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Oedipus, son of Laius and Jocasta, was a Greek hero and king of Thebes, celebrated for defeating the fearsome Sphinx. He suffered a tragic downfall, however, when he discovered that he had unknowingly killed his father and married his mother.Oedipus was abandoned in the wilderness soon after his birth when his father learned of a prophecy that
he would die at the hands of his son. But the child was found by a herdsman and raised by the Corinthian king Polybus. When Oedipus heard that he was destined to kill his father and marry his mother, he left home in an effort to avoid his fate. Unfortunately, this led him to inadvertently fulfill the prophecy: he killed an old man that he met on his
travels (not recognizing him as his father Laius) and later married Jocasta (not knowing she was his mother) after defeating the Sphinx.When Oedipus found out what he had done, he blinded himself and went into exile. Because of this sharp reversal in fortune, Oedipus is often remembered as the great “tragic hero” of Greek mythology.Key
FactsOedipus was the son of Laius, the king of Thebes, and his wife Jocasta (called Epicasta in some sources). Laius had learned from an oracle that he was destined to be killed by his son, so he pierced Oedipus’ ankles with a pin and left him in the wilderness to die when he was just a baby.Oedipus was found by a passing herdsman and raised by
Polybus, the childless king of Corinth. Upon reaching adulthood, Oedipus heard the prophecy that he would kill his father and marry his mother. Thinking that Polybus and his wife were his parents, Oedipus left home to avoid this destiny and wound up in Thebes—where he ironically fulfilled the prophecy by killing Laius and marrying Jocasta, not
realizing they were his true parents.Oedipus Separating from Jocasta by Alexandre Cabanel (1843)Wikimedia CommonsPublic DomainIn the standard version of his myth, Oedipus blinded himself after discovering that he had killed his father Laius and married his mother Jocasta. He did this to punish himself for his unnatural crimes.In a lesser-known
tradition, however, Oedipus did not blind himself at all. Instead, he was blinded by Laius’ attendants, who pinned him down and tore out his eyes after he killed their master.Oedipus and Antigone by Franz Dietrich (19th century)Crocker Art Museum, SacramentoPublic DomainLittle is known of Oedipus’ death. After discovering his true identity, he
blinded himself and went into exile, guided and cared for by his dutiful daughter Antigone. Sophocles’ tragedy Oedipus in Colonus tells of how Oedipus, by now an old man, eventually came to the Attic town of Colonus to die.After his death, the Athenian king Theseus gave Oedipus a fine funeral and tomb at Colonus. The site where he died was
thought to be sacred.Oedipus at Colonus by Jean-Antoine-Théodore Giroust (1788)Dallas Museum of Art (Texas)Public DomainOedipus’ most glorious moment was his destruction of the Sphinx—a fearsome creature who was part lion, part eagle, and part woman. She occupied a cliff overlooking the road to Thebes and would kill anyone who failed to
answer her riddle.When Oedipus met the Sphinx, she posed her usual riddle to him (“What is that which has one voice and yet becomes four-footed and two-footed and three-footed?”). Oedipus answered correctly (“man”), and the Sphinx leapt to her death. The Thebans, grateful to Oedipus for ridding them of the monster, made him their king and
married him to their widowed queen Jocasta.Oedipus and the Sphinx by Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres (1864)The Walters Art MuseumCCO0The name “Oedipus” is derived from the Greek verb oideo, meaning “to swell,” and the noun pous, meaning “foot.” Oedipus’ name thus translates to “he who has a swollen foot.” This etymology is reflected in the
myth that Oedipus’ ankles were pierced when he was abandoned as a baby.[1]An alternative etymology derives the name from the verb oida, “to know” (rather than oideo, “to swell”), so that Oedipus’ name means “he who knows feet.” This is also related to his mythology, for the famous “riddle of the Sphinx,” which Oedipus solved, was about feet.
[ED-uh-puhs, EE-duh-]/'ed & pas, 'i do-/There are a handful of variants of Oedipus’ name, including Oedipos, Oedipodos, and Oedipoun.Oedipus’ father was Laius, a king of Thebes. His mother was usually named as Jocasta,[2] though ancient sources did not all agree on this name: Homer, for example, called Oedipus’ mother Epicasta.[3] In some
traditions, Laius fathered several other children, including the Sphinx, with various concubines.[4]After being raised in Corinth by Polybus and his wife (whose name was either Merope,[5] Periboea,[6] or Medusa[7]), Oedipus found his way back to Thebes and unknowingly married his own mother.Before Oedipus was born, the Theban king Laius had
been warned by an oracle that if he ever had a son, that son would someday kill him. Despite the prophecy, Laius slept with his wife Jocasta (sometimes called Epicasta) one night while he was drunk. Soon after, Oedipus was born. Hoping to escape his preordained doom, Laius pierced the baby’s ankles with pins and left him to die in the
mountains.But a passing herdsman found the baby and took him to Polybus, the king of Corinth (about 85 miles southeast of Thebes). Polybus brought the child up as his own, naming him “Oedipus” (“he who has a swollen foot”) because the pins Laius had placed in the baby’s ankles left his feet permanently swollen.[11]Once Oedipus was an adult, he
learned from the oracle at Delphi that he would kill his father and commit incest with his mother. He therefore vowed never to return to Corinth, believing that that was where his parents lived.As he was leaving Delphi, Oedipus met an old man at a crossroads (often associated with a real crossroads in ancient Greece called the “Triple Way” or the
“Cleft Way”). The two quarreled, the argument grew heated, and Oedipus ended up killing the old man. What he did not know was that the man was none other than Laius, the king of Thebes and his real father.[12]Continuing his travels, Oedipus crossed paths with the Sphinx, a creature usually represented with the head of a woman, the body of a
lion, and bird’s wings.[13] Ever since Laius’ death (by Oedipus), the Sphinx had been terrorizing Thebes by sitting on a cliff outside the city and putting a riddle to any Theban who passed by. If the Theban could not solve the riddle, she killed him on the spot.Red-figure Kylix from Vulci showing Oedipus and the Sphinx. Attributed to the Oedipus
Painter (ca. 470 BCE). Vatican Museums, Vatican.Carole RaddatoCC BY-SA 2.0When the Sphinx saw Oedipus, she presented her riddle as always, usually quoted as: “What is that which has one voice and yet becomes four-footed and two-footed and three-footed?”[14]The answer, Oedipus realized, was “a human being”: humans crawl on four legs as
babies, walk on two legs as adults, and become “three-footed” in old age (when they use a cane to walk). As soon as Oedipus solved the riddle, the Sphinx killed herself by leaping from her cliff. The Thebans were overjoyed to finally be free of the Sphinx. To reward Oedipus, they made him their king and gave him as his bride Jocasta (or Epicasta),
