchen, morgen frh, fahren

Ich essen, werden, wollen Ich mssen, haben, trinken Ich schlafen, gut, haben, knnen

Ich laufen, werden, lange, mssen Ich werden, wollen, spazieren Ich gestern, haben, schlecht, knnen, schlafen

Ich am Ende des Semestern, werden, lernen, wieder, mssen Ich nichts, haben, knnen, essen Ich sage, dass ich,essen, werden, wollen Ich sage,

dass mssen, haben, trinken, ich Ich sage, dass schlafen, gut, ich, haben, knnen Ich sage, dass laufen, haben, lange, ich, mssen Ich sage,

dass ich, habe, wollen, spazieren Ich sage, dass gestern, haben, schlecht, knnen, ich, schlafen Ich sage, dass am Ende des Semestern, werden, ich, lernen, wieder,

mssen Ich sage, dass nichts, haben, knnen, essen, ich Ich will ein Haus kaufenEr kann schwimmenSie will einen GartenMarkus darf in der Schule nicht rennenThomas mag seine Spaghetti nichtMeine Mutter soll ein Auto kaufenMein Vater muss jeden Tag arbeitenIch will Sigkeiten

kaufenSie sollen sich beeilenEr kann schlafen gehenEr kann kann heute mit dem Auto nach Mnchen fahrenSie will am Abend zusammen Nudeln essenlch kann sehr gut ohne Hnde essenMeine Mutter will morgen mit meinem Vater ein neues Haus ansehenlIch darf vormittags nicht laut durch das Haus rennenEr will heute nicht lange arbeitenEr muss
heut lange in der Schlange wartenSein Vater will morgen den ganzen Tag im Garten aufrumenMeine Schwester muss den Schlssel bis fnfzehn Uhr im Sekretariat abgebenKarl darf heute zum ersten Man alleine mit dem Auto nach Mnchen fahren Wann kann Karl morgen Mittag das Auto abholen?Wo darf er die Vase auf dem Tisch hinstelln?Wie muss
ich das Geschenk mit dem Papier verpackenWarum darf ich morgen nicht mit dem Fahrrad zur Universitt fahren?Wann willst du mich morgen mit dem Auto abholen?Warum konnte er gestern nicht pnktlich auf der Arbeit seinWer soll morgen die Tische aufbauenWas darf er nicht mit diesem Fahrrad machenWer kann morgen vor der Arbeit die
Fenster aufmachenWann mussten wir gestern die Treppe und den Flur staubsagenWarum kannst du nicht direkt mit der Arbeit helfenWas knnen wir gegen die schlechte Luft machenWie soll ich den ganzen Tag in meinem Haus bleibenWann knnen wir dich morgen besuchenWer kann die Taschen morgen mit in den Zug nehmenWieso willst du am
Sonntag kein Fahrrad fahrenWarum kannst du mir nicht den ganzen Tag helfenWie soll ich die ganze Arbeit ohne Pause an einem Tag schaffenWer hilft mir morgen mit dem AufbauenWas kann man bei starken Regen den ganzen Tag im Haus machen Kann ich bitte den Schlssel habenMchtest du jetzt essenDarfst du morgen Abend das Auto
habenKannst du die Aufgabe jetzt machenMuss er morgen frh am Abend nach Hause kommenWill er keinen Salat essen?Kann ich morgen dein Auto haben?Mssen wir den ganzen Tag putzenKann ich dir etwas zu trinken geben?Kann du mir das erklren?Kannst du mir helfen?Kannst du mir das Wasser geben?Muss ich das wirklich machen?Magst du
die Bananen nicht?Musst du heute arbeiten?Kannst du heute Inger schlafen?Darf ich deinen Hund streicheln?Kannst du mir den Autoschlssel geben?Knnen wir heute Abend fernsehen?Will er morgen frh nach Mnchen fahren? Ich werde essen wollenIch habe trinken mssenlch habe gut schlafen knnenlch werde lange laufen mssenlch werde spazieren
wollenlch habe gestern schlecht schlafen knnenlch werde am Ende des Semesters wieder lernen mssenlch habe nichts essen knnen Ich sage, dass ich werde essen wollenlch sage, dass ich habe trinken mssenlch sage, dass ich habe nicht gut schlafen knnenlch sage, dass ich habe lange laufen mssenlch sage, dass ich habe spazieren wollenlch sage,
dass ich habe gestern schlecht schlafen knnenich sage, dass ich werde am Ende des Semesters wieder lernen mssenlch sage, dass ich habe nichts essen knnen Hi my name is Philipp and I am the creator of this Blog. I am a native German and I currently live in the Bundesland Saarland, in the Southwest of Germany. I love teaching and I am a tutor for
