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As CDs and DVDS become a thing of the past, so disc drives disappear from our devices. Yet occasionally you just need one. This is where tools like DAEMON Tools Lite come in handy. Virtual DVD-ROM emulators like Daemon Tools Lite allow you to save different images files without burning them to a physical CD or DVD. You can mount a virtual
DVD, CD or Blu-ray and the files will play as though it were a real disc. The latest version DAEMON Tools Lite 10.11 can emulate up to four drives at a time and works with most image formats. If you need to read image file formats, copy a disc, burn a CD or DVD but your notebook or laptop has no physical disc drive then DAEMON Tools Lite has
some interesting edges over alternative virtual emulators.Use a virtual drive to mount images, compress and protect files or burn virtual CDs and DVDsWhy use DAEMON Tools over other software? If you need to burn simple disc images but your device has no physical drive then you will need to create a virtual drive. DAEMON Tools Lite is the free
version of their image software. The latest version Daemon Tools Lite 10.11 Is “lite” in more ways than one, being both free of charge and only requiring 3.54 MB space on your Windows device. It allows you to create up to four virtual disc drives at a time. Once you have created your drive(s), you simply double click images to mount ISO, MDX, and
MDS/MDF files. You can also manually create your drive or use the “Quick Mount” button. No mere disc emulator, DAMON Tools Lite has four main features. You can mount, edit, and convert image and audio files onto a virtual disc. Whether for gaming, creating a disc of data, audio or image files, this is the main use of this tool. You can also set up a
RAM disk or VHD file, build a bootable USB stick, and create your own SD card. Unlike most alternatives, the software also lets you preview and copy the virtual discs you create. Another neat feature is “Catch”: an optional add-on for iPhone or Android device to easily share ISO files between your laptop and mobile.This isn’t the only catch however.
Although installing DAEMON Tools Lite costs nothing once you are in the program you may find that some of the features need to be “unlocked” - at a price. You do have the option of a free trial for each one. In a sense the entire DAEMON Tools Lite is a trial program where the subsequent payments are broken up per feature.When it comes to
managing your images even the Lite version of DAEMON is fairly feature rich. You can access .zip, .rar and .7Z files and it is compatible with .iso, .mdx. and .mds/mdf image files. Managing your content is made easy thanks to the images catalog where you can store your virtual discs. The imaging software also scans your PC to automatically add
images to the catalog. Through the Lite program you can also create a “TrueCrypt Container” where you can store and protect data and files. This option has a free trial in this version. As far as accessibility and ease of use is concerned, DAEMON Tools Lite has a sleek user interface that is well laid out and easy on the eye. Annoyingly however the
simple and inviting options will often take you to “try” or “buy” fork.This “free” program does come at another price common to much freeware: ads. Unless you opt for the DAEMON Pro option, brace yourself for annoying adverts and a lack of customer support.Where can you run this program?DAEMON Tools Lite is compatible with most versions of
Windows. It will run on Windows 98, 2000, 2008, Windows 7, 8.1, 10, and Windows XP. It is supported by 32-bit and 64-bit operating systems. The complementary mobile app “Catch” is available for Android and iOS devices. You can also install the program on Mac computers. Later versions are supported. Once installed you can also send files to
other DAEMON Tools Lite apps inside your local network.Is there a better alternative? Where virtual disk drives are concerned Alcohol could be the answer. This neat software is similar to DAEMON Tools Lite in that it enables disk drive emulating and allows you to burn CDs and DVDs. It is also freemium and the more complex features will need to
be unlocked with a payment.For a no frills and 100% free option, check out Virtual CloneDrive. It will simulate a virtual disk reader in your device and therefore allow you to generate image files from your hard drive and burn CDs, DVDs and Blue-ray discs. Just as though you had a physical disk drive! It lacks some of the more advanced features of
DAEMON Tools but you are rewarded with the price (or lack thereof). If you need to emulate over the four virtual drives that DAEMON Tools Lite provides, then DVDFav Virtual Drive offers up to 18 drives and is also free.For pure CD and DVD burning without the physical drive, then there are more simple programs that come without payment
tunnels and ads. DAEMON Tools Lite is a remarkably packed program; you can do everything from emulating up to four DT 4+ SCSI + HDD devices; mount all types of image files, and access your optical disks via a catalogue. The not so “Lite” price tags per feature which only appear post download are an annoying aspect that could put one off using
the program.Should you download it?If you have a laptop or notebook without a physical disc drive and you need to burn a CD/DVD then a major advantage of DAEMON Tools Lite is the complexity and capabilities. Do download it, but be prepared to pay the price as you go. A serial number is a unique, identifying number or group of numbers and
letters assigned to an individual piece of hardware or software. Other things have serial numbers as well, though, including banknotes and other similar documents. The idea behind serial numbers is to identify a specific item, much like how a fingerprint identifies a specific person. Instead of some names or numbers that specify a whole range of