their queen and the widow of the late king Laius.[15]Though this was the most common version of the Sphinx myth, it was not the only one. In some traditions, the Sphinx was a bandit who was defeated by Oedipus and his Corinthian army,[16] while in others she was actually a bastard daughter of Laius who murdered all who claimed to be Laius’
sons until Oedipus outsmarted her.[17]Eventually, however, Oedipus’ good fortune took a dark turn. He discovered that the old man he had killed was his true father, Laius, and that the queen he had married was his mother. He had thus fulfilled the prophecy, despite his best efforts to avoid it.In the most familiar version, first attested in Sophocles’
tragedy Oedipus Tyrannus, Oedipus’ downfall all began with a plague. After consulting an oracle, Oedipus discovered that Thebes was under blood-guilt for the murder of the old king Laius: the plague would end only after the killer had been exiled from the city. Oedipus immediately began investigating the murder, only to discover not only that he
was the one who had committed the deed, but that Laius was in fact his real father—and that Laius’ widow, to whom he was married, was his mother!Oedipus and Jocasta were both horrified by this discovery. In the common tradition, Jocasta killed herself, while Oedipus blinded himself.[18]The Blind Oedipus Commending his Children to the Gods by
Bénigne Gagneraux (1784). Nationalmuseum, Stockholm, Sweden.Wikimedia CommonsPublic DomainHowever, not all sources agreed about the fates of Oedipus and Jocasta. According to some traditions, Jocasta did not kill herself until much later, after the deaths of her sons Eteocles and Polyneices.[19] Possibly even more surprising are the
traditions in which Oedipus did not blind himself but rather was blinded much earlier—either by Laius’ servants[20] or even by his foster father, Polybus.[21]What happened to Oedipus after he discovered his crimes was much contested in antiquity. In some traditions, Oedipus was sent into exile by either his brother-in-law (and uncle) Creon or by his
own sons, Eteocles and Polyneices. Only his devoted daughter Antigone accompanied him, helping him in his blindness and his old age.[22] In other traditions, Eteocles and Polyneices imprisoned Oedipus in Thebes to hide his disgrace from the world.[23] According to Homer, however, nothing changed at all: Oedipus continued to rule Thebes until he
eventually fell in battle.[24]0edipus at Colonus, Cursing his Son Polynices by Henry Fuseli (1777). Metropolitan Museum of ArtPublic DomainIn many traditions, Oedipus also cursed his sons, either because they disrespected him,[25] because they did not help him when he was exiled from his city,[26] or because they imprisoned him in Thebes.[27] In
time, the curse was fulfilled: Eteocles and Polyneices quarreled over which one of them should rule Thebes and ultimately killed each other in battle.According to a popular tradition, Oedipus eventually came to the Attic town of Colonus, not far from Athens. An old and broken man, he finally found some peace: he was honored by the Athenian king
Theseus and given a funeral after he died. The spot at Colonus where he died was considered sacred.[28]There were tombs and hero cults of Oedipus in the region of ancient Attica, including in Colonus and Athens itself.[29] Oedipus was also worshipped in other parts of the Greek world, including Sparta, the island of Thera,[30] and the Boeotian
town of Eteonus.[31]In modern pop culture, Oedipus is perhaps best remembered through Sigmund Freud’s concept of the “Oedipus complex.” Freud used the myth of Oedipus (specifically, Sophocles’ version) to illustrate the male’s unconscious desire to become the sole object of his mother’s love by killing his father. The Oedipus complex remains a
famous and central tenet of psychoanalytic theory.The myth of Oedipus has also been adapted for the arts. He was a strangely popular figure in the 1960s, a decade that saw the release of at least two films based on the Oedipus myth: Oedipus Rex (1967), from Italian director Pier Paolo Pasolini, and Oedipus the King (1968), starring Christopher
Plummer in the titular role. Rota Otimi’s novel The Gods Are Not to Blame (1971) is an adaptation of the myth set in a Yoruba kingdom (originally published as a play in 1968).Avi Kapach is a writer, scholar, and educator who received his PhD in Classics from Brown University Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for
any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any
reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others
from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as
publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. The literal answer is that the event took place in the second play of the trilogy, Oedipus Rex. There are debates, however, over the exact timeline. The murder is never recounted in real-time in the play.It is only referred to by various characters as Oedipus tries to find the truth
about who killed the king. Two stories emerge as the play unfolds- Oedipus’ own story of killing a man along the road to Thebes before he meets the Sphinx, and a shepherd, who announced the king’s death to the City. It is never evident which version of the murder is the more accurate one.To make things more complicated, Sophocles wrote the
trilogy out of order. The plays were written in the order of Antigone, Oedipus the King, and Oedipus at Colonus.The events, in chronological order, are reversed. The events of the plays happen in order through Oedipus the King, Oedipus at Colonus and Antigone.The story of Oedipus starts long before the plays were written. Laius, Oedipus’ father,
brought tragedy down on his own home and family. His life was marked by the gods from the time he was a young man. While not all of the myth events are recounted in the plays, Sophocles was certainly aware of the myth as he wrote and cast Laius in both villain and victim roles. What was Laius’ crime that resulted in his being fated to be murdered
by his own son? The mythology reveals that Laius violated Greek traditions of hospitality by assaulting a young man in his care. He was a guest in a home of a neighboring royal family and was given the task of looking after their son.Who did Oedipus kill?Laius was a rapist who became king and never accepted responsibility for his crime.When the
prophecy promised he would be punished, he did everything he could to avoid his fate. He even went so far as to try to force his wife to murder their infant son.Why did Oedipus kill his father?Laius was doomed from the start. Having broken the strict code of Greek hospitality, he had already earned the anger of the gods. When a prophecy told him
that he would be punished for his crime, he tried to escape punishment rather than repent. Laius bound Oedipus’ feet by driving a pin through them and gave him to Jocasta and ordered her to kill him. Unable to murder her own son, Jocasta gave him to a shepherd. The shepherd, taking pity upon the infant, gave him to a childless king and queen. The