German high school students. I also teach my Russian girlfriend how to speak German, so that she will be able to study at a German university next year. Since I create a lot of study materials for her, I decided to share these resources and write about some of the experiences we make. Write correct sentences or questions with modal verbs using the
words/phrases. Note: Write only one word or phrase for each gap: = oe; = ue; =ae - This exercise is suitable for level A1-A2.Have fun learning! Modal verbs modify the meaning of regular verbs. Just like in English, German modal verbs are followed by an infinitive. The infinitive moves to the final position of the sentence, whereas the finite modal verb
stays in second position. There are some peculiarities regarding German modal verbs: The 1st Person Singular (ich) is not formed with -e (besides mchten) 3rd Person Singular (er, sie, es) is not formed with -t. The root vowel changes from Singular to Plural (besides sollen & mchten).a e ie ieau ufahren (to drive)schlafen (to sleep)tragen (to
carry)fallen (to fall)halten (to hold)lassen (to let)raten (to guess)essen (to eat)geben (to give)lesen (to read)nehmen (to take)treffen (to meet)vergessen (to forget)sprechen(to speak)helfen (to help)lesen (to read)sehen (to see)empfehlen (to recommend)stehlen (to steal)laufen (to walk)saufen (to drink)dermasculinediefemininedasneutralbestellento
orderessento eattrinkento drinkRegular SentenceQuestionDu lebst in Deutschland.You are living in Germany.Lebst du in Deutschland?Do you live in Germany?Er trinkt Milch.He drinks milk.Trinkt er Milch?Does he drink milk?Tom ist zufrieden.Tom is satisfied.Ist Tom zufrieden?Is Tom satisfied?Subject + VerbVerb +
Subjectmasculinefeminineneutraldefinite articlederder Mannthe mandiedie Frauthe womandasdas Kind the childindefinite articleeinein Manna maneineeine Fraua womanDas ist kein AutoThat's not a carDas ist keine StadtThat's not a townDas sind keine BananenThat are not bananasTom fhrt nicht.Tom doesn't drive.Das ist nicht interessant.That is
not interesting.Das ist nicht Tom!That is not Tom!Hallo Tom, was machst du?Hello Tom, what are you doing?Hallo Tom und Anna, was macht ihr?Hello Tom and Anna, what are you doing?Hallo Herr Mller, was machen Sie?Hello Mr. Mller, what are you doing?PrefixVerbNew Verbfern+sehento see=fernsehento watch TVbe+suchento
search=Dbesuchento visitan+rufento shout=anrufento call (phone)ver+dienento serve=verdienento earnl. position2. positionlast positionlchbesuchedie Familie.I'm visiting the family.Wirbesuchendie Familienicht.We are not visiting the family.Besuchstduheutedie Familie?Are you visiting the family today?NominativDer Kuchen schmeckt gut.The cake
tastes good.Akkusativich nehme den Kuchen, danke.I'll take the cake, thanks.ArticleSingularMasculineNounsFeminine NounsNeutral NounsDefiniteNominativeAkkusativeIndefiniteNominativeAkkusativeNegationNominativeAkkusativePluralDefiniteNominativeAkkusativeNegationNominativeAkkusativeArticleSingularMasculineNounsFeminine
NounsNeutral NounsDefinite:NominativeAkkusativeDativeIndefinite:NominativeAkkusativeDativeNegation:NominativeAkkusativeDativePluralDefinite:NominativeAkkusativeDativeNegation:NominativeAkkusativeDativeRegularAnna ruft Tom an.Anna is calling Tom.PronounsSie ruft ihn an.She is calling
him.nieneverseltenrarelymanchmalsometimesoftoftenmeistensmostlyimmeralwaysPrteritumseinhabenich warl wasich hattel hader, sie, es warhe, she, it wasdu hattestyou haddu warstyou wereer, sie, es hattehe, she, it hadwir warenwe werewir hattenwe hadihr wartyou wereihr hattetyou hadsie warenthey weresie hattenthey hadDeine Jacke ist
wirklich schn!Your jacket is really nice!Mein Computer ist kaputt.My computer is broken.Unsere Katze ist sehr alt.Our cat is very old.Ich mag deine Jacke!l like your jacket!Tom benutzt meinen Computer.Tom is using my computer.Wir suchen unsere Katze!We are looking for our cat!Tom, schlaf jetzt!Tom, go to sleep now!Tom und Anna, helft Frau
Mller!Tom and Anna, help Ms Mller!Herr Mller, schreiben Sie mir bitte eine E-Mail!Mr Mller, please write me an e-mail!as indirect objectusually refers to the question "whom?"Ich gebe dem Lehrer meine Hausaufgaben.I give my home work to the teacher."der Lehrer" becomes "dem Lehrer"after certain verbs (i.e. gehren)Der Stift gehrt der
