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dilla>Yo le 135, Imagine buying a movie once and watching it in any app you like, or whichever one gives you the best quality on your device. Now wake up, it's real.Photograph: FG Trade/Getty ImagesAll products featured on WIRED are independently selected by our editors. However, we may receive compensation from retallers and/or from purchases of prod through these links.As streammg has taken over the world of movies and TV, most people rely on a suhscnptlon service (or two, or more) to supply them with endless binge-worthy content. But wha
happens when a movie you want to watch isn't on Netflix, or you don't want to subscribe to Disney+ just for that one nostalgia trip? That's where a la carte services like Amazon, iTunes, Vudu, Google, and others come into play, letting you buy or rent an individual movie for a few bucks. But unlike subscription services, they often have a lot of the same movies—so where's the best place to buy?Before we start talking about different storefronts, let's make one thing clear: If you're buying digital movies and you aren't signed up for Movies Anywhere, you should
be.You've probably heard of the service before, but just in case you aren't familiar, Movies Anywhere allows you to "sync" many of your digital movies across different services. So if you buy a movie on iTunes, you'll also be able to watch that movie on Amazon, Google Play, Vudu, and other participating services. You can also buy and watch movies on the Movies Anywhere app itself, and use it to redeem digital movie codes that come with the physical discs you buy.This makes where you buy less important, since you can watch many of those movies anywhere—
it then becomes more about which service you use to watch those movies, since that can affect the quality of the stream and the platforms on which you can watch. Though getting deals and freebies from certain services can still be a good way to grab cheap movies and sync them to your streaming app of choice.Just know that there are some caveats. Movies Anywhere doesn't have a deal with every studio under the sun, and there are some movies that you won't be able to sync to other services—so you'll want to buy those on your platform of choice, rather
than getting them with deals on a secondary store. In addition, it doesn't work for TV shows or movie rentals, so in those cases, you'll need to watch your content on the service it came from. But as long as you shop with those warnings in mind, it's a great place to manage your movie collection.If you have a fancy new 4K TV or soundbar and want your movies to look and sound as good as possible, then you'll need to consider the bitrate of the video and audio streams. The bitrate, as the name suggests, describes the amount of data flowing to your devices at
any given time. The more data the streaming service pushes, the higher quality your video and audio will be, all other things kept equal. Just because two services boast "4K" doesn't mean they'll look the same—that just determines the number of pixels per frame. The more data allocated to those frames, the less likely you are to get smearing, blocking, or other artifacts. There are other factors, like the different compression algorithms used, but bitrate is a decent indicator out of the gate.Apple's iTunes Store has earned a reputation for the best video and
audio quality, which makes sense given it offers a 25 Mbps bitrate for its 4K streams. It also offers Dolby Vision and Dolby Atmos on plenty of supported titles, ensuring it'll look and sound good no matter what gear you have. In my experience, iTunes will even upgrade you to 4K for all available movies, even if you redeemed a standard HD code in Movies Anywhere. Even if you don't use Apple devices, you're likely to get the best streaming quality from movies rented and purchased through iTunes (or transferred to iTunes through Movies Anywhere).Speaking
of which, Movies Anywhere allows you to stream movies right from their website and app, and they offer comparable bitrates to iTunes—though I found not all of my movies necessarily offered Dolby Vision and Dolby Atmos through Movies Anywhere, even when they did through iTunes. It's a good secondary option, however.Amazon Prime, Google Play, and other services tend to have lower quality, though they'll still look decent enough in a pinch, or if you're renting a movie that doesn't require the utmost in picture quality.Of course, video and audio quality
mean nothing if a given app isn't available on your platform of choice. Thankfully, this isn't as much of an issue as it used to be, especially since Apple started offering their app across non-Apple platforms. You'll find the Apple TV app on Amazon's Fire devices, Google TV, Roku boxes, PlayStation and Xbox consoles, and plenty of smart TVs from the biggest manufacturers. You can see the full list of supported devices here.The same goes for Movies Anywhere, which is available on the Apple TV, Amazon Fire devices, Roku boxes, Google TV, and many smart TVs.