king and queen of Corinth took Oedipus in and raised him as their own. Oedipus was a young man when he heard the prophecy. He believed that his beloved adoptive parents were in danger if he stayed in Corinth. He set out for Thebes, leaving Corinth.Ironically, like Laius, Oedipus wanted to avoid having the prophecy come true. Unlike Laius,
Oedipus was trying to protect someone else- the people he believed to be his parents. Unfortunately, Oedipus inherited his father’s one true failing- pride. He sets out for Thebes to escape the will of the gods. Believing that he is the son of Polybus, the king of Corinth, and Merope, his wife, Oedipus sets out to distance himself and stop the prophecy
from coming true. Who is Oedipus’ father?The man who gave him life, and tried to take it away, or the man who took him in and raised him? The haughty, arrogant ruler of Thebes, or the kindly childless king of Corinth? Oedipus was doomed by his father’s fate to flee from the one he believed to be his father and murder the one who gave him life. The
themes of the cost of pride and arrogance and the inescapable nature of the will of the gods are both clear in Sophocles’ plays. Where did Oedipus kill his father?Along the road to Thebes, Oedipus meets a small entourage and is ordered to stand aside. Refusing out of nothing more than stubborn pride, he is set upon by the guards. Unknown to
himself, the man he challenges is his own biological father, Laius. Slaughtering the man and the guards traveling with him, Oedipus travels on toward Thebes. To prevent the prophecy, Oedipus kills his father, fulfilling the first part unintentionally.He does not even know that the man he has killed was his own biological father. He does not begin to
suspect what happened until it is far too late. He travels on toward Thebes, not giving the dead men another thought. It is not until Thebes is besieged by plagues that kill both livestock and children that he begins to understand that the prophecy has come true. In a fierce twist of fate, Oedipus’ crimes- murdering his father and marrying his mother,
have brought grief upon Thebes. The plague can not be lifted until Laius’ murder is brought to justice. Oedipus himself has inherited his father’s curse.How did Oedipus kill his father?The exact way in which the murder is carried out is never mentioned in the text. The murder is referred to at various points in the play, but there are at least two
versions of the encounter recounted, and it is never entirely clear. Was Laius murdered by “robbers,” as was the commonly accepted view, or did Oedipus kill his father? The point is, one Sophocles seems to have left deliberately hazy in his writing. It is never entirely clear that Oedipus’ prophecy about him killing his father was truly fulfilled. Oedipus’
guilt is determined by circumstantial evidence- the similarities between the shepherd’s story and his own. The murder of Oedipus’ father is an ongoing theme of tragedy in the royal family of Thebes. Not until it was far too late did Oedipus know he killed his father. By the time the murder was revealed- the first part of the prophecy he had tried to
avoid, he had already fulfilled the second and more horrifying part. He had married his own mother, and she had borne his children. Oedipus was doomed from the start. Even if he had not murdered his own father, he bedded his mother, a crime against nature itself. Overcome by the horror of the knowledge of what he had done, his mother
committed suicide. Oedipus responded to her death by putting out his own eyes with the pins from her dress and begging the uncaring gods to be allowed to die as well.Oedipus and Laius’ stories overlap and intertwine, and reveal many complex layers. The themes of pride and familial sin run strong through the plays. Laius’ crime against a young boy
doomed him to die by his own son’s hand. Oedipus, made aware of the prophecy, carried it out unintentionally. By trying to defy the will of the gods, both men doomed themselves to fulfill their fates. Mythical Greek king of Thebes For other uses, see Oedipus (disambiguation). OedipusKing of ThebesOedipus and the Sphinx by Jean-Auguste-Dominique
IngresAbodeThebesGenealogyParentsLaius and Jocasta (biological)Polybus and Merope (adoptive)SiblingsAlcinoé (adoptive)ConsortJocasta Euryganeia AstymedusaOffspringAntigonelsmeneEteoclesPolynices Oedipus (UK: /'i:dipas/, also US: /'ed1-/ ; Ancient Greek: Oibimovg "swollen foot") was a mythical Greek king of Thebes. A tragic hero in Greek
mythology, Oedipus fulfilled a prophecy that he would end up killing his father and marrying his mother, thereby bringing disaster to his city and family. The story of Oedipus is the subject of Sophocles' tragedy Oedipus Rex, which is followed in the narrative sequence by Oedipus at Colonus and then Antigone. Together, these plays make up
Sophocles' three Theban plays. Oedipus represents two enduring themes of Greek myth and drama: the flawed nature of humanity and an individual's role in the course of destiny in a harsh universe. In the best-known version of the myth, Oedipus was born to King Laius and Queen Jocasta of Thebes. Laius wished to thwart the prophecy, so he sent a
shepherd-servant to leave Oedipus to die on a mountainside. However, the shepherd took pity on the baby and passed him to another shepherd who gave Oedipus to King Polybus and Queen Merope to raise as their own. Oedipus learned from the oracle at Delphi of the prophecy that he would end up killing his father and marrying his mother but,
unaware of his true parentage, believed he was fated to murder Polybus and marry Merope, and so he left for Thebes. On his way, he met an older man, who was (unbeknownst to him) his father, and killed him in a quarrel. Continuing on to Thebes, he found that the king of the city (Laius) had recently been killed and that the city was at the mercy of
the Sphinx. Oedipus answered the monster's riddle correctly, defeating it and winning the throne of the dead king - and the hand in marriage of the king's widow, who was also (unbeknownst to him) his mother Jocasta. Detail of ancient fresco in which Oedipus solves the riddle of the Sphinx. Egyptian Museum, 2nd c. CE Years later, to end a plague on
Thebes, Oedipus searched to find who had killed Laius and discovered that he himself was responsible. Jocasta, upon realizing that she had married her own son, hanged herself. Oedipus then seized two pins from her dress and blinded himself with them. The legend of Oedipus has been retold in many versions and was used by Sigmund Freud to
name and give mythic precedent to the Oedipus complex. Variations on the legend of Oedipus are mentioned in fragments by several ancient Greek poets including Homer, Hesiod, Pindar, Aeschylus and Euripides. However, the most popular version of the legend comes from the set of Theban plays by Sophocles: Oedipus Rex, Oedipus at Colonus, and