Schlerin.The pen belongs to the pupil."die Schlerin" becomes "der Schlerin"after certain prepositions (i.e. mit)Ich lerne mit dem Kind.I am studying with the child."das Kind" becomes "dem Kind"Dativ:Das ist das Bro von dem Chef.That is the office of the boss.Akkusative:Ich laufe durch das Geschft.I'm walking through the
shop.PrepositionAkkusativDirectionTom ist in der Wohnung.Tom is in the appartment.DativeLocationTom luft in die Wohnung.Tom walks into the appartment.Das Glas steht auf dem Tisch.The glas stands on the table.Tom luft vor das Fenster.Tom walks in front of the window.Sie stellt die Tasse neben die Zeitung.She puts the cup next to the
newspaper.Die Tasse steht jetzt neben der Zeitung.Now, the cup stands next to the newspaper.Die Schlssel liegen hinter dem Vorhang.The keys are lying behind the curtain.Der Hund rennt unter den Tisch.The dog runs under the table.Der Hund liegt unter dem Tisch.The dog lies under the table.Er schaut hinter den Vorhang.He looks behind the
curtain.Tom steht vor dem Fenster.Tom stands in front of the window.Sie stellt das Glas auf den Tisch. She puts the glas on the table.Er hngt das Bild an die Wand.He hangs the picture on the wall.Das Bild hngt an der Wand.The picture hangs on the wall.Der Schlssel fllt zwischen die Sthle.The key falls in between the chairs.Der Schissel liegt
zwischen den Sthlen.The key is lying in between the chairs.Sie springt ber den Stein.She jumps over the stone.EIn Vogel fliegt ber dem Stein.A bird flies above the stone.Regularich helfe dem Mann.I am helping the man.PronounlIch helfe ihm.I am helping him.mssenmust, need to, have tolch muss noch Gemse kaufen.I still need to buy
vegetables.drfenmay, to be allowed toEr darf den Film schauen.He is allowed to watch the movie.knnento canTom kann leider nicht kochen.Sadly, Tom cannot cook.sollenshall, be supposed toSollen wir am Dienstag Deutsch lernen?Shall we study German on Tuesday?wollento wantIch will diesen Pullover kaufen.I want to buy this
sweater.mchtenwould like to Wir mchten ein Glas Wasser (haben), bitte.We would like to have a glass of water please.sollenshouldmchtenwould likewollenwantich solldu sollster, sie, es sollwir sollenihr solltsie sollenich mchtedu mchtester, sie, es mchtewir mchtenihr mchtetsie mchtenich willdu willster, sie, es willwir wollenihr wolltsie wollenlch habe
den Film schon gesehen.I have already seen the movie.Er hat noch nie geraucht.He has never smoked before.Ich habe gestern einen Freund besucht.I visited a friend yesterday.Tom hat gerade seine Mutter angerufen.Tom has just called his mother.Wir sind zu der Party gegangen.We went to the party.Er ist spt nach Hause gekommen.He came home
late.undandTom spielt Fuball und er wandert gerne.Tom plays football and he likes to hike.oder orArbeitest du heute oder musst du lernen?Are you working today or do you need to study?aber butlch habe genug Geld, aber ich bin nicht reich.I have enough money, but I am not rich.sondern butAnna hat nicht gekocht, sondern Tom (hat gekocht).Anna
didn't cook, but Tom did.denn becauseTom lernt viel, denn er hat morgen einen Test.Tom learns a lot, because he has a test tomorrow.der Jungethe boydie Mutterthe motherdas Kindthe childpersonsingularplurall. personichIwirwe2. personduyouihryou3. personer, sie, eshe, she, itsietheypersonconjugationl. person singularich fahre2. person
singulardu fhrst3. person singularer, sie, es fhrtl. person pluralwir fahren2. person pluralihr fahrt3. person pluralsie fahrenPositive PhraseNegative PhraseDas ist ein AutoThat's a carDas ist kein AutoThat's not a carDas ist eine StadtThat's a townDas ist keine StadtThat's not a townTom fhrt nicht.Tom doesn't drive.Das Flugzeug fliegt nicht.The plane
doesn't fly.NumerusInformal addressSingluarHallo Tom, was machst du?Hello Tom, what are you doing?PluralHallo Tom und Anna, was macht ihr?Hello Tom and Anna, what are you doing?1. position2. positionmiddlelast positionIchsehefern.I'm watching TV.Wirsehennichtfern.We are not watching TV.Siehstduheutefern?Are you watching TV today?