Movies Anywhere does not, however, appear to be available on Xbox or PlayStation game consoles—see their list of supported devices.Other apps are pretty widely available, though may lag in support for certain devices—Vudu is only just now coming to Amazon Fire TV, and Microsoft's movies app is not available on non-Microsoft platforms (though it is compatible with Movies Anywhere). Google also has a history of, uh, having beef with certain streaming box manufacturers, what with the long-running feud it had with Amazon and its current struggle with
Roku—though for now, your Google-purchased movies should be available in the YouTube app on just about any device.If you're using Apple and Movies Anywhere, these availability holes shouldn't matter too much, since you can always buy a movie on Google Play or Microsoft Movies & TV and watch it through any Movies Anywhere-compatible service. Just make sure, again, that you aren't using that strategy to buy a movie that won't transfer over—you'll want to buy those on the platform you actually use to watch. The same goes for any rentals or TV shows,
which you'll have to watch on the service in question.You may think it'd be best to just stick to one digital storefront for all your movies—after all, if Apple TV is available on all your streaming boxes, why buy anywhere else? The answer, of course, is deals.All streaming services have sales and deals here and there, from sales on superhero movies to weekly specials that rotate regularly. But each service also has its own perks as well. Microsoft, for example, recently offered the first seasons of Dragon Ball Super and One Piece to Game Pass subscribers, and
Apple is currently giving lots of Apple TV+ subscribers $5 credits thanks to the extension of their free trials.Google is more flexible with its deals, occasionally offering coupons or Google Play credits through its Chromebook Perks page, the Benefits tab of the Google One app, the Offers tab in the Google Home app, and in the Google Play Store itself. You can also rack up Google Play credits pretty easily with the Google Opinion Rewards app on Android, which I've used for plenty of purchases in the past—even though I rarely watch movies on Google Play
itself. (Thanks, Movies Anywhere!)Amazon Prime subscribers get arguably the best perk, though, thanks to the "No-Rush Shipping" option offered on many orders. While two-day shipping is killer for stuff you want right away, No-Rush shipping gives you credit for Amazon digital purchases every time you eschew two-day shipping at checkout. This can add up to a lot, depending on how much you buy from Amazon, and is a great way to rack up free movie purchases that you can transfer to your preferred service with Movies Anywhere—or rentals you're fine
watching on Amazon's own app.Finally, remember that many of these digital stores offer gift cards, which you can often grab at a discount from certain retailers (keep on eye on WIRED Deals to snag them). Those are great ways to stock up on movies and shows at a discount as well. And of course, none of this includes the plethora of streaming services offering entirely free collections, like the Roku Channel, Crackle, or Pluto TV.So there you have it: For movies that demand the best picture quality, buy them on iTunes, Movies Anywhere, or a Movies
Anywhere-compatible service (if they're from a participating studio). For rentals and studios that don't participate, buy them on the best quality service you can, and when it comes to deals and rentals that don't require the best, grab them wherever's cheapest.I'd be remiss not to mention one last thing, though: discs aren't dead, and if you really care about quality, they're a better choice than any streaming service out there. 4K Blu-rays have better picture quality than even the best streaming offerings, not to mention lossless audio, special features, and
digital access through Movies Anywhere when you want to watch it on a plane. (Oh, and many 4K Blu-rays come with regular Blu-rays as well, which you can turn around and sell or give generously to your friends.) You can buy them on Amazon, rent them at Redbox kiosks, or even get them at your local library—and play them in your next-gen game console. It may not be quite as convenient as clicking "Play," but it's well worth it for the movies you care most about. wlixle) oSa; (il wloasll 32z (29 Sl $9lsi0 arzgi jlgz) Tlosdl SN o Glol LisT Sal el jio Joz) Jjie
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Apple TVa€”now called Apple TV 4Ka€”is a media device that lets you stream live TV from networks, broadcasters, and pay-TV providers. It's essentially the same thing as a Roku, Fire TV, or Google TV.Apple TV+, on the other hand, is a streaming service where you can find a library of Apple Originals (shows and movies). You can, of course, access Apple TV+ on an Apple TV device, but it can be accessed on a wide range of devices and your web browser of choice, just like Netflix or Disney+.There is also the Apple TV app, which you can install and use to