Antigone. Oedipus was the son of Laius and Jocasta, king and queen of Thebes. Having been childless for some time, Laius consulted the Oracle of Apollo at Delphi. The Oracle prophesied that any son born to Laius would kill him. In an attempt to prevent this prophecy's fulfillment, when Jocasta indeed bore a son, Laius had his son's ankles pierced
and tethered together so that he could not crawl; Jocasta then gave the boy to a servant to abandon ("expose") on the nearby mountain. However, rather than leave the child to die of exposure, as Laius intended, the servant passed the baby on to a shepherd from Corinth, who then gave the child to another shepherd. The infant Oedipus was eventually
adopted by Polybus and Merope, the king and queen of Corinth, as they were without children of their own. Little Oedipus was named after the swelling from the injuries to his feet and ankles ("swollen foot"). After many years, Oedipus was told by a drunk that he was a "bastard", meaning at that time that he was not their biological son. Oedipus
confronted his parents (the king and queen of Corinth) with the news, but they denied this. Oedipus went to the same oracle in Delphi that his birth parents had consulted. The oracle informed him that he was destined to murder his father and marry his mother. In an attempt to avoid such a fate, he decided not to return home to Corinth, but to travel
to Thebes, which was closer to Delphi. On the way, Oedipus came to Davlia, where three roads crossed. There he encountered a chariot driven by his birth-father, King Laius. They fought over who had the right to go first and Oedipus killed Laius when the charioteer tried to run him over. The only witness of the king's death was a slave who fled from
a caravan of slaves also traveling on the road at the time. Continuing his journey to Thebes, Oedipus encountered a Sphinx, who would stop all travelers to Thebes and ask them a riddle. If the travelers were unable to answer her correctly, they would be killed and eaten; if they were successful, they would be free to continue on their journey. The
riddle was: "What walks on four feet in the morning, two in the afternoon, and three at night?". Oedipus answered: "Man: as an infant, he crawls on all fours; as an adult, he walks on two legs and; in old age, he uses a 'walking' stick". Oedipus was the first to answer the riddle correctly; the Sphinx was so embarrassed that someone had solved her
riddle that she killed herself by jumping off of a cliff; in some versions, however, Oedipus kills her. Queen Jocasta's brother, Creon, had announced that any man who could rid the city of the Sphinx would be made king of Thebes and given the recently widowed Queen Jocasta's hand in marriage. This marriage of Oedipus to Jocasta fulfilled the rest of
the prophecy. Oedipus and Jocasta had four children: sons Eteocles and Polynices (see Seven Against Thebes) and daughters Antigone and Ismene. Many years later, a plague of infertility struck the city of Thebes, affecting crops, livestock, and the people. Oedipus asserted that he would end the pestilence. He sent Creon to the Oracle at Delphi,
seeking guidance. When Creon returned, Oedipus learned that the murderer of King Laius must be brought to justice, and Oedipus himself cursed the killer of his wife's late husband, saying that he would be exiled. Creon also suggested that they try to find the blind prophet Tiresias, who was widely respected. Oedipus sent for Tiresias, who warned
him not to seek Laius' killer. In a heated exchange, Tiresias was provoked into exposing Oedipus himself as the killer, and the fact that Oedipus was living in shame because he did not know who his true parents were. Oedipus angrily blamed Creon for the false accusations, and the two argued. Jocasta entered and tried to calm Oedipus by telling him
the story of her first-born son and his supposed death. Oedipus became nervous as he realized that he may have murdered Laius and so brought about the plague. Suddenly, a messenger arrived from Corinth with the news that King Polybus had died. Oedipus was relieved, for the prophecy could no longer be fulfilled if Polybus, whom he believed to
be his birth father, was now dead. Still, he knew that his mother was still alive and refused to attend the funeral at Corinth. To ease the tension, the messenger then said that Oedipus was, in fact, adopted. Jocasta, finally realizing that he was her son, begged him to stop his search for Laius' murderer. Oedipus misunderstood her motivation, thinking
that she was ashamed of him because he might have been born of low birth. Jocasta, in great distress, went into the palace, where she hanged herself. Oedipus sought verification of the messenger's story from the very same herdsman who was supposed to have left Oedipus to die as a baby. From the herdsman, Oedipus learned that the infant who
was raised as the adopted son of Polybus and Merope, was the son of Laius and Jocasta. Thus, Oedipus finally realized that the man he had killed so many years before was his father and that he had married his mother. Events after the revelation depend on the source. In Sophocles' plays, Oedipus went in search of Jocasta and found she had killed
herself. Using the pin from a brooch he took off Jocasta's gown, Oedipus blinded himself and was then exiled. His daughter Antigone acted as his guide as he wandered through the country, finally dying at Colonus where they had been welcomed by King Theseus of Athens. However, in Euripides' plays on the subject, Jocasta did not kill herself upon
learning of Oedipus's birth, and Oedipus was blinded by a servant of Laius. The blinding of Oedipus does not appear in sources earlier than Aeschylus. Some older sources of the myth, including Homer, state that Oedipus continued to rule Thebes after the revelations and after Jocasta's death.[1] Oedipus's two sons, Eteocles and Polynices, arranged to
share the kingdom, each taking an alternating one-year reign. However, Eteocles refused to cede his throne after his year as king. Polynices brought in an army to oust Eteocles from his position and a battle ensued. At the end of the battle, the brothers killed each other, after which Jocasta's brother, Creon, took the throne. He decided that Polynices
was a "traitor", and should not be given burial rites. Defying this edict, Antigone attempted to bury her brother. In Sophocles' Antigone, Creon had her buried in a rock cavern for defying him, whereupon she hanged herself. However, in Euripides' lost version of the story, it appears that Antigone survives. LekythosOedipus slaying the
sphinxMaterialPottery, goldCreated420-400 BCPeriod/cultureAtticPlacePolis-tis-Chrysokhou, tomb, CyprusPresent locationRoom 72, British MuseumlIdentification1887,0801.46 Most, if not all, of our knowledge of Oedipus, comes from the 5th century BC. Though these stories principally deal with his downfall, various details still appear on how
Oedipus rose to power. King Laius of Thebes hears of a prophecy that his infant son will one day kill him.[2] He pierces Oedipus' feet and leaves him out to die, but a shepherd finds him and carries him away.[3] Years later, Oedipus, not knowing he was adopted, leaves home in fear of the same prophecy that he will kill his father and marry his mother.