PrfixVerbCompoundan-kommento comeankommento arriveauf-machento makeaufmachento openaus-machento makeausmachento turn offab-fahrento driveabfahrento leave (vehicle)mit-kommento comemitkommento joinvor-stellento putvorstellento introducezurck-kommento comezurckkommento come backnach-denkento thinknachdenkento
contemplatezusammen-arbeitento workzusammenarbeitento work togetherfern-sehento seefernsehento watch TVweg-gehento walkweggehento walk awayweiter-machento doweitermachento continuebei-bringento bringbeibringento teachRegularTom liebt die U-Bahn.Tom loves the subway.PronounsEr liebt sie.He loves it.Position 1Position
2IchspieleFuball.l play football.Ichspieleoft Fuball.l often play football.Spielstduoft Fuball?Do you often play football?Personlrregular VerbsRegular Verbsich-teich spielte-ich fuhrdu-testdu spieltest-stdu fuhrster, sie, es-teer spielte-er fuhrwir-tenwir spielten-enwir fuhrenihr-tetihr spieltet-tihr fuhrtsie, Sie (polite)-tensie spielten-ensie
fuhrenEnglishMasculine & Neutral NounsFeminine Nouns & Pluralmymeinmeineyour (sg)deindeinehisseinseineherihrihreitsseinseineourunserunsereyour (pl)euereuretheir, your (polite)ihrihreMasculine NounsNeutral NounsFeminine Nouns &
PluralmeinenmeinmeinedeinendeindeineseinenseinseineihrenihrihreseinenseinseineunserenunserunsereeureneuereureihrenihrihreTom, schlaf jetzt!Tom, go to sleep now!Anna, schreib bitte den Brief !Anna, please write the letter!Tom und Anna, schlaft jetzt!Tom and Anna, go to sleep now!Tom und Anna, schreibt bitte den Brief !Tom and Anna,
please write the letter!Subject NominativVerbIndirect ObjectDativichTom recommends a movie to my sister.Anna is buying her mother flowers.I'm giving the pen to the teacher.gebedem Lehrerden Stift. TomBlumen.ihrer MutterkauftAnnaempfiehltmeiner Schwestereinen Film.VerbExampleantwortenTom, antworte mir!Tom, answer me!badenAnna,
bade jetzt!Anna, take a bath now!ArticleSingularMasculineNounsFeminine NounsNeutral NounsDefinitelch glaube dem MannIch glaube der Fraulch glaube dem KindIndefiniteIch glaube einem MannIch glaube einer Fraulch glaube einem KindPossessivelch glaube meinem Mannlch glaube meiner Fraulch glaube meinem KindNegationIch glaube
keinem Mannlch glaube keiner Fraulch glaube keinem KindPluralDefiniteIch glaube den Mnnernlch glaube den Frauenlch glaube den KindernIndefiniteIch glaube Mnnernlch glaube Frauenlch glaube KindernPossessivelch glaube meinen Mnnernlch glaube meinen Frauenlch glaube meinen KindernNegationIch glaube keinen Mnnernlch glaube
keinen Frauenlch glaube keinen Kindernvonofausfrom, out ofDas ist das Bro von dem Chef.That's the office of the boss.Der Lehrer kommt aus der Schule.The teacher comes out of the school.mitwithbeiatSie lernt mit einer Website.She is studying with a website.Er ist bei dem Doktor.He is at the doctor's office.zutonachafter (temporal)Sie fhrt zu dem
Flughafen.She is driving to the airport.Wir gehen nach der Arbeit zu Tom.We are going to Tom's place after work.seitsince, for (temporal)Ich lerne Deutsch seit einem Jahr.I've been learning German for a year.DativeAkkusativeichlmichmemirmeduyoudichyoudiryouer, sie, eshe, she, itihn, sie, eshim, her, itihm, ihr, ihmhim, her,
itwirweunsusunsusihryoueuchyoueuchyousietheysiethemihnenthemSieyou (polite)SieyoulhnenyouNominativeRegular Sentencelch darf bleiben.I'm allowed to stay.with an ObjectWir mssen die Polizei anrufen!We have to call the police!forming QuestionsMchtest du etwas trinken?Would you like to drink something?forming Negationlch kann den
Schlssel nicht finden!I cannot find the key!1. Position 2. PositionMiddleLast Position Ichhabegestern einen Freundbesucht.Eristspt nach Hausegekommen.Main ClauseConjunctionMain ClauseTom spielt FuballundEr wandert gerneArbeitest du heute?oderMusst du lernen?Ich habe genug GeldaberIch bin nicht reichAnna hat nicht gekochtsondernTom
hat gekochtTom lernt vieldennEr hat morgen einen Testder Kuchenthe cakedie Kartoffelthe potatodas Wasserthe waterpersonconjugationendinginfinitivetrinkento drink-enl. person singularich trinkel drinkl am drinking-e2. person singulardu trinkstyou drinkyou are drinking-st3. person singularer, sie, es trinkthe, she, it drinkshe, she, it is drinking-