products, a serial number is intended to provide a unique number to one device at a time. Boris SV / Getty Images Hardware serial numbers are embedded in the device, while software or virtual serial numbers are sometimes applied to the user who will be using the software. In other words, a serial number used for software programs are tied to the
purchaser, not that specific copy of the program. The term serial number is often shortened to just S/N or SN, especially when the word precedes an actual serial number on something. Serial numbers are also sometimes, but not often, referred to as serial codes. It's important to distinguish serial numbers from other identifying codes or numbers. In
short, serial numbers are unique. For example, a model number for a router might be EA2700 but that's true for every single Linksys EA2700 router; the model numbers are identical while each serial number is unique to each particular component. As an example, if Linksys sold 100 EA2700 routers in one day from their website, every one of those
devices would have "EA2700" somewhere on them and they would look identical to the naked eye. However, each device, when first built, had serial numbers printed on most of the components that aren't the same as the others bought that day (or any day). UPC Codes are common as well but are actually not unique like serial numbers. UPC Codes
are different than serial numbers because UPC Codes aren't unique to each individual piece of hardware or software, as serial numbers are. The ISSN used for magazines and ISBN for books is different as well because they're used for whole issues or periodicals and aren't unique for every instance of the copy. You've probably seen serial numbers
many times before. Nearly every piece of the computer has a serial number including your monitor, keyboard, mouse and sometimes even your entire computer system as a whole. Internal computer components like hard drives, optical drives, and motherboards also feature serial numbers. Serial numbers are used by hardware manufacturers to track
individual items, usually for quality control. For example, if a piece of hardware is recalled for some reason, customers are usually made aware of which particular devices need service by being provided a range of serial numbers. Serial numbers are also used in non-tech environments like when keeping an inventory of tools borrowed in a lab or shop
floor. It's easy to identify which devices need to be returned or which ones have been misplaced because each of them can be identified by their unique serial number. Serial numbers for software programs are usually used to help ensure that the program's installation is only performed one time and only on the purchaser's computer. Once the serial
number is used and registered with the manufacturer, any future attempt to use that same serial number can raise a red flag since no two serial numbers (from the same software) are alike. Thanks for letting us know! Tell us why! Note: This review covers v4.35.6 of the software.It's a real pain--not to mention slow--to continually swap CDs and DVDs
out of your optical drive. It can take up to half a minute for your drive and Windows to mount a disc. Gamers who must leave a copy-protected disc in the drive in order to play a game are especially affected. Hence pay products such as AnyDVD and others that emulate a CD/DVD drive and allow you to mount disc images (files containing all the
information from a disc) to a virtual drive. Fortunately for those on a budget, there's a free alternative: Daemon Tools Lite.I've been using Daemon Tools for years for mounting Rosetta Stone language discs and the like, with nary a hint of a problem, though the bug list indicates that some people have at one time or another. But show me a program
whose users haven't. The program hangs out in the system tray where you right-click on it to mount an image and change settings, or left-click to access an emulated drive (which are also available from Windows Explorer).Daemon Tools won't mount every image type out there. For instance, it doesn't support Magic ISO, Power ISO, Easy Media
Creator, or Ultra ISO files. However, you can usually find anything distributed in those formats in plain old, completely compatible .ISO if you look hard enough. Daemon Tools also supports .b5t, .b6t, and .bwt (BlindWrite), .ccd (CloneCD), .cdi (DiscJuggler), .cue (bin), .mds (Media Descriptor),. nrg (Nero), .pdi (Instant CD/DVD), and .isz (Compressed
ISO) images as well as many types of copy-protection.Daemon Tools Lite is free for personal use. However, commercial users are required to pay a fee. A pro version supports more emulated drives (32 as opposed to DT Lite's four), compression, creation of images and the GUI that DT Lite lacks. Daemon Tools Lite has a plug-in architecture and there
are several add-ins available, including one that lets you create ISO images (yes, like the Pro version), as well as one to handle newer Securom copy-protected discs.If you spend a lot of time swapping and hence waiting on CDs or DVDs to mount, Daemon Tools Lite is worth its weight in gold. Even if you don't, it's a program you should download to
keep in your bag of tricks--you'll find a use for it eventually.Note: This file is free for personal use only. Business users must buy the program for 15 Euros. This link takes you to the vendor's site, where you can download the latest version of the software.--Jon L. Jacobi Note: When you purchase something after clicking links in our articles, we may
earn a small commission. Read our affiliate link policy for more details.
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