[4] Laius journeys out to seek a solution to the Sphinx's mysterious riddle.[5] As prophesied, Oedipus and Laius cross paths, but they do not recognize each other. A fight ensues, and Oedipus kills Laius and most of his guards.[6] Oedipus goes on to defeat the Sphinx by solving a riddle to become king.[7] He marries the widowed Queen Jocasta,
unaware that she is his mother. A plague falls on the people of Thebes. Upon discovering the truth, Oedipus blinds himself, and Jocasta hangs herself.[8] After Oedipus is no longer king, Oedipus's brother-sons kill each other. Some differences with older stories emerge. The curse of Oedipus' sons was elaborated on retroactively to include Oedipus and
his father, Laius. Oedipus now steps down from the throne instead of dying in battle. Additionally, rather than his children being by a second wife, Oedipus's children are now by Jocasta (hence, they are his brothers as well). In his second Olympian Ode, Pindar writes:[9] Laius' tragic son, crossing his father's path, killed him and fulfilled the oracle
spoken of old at Pytho. And sharp-eyed Erinys saw and slew his warlike children at each other's hands. Yet Thersandros survived fallen Polyneikes and won the honor in youthful contests and the brunt of war, a scion of aid to the house of Adrastos.—Lines 35-40. In 467 BC, the Athenian playwright, Aeschylus, most notably wrote a trilogy based on the
myth of Oedipus, winning him the first prize at the City Dionysia. Of the plays, Laius was the first, Oedipus was second, and Seven Against Thebes was the third play and the only one to have survived. In Seven Against Thebes, Oedipus's sons Eteocles and Polynices kill each other warring over the throne. Much like his Oresteia, the trilogy would have
detailed the tribulations of a House over three successive generations. The satyr play that followed the trilogy was called The Sphinx. The three surviving works of Sophocles' "Theban plays" consist of: Oedipus Rex (also called Oedipus Tyrannus or Oedipus the King), Oedipus at Colonus, and Antigone. All three plays concern the fate of the City of
Thebes, during and after the reign of King Oedipus,[10] and have often been published under a single cover.[11] Originally, Sophocles had written the plays for three separate festival competitions, many years apart. Not only are the Theban plays not a true trilogy (three plays presented as a continuous narrative), they are not even an intentional
series and contain some inconsistencies among them.[10] Sophocles also wrote other plays focused on Thebes, most notably the Epigoni, of which only fragments have survived.[12] As Sophocles' Oedipus Rex begins, the people of Thebes are begging the king for help, begging him to discover the cause of the plague. Oedipus stands before them and
swears to find the root of their suffering and to end it. Just then, Creon returns to Thebes from a visit to the oracle. Apollo has made it known that Thebes is harboring a terrible abomination and that the plague will only be lifted when the true murderer of old King Laius is discovered and punished for his crime. Oedipus swears to do this, not realizing
that he is himself the culprit. The stark truth emerges slowly over the course of the play, as Oedipus clashes with the blind seer Tiresias, who senses the truth. Oedipus remains in strict denial, though, becoming convinced that Tiresias is somehow plotting with Creon to usurp the throne. Realization begins to slowly dawn in Scene II of the play when
Jocasta mentions out of hand that Laius was slain at a place where three roads meet. This stirs something in Oedipus's memory and he suddenly remembers the men he fought and killed one day long ago at a place where three roads met. He realizes, horrified, that he might be the man he's seeking. One household servant survived the attack and now
lives out his old age in a frontier district of Thebes. Oedipus sends immediately for the man to either confirm or deny his guilt. At the very worst, though, he expects to find himself to be the unsuspecting murderer of a man unknown to him. The truth has not yet been made clear. The moment of epiphany comes late in the play. At the beginning of
Scene III, Oedipus is still waiting for the servant to be brought into the city, when a messenger arrives from Corinth to declare that King Polybus of Corinth is dead. Oedipus, when he hears this news, feels much relieved, because he believed that Polybus was the father whom the oracle had destined him to murder, and he momentarily believes himself
to have escaped fate. He tells this all to the present company, including the messenger, but the messenger knows that it is not true. He is the man who found Oedipus as a baby in the pass of Cithaeron and gave him to King Polybus to raise. He reveals, furthermore that the servant who is being brought to the city as they speak is the very same man
who took Oedipus up into the mountains as a baby. Jocasta realizes now all that has happened. She begs Oedipus not to pursue the matter further. He refuses, and she withdraws into the palace as the servant is arriving. The old man arrives, and it is clear at once that he knows everything. At the behest of Oedipus, he tells it all. Overwhelmed with the
knowledge of all his crimes, Oedipus rushes into the palace where he finds his mother-wife, dead by her own hand. Ripping a brooch from her dress, Oedipus blinds himself with it. Bleeding from the eyes, he begs his uncle and brother-in-law Creon, who has just arrived on the scene, to exile him forever from Thebes. Creon agrees to this request.
Oedipus begs to hold his two daughters Antigone and Ismene with his hands one more time to have their eyes full of tears and Creon out of pity sends the girls in to see Oedipus one more time. Oedipus at Colonus In Sophocles' Oedipus at Colonus, Oedipus becomes a wanderer, pursued by Creon and his men. He finally finds refuge in the holy
wilderness right outside Athens, where it is said that Theseus took care of Oedipus and his daughter, Antigone. Creon eventually catches up to Oedipus. He asks Oedipus to come back from Colonus to bless his son, Eteocles. Angry that his son did not love him enough to take care of him, he curses both Eteocles and his brother, condemning them both
to kill each other in battle. Oedipus dies a peaceful death; his grave is said to be sacred to the gods. The blind Oedipus led by his daughter Antigone In Sophocles' Antigone, when Oedipus stepped down as king of Thebes, he gave the kingdom to his two sons, Eteocles and Polynices, both of whom agreed to alternate the throne every year. However,
they showed no concern for their father, who cursed them for their negligence. After the first year, Eteocles refused to step down and Polynices attacked Thebes with his supporters (as portrayed in the Seven Against Thebes by Aeschylus and the Phoenician Women by Euripides). The two brothers killed each other in battle. King Creon, who ascended
to the throne of Thebes, decreed that Polynices was not to be buried. Antigone, Polynices' sister, defied the order but was caught. Creon decreed that she was to be put into a stone box in the ground, this in spite of her betrothal to his son Haemon. Antigone's sister, Ismene, then declared she had aided Antigone and wanted the same fate, but Creon
eventually declined to execute her. The gods, through the blind prophet Tiresias, expressed their disapproval of Creon's decision, which convinced him to rescind his order, and he went to bury Polynices himself. However, Antigone had already hanged herself in her tomb, rather than suffering the slow death of being buried alive. When Creon arrived
at the tomb where she had been interred, his son Haemon attacked him upon seeing the body of his deceased fiancée but failing to kill Creon he killed himself. When Creon's wife, Eurydice, was informed of the death of Haemon, she too took her own life. At the beginning of Euripides' Phoenissae, Jocasta recalls the story of Oedipus. Generally, the
play weaves together the plots of the Seven Against Thebes and Antigone. The play differs from the other tales in two major respects. First, it describes in detail why Laius and Oedipus had a feud: Laius ordered Oedipus out of the road so his chariot could pass, but proud Oedipus refused to move. Second, in the play Jocasta has not killed herself at
the discovery of her incest - otherwise, she could not play the prologue, for fathomable reasons - nor has Oedipus fled into exile, but they have stayed in Thebes only to delay their doom until the fatal duel of their sons/brothers/nephews Eteocles and Polynices: Jocasta commits suicide over the two men's dead bodies, and Antigone follows Oedipus into
exile. In Chrysippus, Euripides develops backstory on the curse: Laius' sin was to have kidnapped Chrysippus, Pelops' son, in order to violate him, and this caused the gods' revenge on all his family. Laius was the tutor of Chrysippus, and raping his student was a severe violation of his position as both guest and tutor in the house of the royal family
hosting him at the time. Extant vases show a fury hovering over the lecherous Laius as he abducts the rape victim.[13] Furies avenged violations of good order in households, as can be seen most clearly in such texts as The Libation Bearers by Aeschylus. Euripides wrote also an Oedipus, of which only a few fragments survive.[14] The first line of the
prologue recalled Laius' hubristic action of conceiving a son against Apollo's command. At some point in the action of the play, a character engaged in a lengthy and detailed description of the Sphinx and her riddle - preserved in five fragments from Oxyrhynchus, P.Oxy. 2459 (published by Eric Gardner Turner in 1962).[15] The tragedy also featured
many moral maxims on the theme of marriage, preserved in the Anthologion of Stobaeus. The most striking lines, however, state that in this play Oedipus was blinded by Laius' attendants and that this happened before his identity as Laius' son had been discovered, therefore marking important differences with the Sophoclean treatment of the myth,
which is now regarded as the 'standard' version. Many attempts have been made to reconstruct the plot of the play, but none of them is more than hypothetical, because of the scanty remains that survive from its text and of the total absence of ancient descriptions or résumés - though it has been suggested that a part of Hyginus' narration of the
Oedipus myth might in fact derive from Euripides' play. Some echoes of the Euripidean Oedipus have been traced also in a scene of Seneca's Oedipus (see below), in which Oedipus himself describes to Jocasta his adventure with the Sphinx.[16] At least three other 5th-century BC authors who were younger than Sophocles wrote plays about Oedipus.