tl. person pluralwir trinkenwe drinkwe are drinking-en2. person pluralihr trinktyou drinkyou are drinking-t3. person pluralsie trinkenthey drinkthey are drinking-enpersonconjugationl. person singularich spreche2. person singulardu sprichst3. person singularer, sie, es sprichtl. person pluralwir sprechen2. person pluralihr sprecht3. person pluralsie
sprechenPositive PhraseNegative PhraseDas sind BananenThat are bananas.Das sind keine BananenThat are not bananas.Das ist nicht interessant.That is not interesting.Der Apfel ist nicht s, er ist sauer!The apple isn't sweet, it's sour!NumerusFormal addressSingluarHallo Frau Mller, was machen Sie?Hello Mrs Mller, what are you doing?PluralHallo
Herr und Frau Mller, was machen Sie?Hello Mr and Mrs Mller, what are you doing?PrfixVerbCompoundver-mietento rentvermietento rent (out)dienento serveverdienento earnbe-nutzento deploybenutzento usesuchento searchbesuchento visitschlieento closebeschlieento determineArticleSingularMasculineNounsFeminine NounsNeutral
NounsDefiniteDer Mann bestellt Kuchen.Die Frau bestellt Kuchen.Das Kind bestellt Kuchen.IndefiniteEin Mann bestellt Kuchen.Eine Frau bestellt Kuchen.Ein Kind bestellt Kuchen.NegationKein Mann bestellt Kuchen.Keine Frau bestellt Kuchen.Kein Kind bestellt Kuchen.PluralDefiniteDie Mnner bestellen Kuchen.Die Frauen bestellen Kuchen.Die
Kinder bestellen Kuchen.IndefiniteMnner bestellen Kuchen.Frauen bestellen Kuchen.Kinder bestellen Kuchen.NegationKeine Mnner bestellen Kuchen.Keine Frauen bestellen Kuchen.Keine Kinder bestellen Kuchen.Nominativichimichmeduyoudichyouer, sie, eshe, she, itihn, sie, eshim, her,
itAkkusativewirweunsusihryoueuchyousietheysiethemNumerusExampleSingularHerr Mller, sprechen Sie bitte mit Tom!Mr Mller, please talk to Tom!PluralHerr und Frau Mller, schreiben Sie bitte den Brief !Mr and Mrs Mller, please write the letter!VerbExampleanrufenTom, ruf mich an!Tom, call me!einsteigenAnna, steig in das Auto ein!Anna, get
into the car!Dative Verbssagen (to say, to tell)Die Frau sagt dem Kind, "Hr auf!"The woman tells the child, "Stop it!"danken (to thank)Ich danke der Frau.l am thanking the woman.antworten (to answer)Der Schler antwortet der Lehrerin.The pupil is answering the teacher.gefallen (to be liked by)Die Jacke gefllt dem Kind.The child likes the
jacket.gehren (to belong)Der Computer gehrt meinem Bruder.The computer belongs to my brother.glaube (to believe)lch glaube dem Studenten.I believe the student.helfen (to help)Wir helfen unseren Eltern.We are helping our parents.schmecken (to like with regards to foods and drinks)Dem Mdchen schmeckt das Eis.The girl likes the ice
cream.verzeihen (to forgive)Anna verzeiht dem Jungen.Anna forgives the boy.passen (to fit)Der Pullover passt dem Jungen.The sweater fits the boy.folgen (to follow)Die Mutter folgt dem Sohn.The mother follows the son.vertrauen (to trust)Sie vertraut der Freundin.She trusts the girlfriend.gratulieren (to congratulate)Der Vater gratuliert seiner
Tocher zum Geburtstag.The father wishes his daughter a happy birthday.zustimmen (to agree with)Er stimmt seiner Lehrerin zu.He agrees with his teacher (female).CompoundExamplevon + dem = vomDas ist das Bro vom Chef.That is the office of the boss.bei + dem = beimEr ist beim Doktor.He is at the doctor's office.zu + dem = zumSie fhrt zum
Flughafen.She is driving to the airport.zu + der = zurSie gehen zur Schule.They are going to school.You use "sein"...Exampleif there is a change of place (common)Ich bin nach Hause gefahren. (fahren) I drove home. Change from one place to home.if there is a change of state (rare)Der Hund ist gestorben. (sterben) The dog died. Change from alive to
dead.for special verbs (rare)Tom ist zu Hause geblieben. (bleiben) Tom stayed at home. "bleiben"is one of very few special verbsYou use "haben"...Examplefor any other verbs! (common)Ich habe einen Freund besucht. (besuchen)I visited a friend.Er hat seine Mutter angerufen. (anrufen)He called his mother.Note, however, that a "change of place"
means a movement from A to B (direction). When playing football, you will change your place as well, but not purposefully or target-orientated, which is why we would use "haben" instead of "sein" with "spielen" (to play).NOteln fact, we often use the Present Tense in German to talk about the future, as well. Take the following example, "Morgen