watch TV+ shows and movies if you are an iPhone, iPad, Mac, or Apple TV 4K owner. But this is not a prerequisite to start streaming on Apple TV+, with Android and Apple users alike being able to subscribe.With that TV+ subscription in hand, here are some features you need to check out before you start binge-watching.Stream Where You WantOne of the best things about Apple TV+ is that it is not chained to the borders of Apple devices. You can use Apple TV+ in the Apple TV app, as well as smart TVs such as Google TV, Samsung, LG, and Sony, as well as
Roku, FireTV, PlayStation, and Xbox. Apart from the iPhone, iPad, Mac, and Apple TV 4K, you can also access TV+ on the Apple Vision Pro for an immersive experience.The best part is that even if you do not own a single one of these listed devices and services, you can also watch TV+ from the web. This is honestly one of Apple TV+'s top-selling points for me. When I stumbled across this service, I went into it fully expecting it to only be available on my Apple devices, but I was pleasantly surprised that it is like any other OTT streaming service.Customize
Content RestrictionsLike most streaming services, Apple TV+ also allows you to control the content ratings on the shows and movies you watch. Apple TV+ goes one step further in this: beyond letting you choose from a list of ratings, it also lets you set different content restrictions for different types of content you consume.Click on your profile in the top right corner of your Apple TV+ account. Go to Settings > Parental Restrictions. From here, you can turn on content restrictions.Content restrictions in Apple TV+.You can also customize content restrictions
for movies, shows, as well as music and podcasts. These content restrictions apply to Apple TV+, Apple Music, and Apple Podcasts on your web browser.You can choose from a range of content restrictions, including "C" (children), "PG" (parental guidance suggested), "18+", among others. For music and podcasts, you can choose between "Clean" and "Explicit."Take Advantage of Family SharingWhen you subscribe to Apple TV+, you get to take advantage of Apple's Family Sharing feature. This means you can share your Apple TV+ subscription with up to five
family members.Family Sharing can be used if you and your family members have Apple IDs. If you set up Family Sharing, you can share all your subscriptions and purchases and set up parental controls (such as screen time beyond content restrictions) for children.To enable Family Sharing for your Apple TV+ subscription, you can set up a family group on your iPhone or iPad. Go to Settings > Apple Account > Family. From here, set up Family Sharing and invite others. You can also create a child account for children aged 12 and under if you are a parent or
guardian.Use AirPlayTaking advantage of Apple TV+'s integration can go beyond streaming on different devices. If you are in the Apple ecosystem or own a few Apple devices, one feature that can come in handy when you are streaming your favorite shows and movies on Apple TV+ is the infamous AirPlay.With AirPlay, you can seamlessly control and stream TV+ across Apple devices, use your iPhone as a remote control, and integrate speakers with your TV+ experience. AirPlay mirroring also lets you stream TV+ on multiple Apple devices and take control of
audio through Siri (and a HomePod, if you own one).Get a Season PassFor the sports fanatics out there, Apple TV+ has something in store. You can watch every Major League Soccer (MLS) match on the streaming service's MLS tab by getting the MLS season pass.Regardless of what device you use, you can purchase the season pass and even make use of it when you are using Apple TV+ on the web.The MLS season pass lets you access live matches, schedules, match highlights, league standings, and past matches. From the MLS tab, you can also find related
sports content and commentary through Apple Podcasts, Apple News, and club playlists on Apple Music.If you are using Apple TV+ on the web, go to your profile > Settings > Web Settings > Show Sports Scores and turn it on to access sports scores on the web browser you are using.Web settings for Sports in Apple TV+.Check Out Subscription OptionsIf you are on the monthly plan for Apple TV+, you will be paying $9.99/month (after a 7-day free trial). If you are looking to cut costs and save some money in the long run while bundling your Apple
subscriptions, a possible plan you could look into is a suitable Apple One subscription.This would let you access between four and six Apple subscriptions and services (along with Family Sharing in some plans), reducing the cost of each service in a discounted bundle.Apple One can be a great plan for you if you are considering new Apple services, and an Apple TV+ subscription is included in every plan available. Subscribing to Apple One also gives you a one-month free trial of Apple TV+.Another plan you may want to consider, if you are a student, is the
Apple Music and Apple TV+ combo. When you get an Apple Music Student subscription, you also get access to Apple TV+ at no extra cost. The only trade-off with this plan is that you cannot use Family Sharing on Apple TV+ if you access it through your student plan.There are a lot of ways you can get the best out of your Apple TV+ subscription. Regardless of which device you are using to stream on Apple TV+, getting the basics set up and ready to go will only elevate your viewing experience to new heights. s, grax b= ,» Tecnobits! o (SLuwll azsill jlgz oS
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