These include Achaeus of Eretria, Nichomachus and the elder Xenocles.[17] The Bibliotheca, a Roman-era mythological handbook, includes a riddle for the Sphinx, borrowing the poetry of Hesiod: What is that which has one voice and yet becomes four-footed and two-footed and three-footed?[18] Due to the popularity of Sophocles's Antigone (c. 442
BC), the ending (lines 1005-78) of Seven against Thebes was added some fifty years after Aeschylus' death.[19] Whereas the play (and the trilogy of which it is the last play) was meant to end with somber mourning for the dead brothers, the spurious ending features a herald announcing the prohibition against burying Polynices, and Antigone's
declaration that she will defy that edict. Oedipus was a figure who was also used in the Latin literature of ancient Rome. Julius Caesar wrote a play on Oedipus, but it has not survived into modern times.[20] Ovid included Oedipus in Metamorphoses, but only as the person who defeated the Sphinx. He makes no mention of Oedipus's troubled
experiences with his father and mother. Seneca the Younger wrote his own play on the story of Oedipus in the first century AD. It differs in significant ways from the work of Sophocles. Some scholars have argued that Seneca's play on the myth was intended to be recited at private gatherings and not actually performed. It has however been
successfully staged since the Renaissance. It was adapted by John Dryden in his very successful heroic drama Oedipus, licensed in 1678. The 1718 Oedipus was also the first play written by Voltaire. A version of Oedipus by Frank McGuinness was performed at the National Theatre in late 2008, starring Ralph Fiennes and Claire Higgins. In the late
1960s Ola Rotimi published a novel and play, The Gods Are Not to Blame, which retell the Oedipus myth happening in the Yoruba kingdom.[21] In 2011, U.S. writer David Guterson published his Oedipus-inspired novel "Ed King".[citation needed] In folkloristics, the myth of Oedipus is classified in the international Aarne-Thompson-Uther Index as tale
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Lewis E 164 Oedipi et Sphingis dialogus (Dialogues between Oedipus and the Sphinx) at OPenn Regnal titles Preceded byLaius Mythical King of Thebes Succeeded byCreon Retrieved from " Welcome to the interesting realm of Greek stories, where tales about gods, heroes, and tragic folks have caught people’s interest for ages. One person who
stands out is Oedipus, a name that means fate and sadness. If you can picture being told right at birth that your life would stick to a set path, much like a present-day forecast that dictates your every move, then you get what Oedipus’s story is all about. His story kicks off with a cold prediction and rolls into a string of events that are both unusual and
heartbreaking. When we explore Oedipus’s life, you find how a prediction from the Oracle of Delphi set up a life full of unintended patricide and an unplanned incestuous marriage.This intro gives you a sneak peek into the main parts of Oedipus’s tale, setting up a deeper look into his family background, the prediction that shaped his future, and the
sad outcomes that followed. Whether you’re a newbie to Greek stories or an old hand, checking out Oedipus’s life is bound to be both informative and interesting. Key Point Description Name Oedipus Parents Son of King Laius and Queen Jocasta of Thebes Adoptive Parents He was brought up by King Polybus and Queen Merope of Corinth Prophecy
The Oracle of Delphi said he’d kill his dad and marry his mom Early Life Because of the prophecy, he was abandoned at birth but later adopted by the royal family of Corinth Key Events He solved the Sphinx’s riddle, and then he became King of Thebes. He unknowingly fulfilled the prophecy Marriage He married Jocasta, his real mom, meaning the
prophecy came true Sad Realization When he found out who he was, it meant Jocasta killed herself and he made himself blind Significance A main person in Greek stories, representing fate, choice, and sad endings To really get the sad story of Oedipus, first, let’s look into his beginnings and his early life. This made way for the prophecy that would
control his future.Oedipus was born to King Laius and Queen Jocasta of Thebes, a significant city-state in ancient Greece. King Laius, kin of Cadmus, the founder of Thebes, was a respected ruler, and Queen Jocasta was known for her beauty and wisdom. But, their union had a scary prediction over it.The Oracle of Delphi, known for divine predictions,
said their son would grow up to kill his dad and marry his mom. This fearful forecast cast a shadow over Oedipus’s birth, so his parents made a painful choice trying to stop fate. To avoid the prophecy from happening, King Laius and Queen Jocasta decided to leave their newborn son.They pierced Oedipus’s ankles and left him on Mount Cithaeron to
die, hoping nature would take its course. However, fate had different plans. A shepherd saw the baby and felt sorry for him, eventually taking him to the court of King Polybus and Queen Merope of Corinth. The royal couple, unable to have children, adopted Oedipus, raised him as their own son, and didn’t know about his real parents.This kind act set
up what the prophecy said, as Oedipus grew up not knowing his beginnings and the future waiting for him. To get the whole effect of Oedipus’s life, we need to look more into the prophecy that started his sad destiny.The prophecy that changed Oedipus’s life came from the Oracle of Delphi, a critical religious site in ancient Greece. The Oracle, a
priestess called the Pythia, was thought to talk directly to the god Apollo. She gave important messages and saw the future.When King Laius and Queen Jocasta went to the Oracle, they heard a terrifying prophecy: their newborn son, Oedipus, would kill his dad and marry his mom. This was not just any prediction; it was a serious and scary warning
that would influence every decision Oedipus’s parents made.Imagine being told such terrible things about your child - it’s almost like a fortune teller today saying a terrible event will happen in your family, leading you to take extreme actions to stop it from happening. This prophecy started the sad events in Oedipus’s life, as his parents took drastic
steps to avoid its outcome.The prophecy given by the Oracle of Delphi had a big effect on what Oedipus’s parents did, King Laius and Queen Jocasta. They received a scary prediction that their son would kill his dad and marry his mom, so they took big steps to stop this. They decided to leave their newborn son, pierced his ankles, and left him on