gehen wir ins Kino" - "Tomorrow we'll go to the cinema". So you can do a lot with this tense!die Jungenthe boysdie Mtterthe mothersdie Kinderthe childrenpersonconjugationinfinitiveseinto bel. person singularich binl am 2. person singulardu bistyou are 3. person singularer, sie, es isthe, she, it is1. person pluralwir sindwe are2. person pluralihr
seidyou are3. person pluralsie sindthey arepersonconjugationl. person singularich sehe2. person singulardu siehst3. person singularer, sie, es siehtl. person pluralwir sehen?2. person pluralihr seht3. person pluralsie sehenDas ist nicht Tom!That is not Tom!Das ist nicht New York!That is not New York!ArticleSingularMasculineNounsFeminine
NounsNeutral NounsDefiniteIch kaufe den Kuchen.Ich kaufe die Banane.Ich kaufe das Haus.IndefiniteIch kaufe einen Kuchen.Ich kaufe eine Banane.Ich kaufe ein Haus.Negationlch kaufe keinen Kuchen.Ich kaufe keine Banane.Ich kaufe kein Haus.PluralDefiniteIlch kaufe die Kuchen.Ich kaufe die Bananen.Ich kaufe die Huser.IndefiniteIch kaufe
Kuchen.Ich kaufe Bananen.Ich kaufe Huser.NegationIch kaufe keine Kuchen.Ich kaufe keine Bananen.Ich kaufe keine Huser.FormExampleInformalTom, sei bitte leise!Tom, please be quiet!Tom und Anna, seid pnktlich!Tom and Anna, be on time!FormalHerr Mller, seien Sie bitte um acht Uhr hier!Mr Mller, please be here at eight
o'clock!ArticleSingularMasculineNounsFeminine NounsNeutral NounsDefiniteNominativAkkusativDativPluralDefiniteNominativAkkusativDativPossessiveNominativAkkusativDativNegationNominativAkkusativDativdurchthroughfrforich laufe durch das Geschft.I am walking through the shop.Wir kaufen ein Buch fr unsere Mutter.We are buying a book
for our mother.ohnewithoutgegenagainstSie geht ohne ihn zur Party.She goes to the party without him.Er fhrt gegen die Wand.He drives against the wall.um...herumaroundDer Hund luft um den Baum herum.The dog is walking around the tree.Positive or Negative Statement ConjunctionPositive or Negative Statement Positivelch habe genug GeldI
have enough moneyaberbutNegativenicht reich.ich binl am not richNegativeTom mag kein GemseTom doesn't like vegetablesaberbutPositiveer isst viel Obst.he eats a lot of fruits.NOteWe use the Akkusativ after almost every verb ("Ich habe einen Bruder"). The only exception is sein, as this verb equates the following noun with the subject which is
why we have to use the Nominativ ("Tom ist mein Bruder").Negative Statement ConjunctionPositive Statement Ich bin nicht reich.I'm not rich.sondernbut(ich bin) arm.(I'm) poor.Tom mag kein GemseTom doesn't like vegetablessondernbut(Tom mag) Obst.(Tom likes) fruits.derEndungBeispiel-erder Lehrer, der Bruder-ender Garten, der Wagen-elder
Vogel, der Schlssel-igder Honig, der Knig-ismusder Kapitalismus, der Optimismus-lingder Lehrling, der SchmetterlingdieEndungBeispiel-edie Blume, die Wiese-heitdie Freiheit, die Gesundheit-keitdie Schwierigkeit, die Pnktlichkeit-ungdie Zeitung, die Meinung-ttdie Universitt, die Identitt-ikdie Musik, die PhysikdasEndungBeispiel-chendas Mdchen,
das Brtchen-mentdas Dokument, das Instrument-umdas Zentrum, das Datum-odas Auto, das Radio-nisdas Zeugnis, das Ereignispersonconjugationl. person singularich laufe2. person singulardu lufst3. person singularer, sie, es luftl. person pluralwir laufen2. person pluralihr lauft3. person pluralsie laufenUsage of nichtExampleVerbsTom fhrt
nicht.Tom doesn't drive.AdjectivesDas ist nicht interessant.That's not interesting.Proper NounsDas ist nicht Tom.That's not Tom.ChangeExamplea to Tom, wasch bitte dein Auto!Tom, please wash your car!au to uAnna, lauf schnell nach Hause!Anna, run home quickly!e to iTom, hilf (helf) Frau Mller!Tom, help Ms Mller!e to ieAnna, lies (les) bitte den
Brief !Tom and Anna, please read the letter!Ich habe geschlafen. I slept.Er hat einen Kaffee bestellt. He ordered a coffee.Er ist gestern nicht gekommen. He didn't come yesterday.Bist du schon mal in Deutschland gewesen?Have you ever been to Germany? CONTENT Modal verbs are helper verbs that are most often used in with the main verb in the
sentence. They must be conjugated just like regular verbs. Modal verbs can change the context of a statement, but not the action itself. Modal Verb Placement Rule 1: We can place modal verbs in two positions: - The modal verb is usually the first conjugated in the sentence. - The main, or the "full" verb to the end of the sentence in its infinitive form.