Mount Cithaeron to die.Because they were trying hard to beat the prophecy, they made this desperate choice, much like modern parents might do anything to stop a predicted disaster from happening. However, what they did accidentally started the prophecy, as Oedipus was found and adopted by another royal family, leading him down a path that
would eventually fulfill the Oracle’s words.As Oedipus grew up, the prophecy continued to shape his life in ways he couldn’t have expected. Oedipus, who grew up with King Polybus and Queen Merope of Corinth, didn’t know his real parents. When he later went to the Oracle of Delphi himself to ask about his origins, he got told the same prediction:
that he would kill his dad and marry his mom.Wanting to avoid this awful fate, Oedipus left Corinth, thinking that Polybus and Merope were his real parents. Ironically, this decision, meant to escape the prophecy, led him straight to it. His journey took him to Thebes, where he unknowingly killed his real father, King Laius, and later married his mom,
Queen Jocasta.The prophecy’s effect was unavoidable, showing the powerful and often sad role of fate in Greek mythology.Since the prophecy hovered over his life, Oedipus’s journey was filled with several key events that would end tragically.After they left him on Mount Cithaeron, Oedipus was found by a shepherd who felt sorry for the baby. The
shepherd brought him to King Polybus and Queen Merope of Corinth, who had no children and really wanted to adopt. They named him Oedipus, which means “swollen foot”, because of the injuries on his ankles. He was raised as the prince of Corinth.Oedipus grew up in a caring and loving environment. He did not know about his real origins.
Imagine today if a child, adopted by loving parents, grows up thinking they are his real parents. This comparison helps us see how much Oedipus did not know about his true identity and the love he got from Polybus and Merope. There were key parts of Oedipus’s upbringing and the effect of his adoptive parents, like: Learning and Schooling: Oedipus
got a royal education, learning how to govern, fight in wars, and understand philosophy to prepare for being a king someday. Parental Love and Advice: Polybus and Merope gave Oedipus lots of love and advice. They influenced how he thought and acted. Not Knowing His Real Parents: Even though he had a privileged upbringing, Oedipus did not
know who his biological parents were; he thought Polybus and Merope were his real parents. Visit to the Oracle: When he was older, Oedipus went to the Oracle of Delphi to ask about his origins, which started him on the path that would make the prophecy come true. These things show the big role that King Polybus and Queen Merope had in
Oedipus’s life. They shaped him into the man he would become, while unknowingly pushing him towards his sad fate.As he traveled away from Corinth, Oedipus had a significant meeting with King Laius at an intersection, a place often meaning important choices in stories. Oedipus wanted to avoid fulfilling the prophecy, so he left Corinth. At the
same time, Laius was traveling to Delphi to ask the Oracle something. Both men did not know they were father and son.They argued over the right of way, and it quickly turned violent. In anger and self-defense, Oedipus killed Laius and his men, except for one who got away. This sad event was important, much like a road rage incident today that goes
out of control, causing unexpected and serious effects. Key parts before and after this meeting: Oedipus’s Departure from Corinth: He left Corinth to try to escape the prophecy. Laius’s Journey to Delphi: Laius was going to ask the Oracle something, not knowing he would meet his son. The Dispute at the Intersection: A minor argument over the right
of way quickly became violent. The Result: Oedipus continued his journey, not knowing he had killed his real father. The surviving servant went to Thebes to tell about what happened. These parts show the sad irony of Oedipus’s actions. His attempt to avoid the prophecy caused him to fulfill it directly. Meeting at the intersection started events which
would eventually show the sad truth about his parents. When he got to Thebes, Oedipus met the Sphinx, a legendary creature with the body of a lion, wings of an eagle, and a woman’s head. The Sphinx was scaring the city by asking everyone a riddle who tried to get in: “What walks on four legs in the morning, two legs at noon, and three legs in the
evening?If they answered wrong, they were eaten. Oedipus, using his sharp mind, said “Man,” explaining that people crawl as babies, walk on two legs when they grow up, and use a cane when they are old. With this right answer, the Sphinx destroyed itself and freed Thebes from its curse. Think of solving a hard puzzle that nobody else could, which
means you get a lot of respect and a big reward.Because of his win, Oedipus was seen as a hero and was given the throne of Thebes and the hand of the widowed Queen Jocasta, thus unknowingly fulfilling another part of the prophecy.When he solved the Sphinx’s riddle and freed Thebes, Oedipus was given the throne and the hand of Queen Jocasta,
the widow of the recently dead King Laius. Unknown to both Oedipus and Jocasta, they were mother and son, fulfilling the serious prophecy foretold by the Oracle of Delphi. The people of Thebes celebrated their marriage, seeing Oedipus as a savior and strong leader.Consider a situation where hidden family secrets cause an unexpected and sad
union, showing the dramatic contradiction in Oedipus’s story. This marriage, seen as a good thing at first, was really a problem that would soon disrupt their lives. The importance of Oedipus and Jocasta’s marriage went beyond their own lives, affecting the whole city of Thebes.Their union brought some stability and wealth to the city because
Oedipus was a wise and fair king. However, the hidden truth of their relationship cast a dark shadow over the city. Fulfilling the prophecy meant that Thebes was living on borrowed time, with the truth about their real identities threatening to cause chaos. This union was both a sign of Oedipus’s success and the start of his ultimate fall, showing the
unavoidable nature of fate in Greek mythology.While Oedipus and Jocasta kept ruling, their past secrets started to come out, which led to a series of terrible discoveries.Thebes was hit by a terrible plague that caused lots of pain and death, leaving the city in a state of hopelessness. Oedipus, being king, felt he had to save his people and bring back
order. So, he asked his brother-in-law Creon to go ask the Oracle of Delphi what to do. The Oracle said that the plague was a divine punishment for the unsolved murder of the old king, Laius.Imagine today’s leader facing a hard public health problem and asking experts to find the cause, only to learn the answer lies in fixing an old, hidden problem.