Rule 2: In colloquial speech, in the main verb is obvious from the context, it can be left out. Knnen Can Rule 3: The modal verb knnen can be used to express an assumption, a polite request, a suggestion, possibility and impossibility, ability and incapacity, or permission or prohibition. Here is how it is conjugated: ich kann du kannst er kann wir knnen
ihr knnt sie knnen ich kann du kannst er kann wir knnen ihr knnt sie knnen Du kannst hier nicht parken. Mssen Have to/Must Rule 4: The modal verb mssen is used to express a need, a command, or a task. Here is its present tense conjugation: ich muss du musst er muss wir mssen ihr msst sie mssen ich muss du musst er muss wir mssen ihr msst sie
mssen Wollen Want to and Mchten Would Like to Rule 5: The modal verb wollen is used to express a wish, a will, an intention or a refusal. It can be a little too straightforward, so if we want to be polite, we use mchten instead. Here is how it is conjugated in the present tense: ich will ich mchte du willst du mchtest er will er mchte wir wollen wir
mchten ihr wollt ihr mchtet sie wollen sie mchten ich will ich mchte du willst du mchtest er will er mchte wir wollen wir mchten ihr wollt ihr mchtet sie wollen sie mchten Papa, ich mchte ein Eis (essen). Dad, I would like (to eat) ice cream. (polite) Note: "mchten" is actually the subjunctive 2 of the German verb "mgen" (to like). However, "mgen" is
only used as a normal strong verb and no longer as a modal verb. Rule 6: In the past tense, only wollen is used. Drfen Be allowed to/May Rule 7: The modal verb drfen is used to express permission or prohibition, a presumption, or a polite request for permission. Here is the present tense conjugation of this modal verb: ich darf du darfst er darf wir
drfen ihr drft sie drfen ich darf du darfst er darf wir drfen ihr drft sie drfen Sollen Ought to/Should Rule 8: The modal verb sollen is used to express an order, a recommendation, an advice, or an assumption. Here is its present tense conjugation: ich soll du sollst er soll wir sollen ihr sollt sie sollen ich soll du sollst er soll wir sollen ihr sollt sie sollen A
modal verb (also called a modal auxiliary verb) is used along with a main verb to express possibility, ability, permission, or necessity. For example, in the statement you must leave, must is a modal verb indicating that its necessary for the subject (you) to perform the action of the verb (leave).The modal verb will is used to form the future tense,
indicating an action that has not yet occurred (e.g., I will clean the garage).Examples: Modal verbs in a sentenceWe should listen to some music.Can you drive me to the airport?Amanda might practise her German. Be assured that you'll submit flawless writing. Upload your document to correct all your mistakes. How are modal verbs used in
sentences?Modal verbs are used along with a main verb to indicate ability, necessity, possibility, and permission. In sentences containing modal verbs, the main verb typically takes the infinitive form. Modal verbs come before main verbs and never change form.Examples: How to use modal verbsI might walk to work today.You may have as many
cookies as youd like.Lina must order tickets in advance if she wants to go to the theatre. The academic proofreading tool has been trained on 1000s of academic texts and by native English editors. Making it the most accurate and reliable proofreading tool for students. Upload my document Modal verbs listBelow is a table that illustrates some of the
various uses of modal verbs. Note that modal verbs are very commonly used in a wide variety of senses this table doesnt cover every possible usage.Modal verbFunctionExampleCanlIndicate abilityIndicate possibilityIndicate permission (informal)Make a request (informal)Javi can play the guitar.We can drive or walk.You can borrow that book.Can I
have some water?CouldPast form of canIndicate possibilityMake a polite requestShe could speak French.You could become a chef.Could you tell me the time?MayIndicate possibilityIndicate permission (formal)Make a request (formal)Dana may arrive late.You may enter.May I respond?Mightindicate possibilityl might order pizza.MustIndicate
obligationIndicate likelihoodCyclists must wear helmets.You must be very proud.Shalllndicate a future action (normally used only with I and we)Ask a question (normally used only with I and we)I shall attend.Shall we arrange a meeting?ShouldMake a suggestionIndicate likelihoodYou should watch that film.Tom should be at the office.Willlndicate a