This led Oedipus on a determined mission to find the killer and punish them, thinking that handling this would lift the curse from Thebes.Oedipus’s mission to find the truth meant he kept looking for answers non-stop. He asked many citizens, talked to prophets, and even called the blind seer Tiresias, who at first didn’t want to tell the bitter truth.
Oedipus’s drive to find out what caused the plague was like a detective working on a tricky case, putting together clues to find the hidden links.As he searched more, Oedipus started finding hints about his own past that made him more and more uneasy. His mission wasn’t just about saving Thebes but also about facing the core of who he was, leading
to the final big reveal of his true origins.While Oedipus searched for answers about the murder of King Laius, he pieced together the parts of his own past. The turning point came when a messenger from Corinth arrived, bringing news of King Polybus’s death and saying Oedipus was not the real son of Polybus and Merope.This news was like finding
out you were adopted and that your real parents held a dark secret. Digging further brought Oedipus to the shepherd who found him as a baby, left on the mountainside. The shepherd confirmed that Oedipus was the son of Laius and Jocasta, meaning he had both killed his father and married his mother.This horrible news broke Oedipus’s world
because the prophecy he tried to avoid had come true in the worst possible way.The effects of this news were quick and terrible. Jocasta, upon learning the truth, took her own life out of shame and horror. Oedipus, filled with grief and guilt, blinded himself as punishment and gave up the throne. The city of Thebes was left in chaos, trying to deal with
their king’s tragic fate. To help understand the key news and their effects, here is a summary table: Key News Effect Oedipus is not the son of Polybus Breaks Oedipus’s sense of self Oedipus is the son of Laius and Jocasta Fulfills the prophecy and reveals the truth Oedipus killed his father, Laius Proves the Oracle’s prophecy Oedipus married his
mother, Jocasta Leads to Jocasta’s suicide and Oedipus’s self-blinding These news items did not only fulfill the prophecy but also ended Oedipus’s rule tragically, leaving Thebes to deal with the results of these shocking truths.Oedipus’s sad story is full of symbolism and ideas that look deeply at the human state and fate. Since it includes such deep
topics, it makes us think a lot.Oedipus’s story is a deep look at the struggle between fate and free will.In Greek stories, fate is seen as something you can’t escape, set by the gods, and out of people’s hands. Oedipus’s life means this well, as he tries to get away from the prediction told by the Oracle of Delphi - that he would kill his father and marry his
mother - but ends up making it happen by trying to stop it. Picture being told a specific future event will come to pass for you, and no matter what you do to prevent it, you cause it to happen. This paradox means the old Greek belief in the power of fate, suggesting that no matter how much one tries to change their future, it’s still
unavoidable.Oedipus’s decisions, driven by his wish to beat fate, lead him right into the path set by the prediction, showing the complex mix between human choices and set outcomes. The theme of being blind and seeing in Oedipus’s story is a strong idea that shows the topics of knowing and not knowing.The blind prophet Tiresias, who has the
wisdom to understand the truth about Oedipus’s past and future, is very different from Oedipus himself, who can see but is blind to his own reality. It’s like having all the facts in front of you but not seeing what they mean until it’s too late.Oedipus finally making himself blind is a clear example of his path from not knowing to knowing. By doing this to
himself, Oedipus admits the hard truth he couldn’t see before, which shows the idea that real understanding often has a big personal cost. This mix of being blind and seeing in the story highlights the tricky relationship between seeing and understanding, suggesting that just because someone can see, it doesn’t mean they truly understand.Greek
stories have a wide range of characters, each with their unique tales and qualities. From Hercules, who had great power and twelve big tasks, to the cunning Odysseus, whose cleverness was key in the Trojan War and his long trip home, these characters have fascinated people for centuries.If you're curious about many of these interesting characters,
you can look at this comprehensive list of all the Greek Mythological Heroes and Figures. This resource gives a lot of information on each character and helps us understand their roles and their importance in the stories.Oedipus’s real parents were King Laius and Queen Jocasta of Thebes.The riddle of the Sphinx was, “What walks on four legs in the
morning, two legs at noon, and three legs in the evening?Oedipus discovered his true identity through a series of investigations that revealed he had killed his father, King Laius, and married his mother, Queen Jocasta.The significance of Oedipus’s story in Greek mythology lies in its exploration of fate, free will, and the tragic consequences of human
actions. For other uses, see Merope (Greek myth). This article needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed.Find sources: "Merope" wife of Polybus - news - newspapers - books - scholar - JSTOR (January 2022) (Learn how and
when to remove this message) In Greek mythology, Merope (/'merapi:/; Ancient Greek: Mepénmn) was a Queen of Corinth, and wife of King Polybus. In some accounts, she was called Periboea.[1] In the most versions of the myth of Oedipus, Merope is generally considered a minor character as simply the wife of King Polybus, the queen of Corinth,
adoptive mother to Oedipus, and the adoptive grandmother to Oedipus’ children.[2] After Oedipus is abandoned as an infant by his biological parents King Laius and Queen Jocasta of Thebes, Merope and Polybus raise Oedipus as their adoptive son. Eventually, when questioned by Oedipus, Merope and Polybus deny the adoption. As a result of this



denial, Oedipus continues to believe that Merope and Polybus are his true biological parents. Later, when Oedipus receives a prophecy from the oracle in Delphi that he was destined to murder his father and marry his mother, he does not return to Corinth and thereby sets in motion the events that result in his murder of Laius and marriage of
Jocasta. © Apollodorus, 3.5.7; Parthenius, Erotica Pathemata 27 ©~ Sophocles, Oedipus Tyrannus 776, 990. Apollodorus, The Library with an English Translation by Sir James George Frazer, F.B.A., F.R.S. in 2 Volumes, Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd. 1921. ISBN 0-674-99135-4. Online version at the Perseus
Digital Library. Greek text available from the same website. Parthenius, Love Romances translated by Sir Stephen Gaselee (1882-1943), S. Loeb Classical Library Volume 69. Cambridge, MA. Harvard University Press. 1916. Online version at the Topos Text Project. Parthenius, Erotici Scriptores Graeci, Vol. 1. Rudolf Hercher. in aedibus B. G.
Teubneri. Leipzig. 1858. Greek text available at the Perseus Digital Library. Sophocles, The Oedipus Tyrannus of Sophocles edited with introduction and notes by Sir Richard Jebb. Cambridge. Cambridge University Press. 1893. Online version at the Perseus Digital Library. Sophocles, Sophocles. Vol 1: Oedipus the king. Oedipus at Colonus. Antigone.
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