future action or eventMake a polite requestFay will book the venue.Will you get the door?WouldPast form of willMake a polite requestShe would often work late.Would you call back later? Modal verbs are classed as a type of auxiliary verb. Auxiliary verbs are used along with a main verb to express tense, mood, or voice. However, unlike modal verbs,
regular auxiliary verbs follow subject-verb agreement and must be conjugated for tense and mood.Examples: Auxiliary verbs in a sentenceMary was building a sandcastle.Gordon has burned the toast.Do you know what time it is?Modal verbs can be used along with auxiliary verbs to refer to possible past, continuous, or future action.When a modal
verb is followed by another auxiliary verb (e.g., have, be), the main verb takes either the past participle form (typically ending in -ed, -n, or -t) or the present participle form (ending in -ing).The modal verb will is used in all aspects of the future tense (e.g., I will talk, you will be travelling).Examples: Modal and auxiliary verbs combinedHe should have
asked me first.You may be wondering what I mean.Farrah will have finished work by then.Modal verbs and moodThe grammatical mood of a verb indicates the intention of the sentence. Modal verbs and auxiliary verbs are used along with a main verb to express mood.Grammatical moodFunctionExamplelndicativeState a factLana is drinking
coffee.ImperativeExpress a command or a request (often with a negative auxiliary verb)Dont forget to call.InterrogativeAsk a questionWould you open the window?ConditionalExpress a conditionYou should leave now if you want to get the bus.SubjunctiveExpress a wish, doubt, or hypothetical situationlIf you were free, we could watch a movie. The
academic proofreading tool has been trained on 1000s of academic texts and by native English editors. Making it the most accurate and reliable proofreading tool for students. Upload my document Other uses of modal verbsModal verbs have various other functions in English. They can also be used:In indirect speechln negative statementsFor
emphasisindirect speechModal verbs are used in indirect speech to indicate what someone else said. While most modal verbs stay the same when used in indirect speech, the past form of some modal verbs is used instead (e.g., can becomes could).Examples: Modal verbs and reported speechDarren said I will visit on Saturday.Darren said he would
visit on Saturday.Pria said we should go to France.Pria said we should go to France.Negative statementsIn negative statements containing modal verbs, the adverb not comes immediately after the modal verb and before all other verbs. The negative form is often contracted (e.g., would not becomes wouldnt).Examples: How to use modal verbsTera
cant focus because her brother is playing the drums.You mustnt play football inside the house anymore.Emphasisin everyday conversation, people sometimes place emphasis on a modal verb to refute a previous statement or question. The emphasised word is often italicised when written down.Examples: Modal verbs emphasising a statementWhy cant
you be nice?l can be nice!You wont finish the project on time.I will finish it on time!Other interesting language articlesIf you want to know more about commonly confused words, definitions, common mistakes, and differences between US and UK spellings, make sure to check out some of our other language articles with explanations, examples, and
quizzes. Frequently asked questions Is it would of or would have? Would is a modal verb thats often used along with the auxiliary verb have to indicate that something was possible in the past but no longer is (e.g., She would have been a professional athlete if she hadnt broken her leg). It can be contracted to wouldve.People sometimes mistakenly
write would of because of its similar pronunciation. However, would of is never correct. What does may mean? May is a modal verb used to indicate possibility (e.g., I may miss the bus), make a request (e.g., May I have a drink?), or indicate permission (e.g., You may sit down). We strongly encourage students to use sources in their work. You can cite
our article (APA Style) or take a deep dive into the articles below. This Scribbr article Ryan, E. (2023, December 06). What Is a Modal Verb? | Definition & Examples. Scribbr. Retrieved 26 May 2025, from Sources Aarts, B. (2011). Oxford modern English grammar. Oxford University Press. Butterfield, J. (Ed.). (2015). Fowlers dictionary of modern
English usage (4th ed.). Oxford University Press. Show all sources (3) Garner, B. A. (2016). Garners modern English usage (4th ed.). Oxford University Press.
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